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New  Member  

Robert Umpleby                     

 

 

F eb ruary  

B i r thdays :  

Lily Mak                    02/03 
Kerry Schmidt          02/13 
Jay Perkins               02/15 
Philippe Douet          02/16 
Joe Wilson         02/19 
Rick Emery              02/20 
E.L. Dunn           02/21 
Cameron Lynch        02/21 
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Well, Dillos welcome to February 09.  We are already in the 2nd month 
of the new year.  Although its still a little nippy outside things are just 
warming up.  We have our first dive event of the year, the Pool 
Olympics on February the 7th.    Keeping with tradition, the Arctic dive 
with the Rebels will be on the last weekend of the month, all and all a 
good start to the new dive season.  

Once again I would like to thank our very special guest speaker for the 
January club meeting Mr. Walter Davis for his excellent slide show of 
Indonesia.  This has always been a very popular presentation.  

The club meeting this month will host the guest speaker Mr. David 
Prichard our own current Sgt At Arms.  The presentation will be Hot 

Dive Spots in the US and it’s Territories.  This topic is of increasing interest lately and 
something most divers may overlook as possible dive destinations.  With these economic 
times and rising costs of travel abroad you may once again consider these great dive 
experiences in our own back yard.  

As always to keep up to date with all the Scubadillo current dive and social events check 
out our website @ www.scubadillo.org, also give us your feedback and let us know what 
appeals to you.   

And above all, have fun, stay safe and let’s go diving! 

Kevin 

Mark Your Calendars!  Texas Parks & Wildlife Department has produced a visually 
stunning and highly informative documentary called “Texas: The State of Flowing Water” 
that will air on PBS stations throughout the state at 8 PM on February 12.  
 
The program will feature environmental leaders such as Ken Kramer of the Lone Star 
Chapter of the Sierra Club, landowners, anglers, river recreationists, and others who know 
and love Texas rivers and the state’s coastal bays and estuaries.  But the stars of the show 
are the natural water features themselves and the fish and wildlife that they nurture.   
 
Texas is blessed with an incredible bounty of water resources.  The preservation of those 
resources is not assured, however; their future depends on the efforts of all of us to protect 
our natural water heritage.  The Parks & Wildlife program will highlight some of the steps 
being taken now to insure that our rivers continue flowing. 

A Word From Your President 

Kevin Rusch—2009 
Scubadillo President 
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International Scuba in Garland is having a White's Dry suit Demo Day on Feb 7th.  The demo will 

run from 10:00am till 4:00pm at our new store located at 5418 Broadway Blvd Garland 75043.   

Bring your C-Card, a swimsuit, towel and a desire for adventure! Join us at the Garland Location 
to test out the new Whites FUSION Drysuits!!!! 

 The Manufacturer will be here to tell you all about this new indusrty standard for Dry Suit Diving. 
Step into one, get in the pool and you'll NEVER go back to a wetsuit again! 
  

We'll have great promotions going on, munchies, and surprises all day! Grab a few dive buddies, 

come out and DIVE DRY IN 2009 with International Scuba !!! 

 

2009 ‘Dillo Pool Dive Day 

gathering with main course 
provided but BYOB and a side 
dish. 

The pool dive will start at 1 PM 

with the social starting around 5 

PM.  The natatorium is located 

on the backside of J.J. Pearce 

High School (behind the tennis 

courts and near the baseball 

field).  The school is located at 

1600 N. Coit Road between 

Campbell and Arapaho. 

your next dive vacation.  As with 
last year's event, we'll feature 
some games for prizes and this 
year we will set up some photo 
targets for all those who need to 
practice the ir underwater 
photography skills. 

After the pool dive, we'll again 
ga the r  a t  Ph i l ippe  and 
Elizabeth's house nearby (at 387 
Bedford Drive off of Campbell 
Rd., just west of Central 
Expressway) for a social 

Even though it's cold outside 
now, you can still knock off the 
rust of your diving skills by 
coming out the afternoon of 
February 7 to the second annual 
`Dillo Pool Dive Day in the 
heated Olympic-sized natatorium 
of J.J. Pearce High School in 
Richardson. 

It's time to test out that new gear 
you got for Christmas and a 
chance to practice your 
buoyancy skills before going on 

White’s Fusion  

Dry Suit Demo February 7th 

D i l l o  D i v e r  
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I try to stay up with not only the 
scuba diving industry through 
trade journals, but the travel 
industry as well since many of my 
dive trips are all around the 
world.  The other day I was 
shocked by an update in 
Undercurrent's online edition that 
will make me change the way I 
travel on dive trips. 

If you have taken a dive trip in the 
past few years then you already 
know how hard it is to get dive 
gear, camera gear, clothes and 
your necessities packed into a pair 
of 50-pound bags for your one-
week or two-week vacation to a 
tropical location.  My wife, 
Waleena, and I have switched to 
lightweight softsided suitcases and 
wheeled duffle bags that give us a 
few more pounds of contents as 
opposed to more than a third of 
your 50-pound l imit being 
the heavy hardshell suitcase itself. 

We have TSA-approved padlocks 
that we put on the zipper clasps 
that at least give nosey baggage 
handlers a little bit harder time to 
open and see what expensive 
t h i n g s  c an  mys t e r i o u s l y 
disappear.  Some of our 
destinations, like Miami and San 
Juan, are notorious for thieves 
plucking through bags in 
transit.  Luckily, we haven't had 
anything vanish so far, which I 
have credited to our locked 
luggage and another little trick that 
I will discuss later. 

The update I read just blew the 
above out of the water.  It was a 
report about a You Tube video 
showing viewers about how easy it 
is to break into these zippered 

bags without even touching the 
lock or showing any sign of 
tampering. 

All you have to do, according to 
the video and Undercurrent's own 
test, is use a regular writing pen or 
knife to pry open the zipper teeth 
and run the pen or knife between 
the zipper teeth to completely 
open the suitcase.  After you are 
finished checking out the contents 
of the case, then just use the two 
locked zippers to go back and 
forth over the opened area to 
completely seal the bag back 
again. 

So much for locks on these 
bags.  The Undercurrent report 
said it took them only 30 seconds 
to open a bag with a BIC pen and 
seal it back up again.  They 
suggest you use hard-shelled 
suitcases with keyed locks for 
bags that contain expensive 
gear.  The soft-shell bags can be 
used, but put items in there that 
don't appeal to thieves. 

This trick is not limited to airports 
either.  Hotels and resorts often 
have to store luggage in back 
rooms for long periods of time - 
enough time for a bad bellhop with 
a pen.  When you open your bag 
and discover an item or two 
missing then where do you lay 
blame? 

One of the things that you can do 
to help keep your travel items safe 
(the trick I mentioned earlier) is to 
not advertise to the handlers that 
you have expensive gear 
inside.  They only have a limited 
amount of time to choose which 
bags to pilfer, so don't advertise 

with a "pick me" set of logos on 
your bags.  I'm sorry to the dive 
shops that sell dive bags with 
impressive manufacturer logos on 
them, but that's just the same as 
putting a sign on your bag that 
says "expensive dive gear in 
here." 

Beat-up, nondescript bags may 
not be preferred for Ritz Carlton 
hotels, but they do tend to get your 
i t e m s  s a f e l y  t o  d i v e 
destinations.  Of course, carry on 
your most expensive items so that 
they are always with you. 

Because of the airline weight 
restrictions, many dive destination 
operators are stocking top-of-the-
line rental gear for their customers 
(which sometimes comes free with 
your dive booking).  You may want 
to check ahead by e-mail with the 
dive operator about what they 
can reserve you in your size so 
that you don't have to bring it. 

If you haven't yet joined an airline 
frequent-flyer program or a hotel 
chain's frequent-stay program, 
then do so as soon as 
possible.  At a certain level, some 
airlines give you two bags free on 
domestic flights or even 70-pound 
limits per bag.  Hotel members can 
often get free services, such as 
high-speed internet service, that 
other guests have to pay to use. 

If you want to have a fun and 
worry-free vacation, then you need 
to learn to become a "smart 
traveler."  Put some time and effort 
into planning out all aspects of 
your next trip, including packing, 
before you go. 

“Did you know3?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a coral in Raja Ampat   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lembah with a Nudibranch 

 

2009 Scubadillo Officers 

PresidentK.KKKKKKKKKK.Kevin Rusch 

Vice PresidentKKK...KKK.KK.Mike Krieger 

TreasurerKKKKKK...KKK...Shannon Roys 

SecretaryKKKKKKK...KK..........Ann Keller 

Sgt. At ArmsKKKKKKKK.....David Prichard 

Dir. Of Club Affairs...KKKKKKK.Gary Gibbs 

Social DirectorKKK...KKK..K..Sylvia Evelyn 

Newsletter EditorKKK...KK.....Angela Krieger 

2009 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 

Henry Aschner  

Judy Aschner 

Philippe Douet 

Sonny Gaither 

Patrick Lynch 

Happiest of Happy Hours:  

February 20th 5:30-8:00 pm—

Sambuca’s 15207 Addison Rd, 

Addison, TX 75001 Phone: (972) 

385-8455.  Located just off of 

Beltline Road, in the heart of  

Addison, Sambuca is the place to 

dine, drink & dance the night away.  

February 28th-March 1st—2009 

Arctic Dive Place:  Marietta  

Landing.  Lake Murray , OK.  Tickets 

$10 until February 20th, $13 at the 

event.  Available at February 5th 

Meeting.  Diving - around 1:00pm 

Dinner - whenever Sadler has it 

ready. 

Wine and Cheese Tasting after 

dinner. 

Bonfire until everyone's asleep. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Thursday, February 5th—This 

month’s  guest speaker is David 

Prichard with a presentation on Hot 

Dive Spots in the US and it’s 

territories.   

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour 

starts at 6:30 pm.  The meeting 

begins promptly at 7:30 pm. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday,  

March 5th. 

Upcoming Events 

February 7th 1 pm—’Dillo Pool 

Dive Day.  J.J. Pearce High School 

in Richardson.  After the pool dive we 

will meet at Philippe & Elizabeth’s 

house for a social gathering. 

 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 

www.scubadillo.org 
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No matter how many padlocks 
you put on your zippered 
suitcases, thieves will still 
have an easy time opening 
them with a simple ballpoint 
pen.  

Watch this YouTube video 
(ht tp: //www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nwfYuUPcgHg) to 
see how poking a pen or knife 
through the suitcase zipper 
easily opens and closes the 
bag, leaving no trace. We 
tried it with a Bic and it took 
less than 30 seconds to get 
our zipper bags open and 
closed.  

Not only do some bags get 
zipped open in the bowels of 
airports, we've had divers 

report that when checking out 
of a dive resort, they left their 
gear in the room to be picked 
up by a bellhop, and their gear 
disappeared in the interim.  

To protect your expensive 
dive gear from luggage 
thieves, use a hard-sided 
"clamshell" suitcase with a 
metal latch and lock system.  

Why Luggage Locks Are Useless Where In The World 
Is Scuba Girl? 


