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Happy New Year Scubadillos and welcome to 2009! I am very much looking forward 
to serving as your new president for this New Year… But first, I would like to thank 
the 2008 officers and board members for their hard work, dedication and enthusiasm 
though out 2008.  Also the same for all the club members that volunteer and work 

behind the scenes, your efforts are greatly appreciated.   We had a great year.  I want 
to welcome the new officers and board members, thanks for stepping forward to help 

build the 2009 team… 

Looking on the agenda for 2009— as always we have our traditional club dives, like 

the February Arctic Dive with the Rebels and the big club events like the April 
Crawfish Boil, but this is also a special year for the Scubadillos.   We are officially 
turning 25 this year.  Not many area dive clubs can make that claim!  We have plans 
in the works to do something special, we’ll keep you posted on what we come up 
with in the coming weeks.   As tradition in our club meetings we will continue 

scheduling both interesting and informative guest speakers.   The month of January our guest speaker will be 
Mr. Walter Davis.   With his decades of dive and photography experience, this has made him a very popular 

choice.  He will be presenting an outstanding Indonesia slideshow and that’s just the beginning… stay tuned. 

I do believe we have truly a great year ahead! 

As my old dive instructor used to say, be smart, be safe, have fun… your best dives are yet to come 

Lets go diving 

Kevin  

A Word From Your President 

Kevin Rusch—2009 
Scubadillo President 
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Spree Expeditions (www.SpreeExpeditions.com) announced that the company is moving the award-winning liveaboard scuba diving 
boat MV Spree to the Dry Tortugas in the Florida Keys for full-time operation based out of Key West beginning May 2009. 

Dry Tortugas Offer Excellent Diving in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary—The island chains of the Florida Keys and 
Dry Tortugas provide fabulous scuba diving with few weather cancellations. At the far western boundary of the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary lie the Dry Tortugas. The isolated reefs of the Dry Tortugas are home to sharks, dolphins, turtles, and over 500 
species of fish, in addition to abundant sponges, corals, and waving gorgonians. 

MV Spree Offers Sport Diving Charters and Technical Diving Charters—Sport diving charters to the Dry Tortugas run for 3, 4 or 
5 days, and offer up to 5 dives each day. The MV Spree also offers 3-day and 5-day “keys krawls”, featuring the wrecks and reefs of 
the lower keys. In recognition of the beneficial role that Nitrox plays in diver safety, Nitrox is free on all charters.. For technical divers, 
the MV Spree offers specialized technical diving charters to the Key West Ghost Fleet and the deep wrecks of the Dry Tortugas. 

About Spree Expeditions and the MV Spree—Spree Expeditions provides sport diving, technical diving, and marine science 
research services in and around the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. The MV Spree is a US-flagged, US Coast Guard-
inspected 100- foot triple-screw diesel crew boat class vessel converted for scuba diving and marine science operations. The crew 
and operations of the MV Spree have been recognized with numerous awards from industry leaders such as Scuba Diving 
Magazine. 

 

Sipadan’s Dive Permit System Keeps Some Divers Out Of Its Waters 

was hilarious to see Americans and 
Europeans signing Japanese or Russian 
names.” 

Patty Shales (Los Angeles, CA), who dived 
Sipadan and Mabul in November, says it’s 
not the divers affecting the ecosystem, it’s 
the fishermen. “On every dive, we were 
terrified by one or two loud bursts of 
dynamite. Having visited the area last 
January, I noticed a big decrease in the 
numbers of fish. Certain species have all but 
disappeared, including the clown frogfish, the 
ghost pipefish, flamboyant cuttlefish and 
many nudibranchs. The reefs lack the fresh 
vibrant colors; they seem dead and covered 
with sand.” 

No one at SMART replied to Undercurrent’s 

emails requesting details. Jenny Collister, 

president of the dive travel agency Reef & 

Rainforest, says the permit system is a huge 

problem with no solution in sight. “We did not 

get great results when trying to get refunds 

for our customers, nor were we informed of 

the permit change until October 14.” She was 

able to give the heads-up to a dive group 

leaving on October 30 and they managed to 

do six dives in six dive days. “It’s my guess 

that the resorts do give preferential treatment 

to some guests over others. The group I had 

was led by a pro photographer for the third 

year in a row who volunteers his time there 

for photo week, so I would assume that he 

got special treatment. We are strongly 

warning people about what to expect.” 

and dive site for the following day. Imagine 
trying to enjoy lunch as everyone prayed their 
name would be assigned the Sipadan dive 
boat! To add fuel to the fire, the SMART 
manager made a huge production of plugging 
names in and erasing others.” 

Jon Hoffman (Atlanta, GA), who stayed at 
SMART in November, says the lottery is a 
farce and favors divers that the resort staff 
likes. “We were the only group of Americans 
there and interacted with the staff and locals, 
compared to the predominantly Russian 
clientele, who were rude in general and 
complained loudly and incessantly. We were 
told that it was luck in the ‘lottery’ that our 
names were drawn to go to Sipadan three 
times in six days while the Russian groups 
only got drawn once in seven days. Of 
course, that only led to them complaining 
even more rudely and loudly -- and even 
worse luck in the ‘lottery.’ If you were ‘lucky’ 
enough to get your name drawn, you did five 
dives in one day at Sipadan beginning at 
5:30 a.m. Given that your package includes 
three boat dives a day, the day following a 
Sipadan excursion was limited to a single 
boat dive for the next two days.” 

Even if you get to Sipadan, the entry process 
is a shady one, says Jonathan Blake 
(LaVerne, CA), who stayed at Sipadan Water 
Village Resort in September. “To visit 
Sipadan and Kapalai, we needed to get 
permission from the military guards stationed 
on the island. It was a joke. The Divemaster 
would have a list of guest names from the 
resort on his sign-up sheet. Each diver would 
be assigned a name and we had to sign it! It 

Jacques Cousteau called the Malaysian 
island of Sipadan “an untouched piece of art.” 
The government’s new permit system of 
restricting divers to a maximum of 120 per 
day is preventing many divers, who paid 
thousands of dollars and traveled for days, 
from ever setting fin in the waters 
s ur r ou n d i ng t h is  d i v i n g m ec c a. 
 
Susie Hills (Sausalito, CA) warns divers 
intending to go to Sipadan to first check with 
their travel agent and dive operator about 
how the permit system will affect their dive 
itinerary. She and her two dive buddies 
stayed at the Sipadan-Mabul Resort 
(SMART) for a week in October but were only 
able to dive Sipadan for one day. “Before 
booking in May, we had heard about the new 
permit system, but we had no idea the extent 
to which it would limit the diving, and the 
inequality of the process. The rest of our dive 
days were spent diving around Mabul and 
Siamil Island and while those are good dive 
sites, we did not fly halfway around the world 
and spend thousands of dollars to dive 
Mabul. 

“There are 12 resorts and one liveaboard 
attempting to land the 120 golden permits to 
dive Sipadan. At SMART, there were 101 
divers. It appears some resorts get more 
permits allotted each day than others, and 
the allotment appears random and 
circumspect. Borneo Divers was getting 22 to 
25 permits a day while SMART only got 10 to 
12 permits a day. The stress to find out if you 
would ‘win’ the trip to Sipadan the next day 
was ridiculous. SMART has a giant board, 
where each diver is assigned to a dive boat 

Award-winning Liveaboard Dive Boat MV Spree  

Moves  to Florida’s Dry Tortugas in 2009 

D i l l o  D i v e r  

Reprinted from : www.undercurrent.org 
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As the local waters have cooled 
down for the winter, so have the 
underwater activities of area divers.  
Many find a “chilly” feeling about 
immersing themselves in 50-degree 
water and then come out into air 
temperature that’s not much better. 

Yet, it is important to keep your diving 
skills up and stay in practice.  One 
way is to schedule a tropical trip.  
That is the most enjoyable way to 
“get wet,” but it does tend to be a bit 
pricey to do very often. 

Another way to practice your diving 
skills is in a heated pool, but those 
aren’t a common item to find.  Certain 
scuba classes and refreshers from 
dive shops allow you to knock the 
rust off and learn some new 
proficiency in the confines of warm 
water. 

The Scubadillos will soon hold their 
second annual “pool dive day.” This 
will be held in an Olympic-sized 
natatorium which will give you a 
chance to come out on a weekend 
afternoon to try out that new gear you 
got for Christmas.  Or, if it has been 
awhile since you last dived, you can 
just remind yourself about what to do 
with your scuba gear underwater 
before that upcoming exotic vacation 
trip. 

Like last year, the pool day event will 
not only give you a chance to blow 
bubbles, but we will also have 
participants team up for some fun 
underwater Olympic games for 
prizes.  These games are actually 
good ways to expand your buoyancy 
competence and movement dexterity 
in scuba gear. 

Since there are so many budding 
underwater photographers in the club 
we will also set up a variety of photo 
subjects in the water so that 
everyone can practice their focusing, 
lighting and composition techniques.  

We’ll even have some experienced 
photographers on hand to lend a few 
tips on the subject. 

Of course, besides the tropical trip or 
heated pool options, there is always 
the opportunity to head to a lake or 
river for the “real deal.”  Unless your 
intention is to see what interesting 
shade of blue you can become, then 
wearing the proper thermal protection 
is important. 

If you plan to get wet at our upcoming 
Arctic Dive at Lake Murray, then a 
thick wetsuit is recommended (more 
than 5mm), but a drysuit is 
preferable.  Remember, a wetsuit 
works by trapping a layer of water 
against the skin that eventually heats 
up to your body temperature unless 
you have loose seals that allow the 
warm water to flow out and the cold 
water to flow in. 

If you don’t have a thick wetsuit, then 
double up and layer your wetsuits 
(like skiing outfits).  Regardless, you 
will still get that initial chilly rush of 
water seeping into your suit, but after 
a minute you should feel comfortable.  
A drysuit actually keeps water away 
from your body and you wear warm 
clothing underneath the suit for 
thermal protection. 

Whether you use a wetsuit or a 
drysuit, it is important in cold water to 
wear a snug (but not too tight) hood 
since your body will loose most of its 
heat through your head because of 
the thin layer of skin protecting your 

major blood arteries.  Thick, not 
tropical, gloves will keep your hands 
from becoming popsicles even 
though they c an be a bi t 
cumbersome.  Don’t forget that your 
footsies need the proper protection 
as well. 

Once you finish your dive, you need 
to get dry and into some warm 
clothing.  Water saps heat away from 
your body 20 times faster than air, so 
bring a big towel to dry off and then 
cover up well to start bringing up your 
body temperature.  Hooded parkas 
are good to throw over you while you 
prepare to dry off.  Keeping behind a 
wind block will also help resist the 
loss of body heat. 

Whether it is off in the Caribbean, in 
the pool or out at the lake, don’t let 
your scuba gear collect dust!  Come 
on out to our club events and have a 
fun time. 

“Did you know9?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 



 

2009 Scubadillo Officers 

PresidentL.LLLLLLLLLL.Kevin Rusch 

Vice PresidentLLL...LLL.LL.Mike Krieger 

TreasurerLLLLLL...LLL...Shannon Roys 

SecretaryLLLLLLL...LL..........Ann Keller 

Sgt. At ArmsLLLLLLLL.....David Prichard 

Dir. Of Club Affairs...LLLLLLL.Gary Gibbs 

Social DirectorLLL...LLL..L..Sylvia Evelyn 

Newsletter EditorLLL...LL.....Angela Krieger 

2009 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 

Henry Aschner  

Judy Aschner 

Philippe Douet 

Sonny Gaither 

Patrick Lynch 

Your 2009 Membership Dues are due! 

We are extending a $5.00 discount 

for those who pay at the 01/06/09 

meeting.  After this meeting the dues 

revert back to $35 for individual 

memberships and $50 for a family 

membership. 

 

To fill out an application in advance, 

go to:  http://www.scubadillo.org/

forms/forms.htm and download and 

print both the 2009 Membership 

Application and the Waiver of 

Responsibility.   

Upcoming Meetings 

Tuesday, January 6th—This is a one 

time change from our usual first 

Thursday of the month.  This month’s  

guest speaker is Walter Davis with a 

presentation on Indonesia.   

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour 

starts at 6:30 pm.  The meeting 

begins promptly at 7:30 pm. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, 

February 5th. 

 

Upcoming Events 

TBA 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 

www.scubadillo.org 
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It's not a good time to dive Palm 
Beach's Breakers Reef. It's 
believed a tugboat line cut a swath 
about 200 yards long and 70 feet 
wide at the site a mile off the 
Breakers Hotel in early November, 
and divers who saw the aftermath 
say damage is extensive. We also 
heard that in John U. Lloyd State 
Park, south of Port Everglades, 
sponges were sliced, and soft and 
hard corals were cut and turned 
over. Palm Beach County Reef 
Rescue is offering a $2,500 
reward for information leading to 
the prosecution of whoever 
damaged Breakers Reef. State 
officials are asking divers not to 
flip, move or try to restore 
damaged corals because that will 
damage them more, but they're 
hoping some of the hard corals 
can be reattached to the sea floor 
with marine cement. 

Disaster In South 
Florida’s Reefs: 

New Location at the  
Reliant Arena, Houston, Texas 

January 24th & 25th, 2009 

Tickets are avialable at the show. 
Entrances is $ 10.00 

Discount Coupons are availabe at Local Dive Centers starting  
January 1st, 2009 

You can save 50% by picking up a discount coupon at your local store. 


