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I can’t believe it is already December and the year is almost over.  It’s time for 
the Scubadillo Christmas Party, music & dancing, excellent catered food, 
superb silent auction and raffle prizes, and puttin’ on the ritz!  This year is extra 
special as we will be raffling off a 42” HDTV to raise funds for our friends at the 
Dallas Aquarium. 

It is also time for elections for our 2009 Scubadillo officers.  December meeting 
marks elections, and this year we will include a presentation from our very own 
Ann & Jim Keller and their remarkable adventures in Belize.  You don’t want to 
miss it!  And if that wasn’t enough, we will have the biggest raffle of the year.  I 
have special pricing on tickets and lots of cool stuff (at least one prize valued 
over $300).  As we did last year, the raffle items are wrapped.  No junk, and 
over $500 in prizes! 

As your outgoing president, I do want to take a moment to discuss human impact on coral reefs and 
what you can (must) do to help. Coral reefs do attract snorkelers, divers, and eco-tourists, bringing 
much needed currency to tropical regions. Ironically, the increase in ecotourism is usually 
accompanied by an increase in reef damage. Divers and snorkelers harm the corals by touching the 
polyps, while the boats transporting eco-tourists to the reef may damage the reef by dragging anchors. 
On reefs all over the world, divers kick, grab, and break corals, and bang them silly by dragging octos 
and consoles that hang below them as they swim. Poor diver etiquette, poor buoyancy control, 
improperly secured gear, photography flashes (photographers in general), and blasts from fin kicks, is 
the main cause of diver induced damage to coral reefs.  Watch where your fins are, use color 
correcting lenses on your cameras to reduce the need for flash, take a peak performance buoyancy 
course, and secure your gear. 

Think before you buy - Many species of fish and invertebrates are harvested from the world's coral 
reefs for the aquarium industry. Unfortunately, poisons such as cyanide are often used in the Indo-
Pacific region, causing the deaths of many fish and surrounding corals. After the live fish are collected, 
up to half die as a result of poisoning or stress. Those that do survive have high mortality rates in 
home aquariums due to dietary and physical requirements. Corals and shells are also collected 
throughout the world and sold as souvenirs to tourists, made into jewelry, or exported as curios. This is 
just too precious to wear. 

Choose seafood wisely – choose only seafood which is sustainably harvested and safe to eat.  There 
are many seafood guides available.  You can download a handy one from the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
site, or go to the NOAA site.  Some of the most common fish available at the market are also on the 
“worst choice” list.  For example, Chilean sea bass, (the Pantagonian Toothfish) are in severe decline 
from overfishing. Popular with consumers, they fetch premium prices, which have spurred rampant 
illegal fishing. The longlines commonly used to catch Chilean sea bass often snag endangered 
albatrosses and other seabirds as they grab bait, and the birds end up drowning.   It is also a health 
watch for very high concentrations of mercury. 

As I bid farewell as your President, I also want to thank our 2008 officers and members of the board, 
as well as the many volunteers who have helped throughout the year for outstanding 2008.  The year 
would not have been a success without your help and I truly appreciate you!  I also want to thank our 
members for their many contributions.  As a thank you, the Scubadillos are offering a discount for 
members renewing their membership for 2009 ~ deadline is December meeting ~ another reason to 
be there.  See you there! 

I want to wish everyone a very Happy Holiday!                                                  Henry Aschner   ><))))’> 

A Word From Your President 

Henry Aschner—2008  
Scubadillo President 
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The Cayman Islands will augment its reputation as one of the top scuba diving destinations in the world with the sinking of the USS 
Kittiwake, slated for June 2009. With this new development, the Cayman Islands will create an exciting new dive attraction and 
artificial reef, while providing much needed relief for some of the most frequently visited dive sites. 

The USS Kittiwake, a de-commissioned naval ship, will be sunk on the north end of Grand Cayman's world famous Seven Mile 
Beach, providing underwater enthusiasts of all skill levels with a new year-round diving destination that is both easy to access and 
a thrill to explore. 

Minister of Tourism, Hon. Charles E. Clifford, said the acquisition of the USS Kittiwake will add diversity to Cayman's diving 
attractions and promote the preservation of marine life. "Our sea-faring heritage, our strong interest in presenting varied tourism 
offerings and our belief in preserving the environment, all played a major role in the decision to acquire this latest diving attraction." 

Speaking for the Cayman Islands Tourism Authority, USS Kittiwake Project Manager Nancy Easterbrook noted, "The Kittiwake has 
been a labor of love and extremely hard work for more than five years and we all look forward to seeing water-based tourism in 
Grand Cayman stimulated by this new underwater attraction, suitable for both divers and snorkelers." 

For more information on the world-class diving opportunities in the Cayman Islands, visit www.divecayman.ky or call your local 
travel agent or the Cayman Islands Department of Tourism at 1-877-4-CAYMAN.  

Have You Seen Me? 
NOAA officials are urging the aquarium 
industry to warn owners about not 
releasing live fish from aquariums. 

Photo by Dave Prichard 

They range from shallow to deep waters 
in various habitats, reproduce prolifically, 
and seem to eat most anything - 
especially young fish.  This may have an 
effect on native fish population as their 
numbers increase. 

Why did they show up here?  It is 
believed that aquarium owners are to 
blame rather than natural migration or 
being accidentally transported in the 
ballast tanks of cargo ships.  Lionfish 
can grow to 18 inches long and become 
too big for many aquariums.  In the first 
six months of 2003, more than 7,500 red 
lionfish were imported into Tampa 
according to one report.  It's a good 
guess that many were released into the 
ocean, especially after they ate several 
other expensive aquarium fish. 

Bermuda, which has also had lionfish 
show up in its waters, now bans the 
importation of live, nonnative fish and 
some US and Bahamas agencies are 
looking at proposing a similar ban. 

What has red, black and white stripes 
that now of a sudden seems to be all 
over the place?  If you are in the 
Bahamas, then it's probably the Red 
Lionfish (Pterois volitans) which has 
seen a population explosion over the 
past year.  

Researchers from REEF are working 
with several diving operations to study 
the floating cousin of the scorpionfish, 
whose normal territory is the South 
Pacific, Indian Ocean and the Red 
Sea.  Unknown to North American 
waters prior to the 1980's, the lionfish 
now range from the Bahamas up 
through Florida and North Carolina to 
the summer waters of New York. 

Lionfish have proliferated in the east 
coast waters primarily because early 
studies show that they have few, if any, 
predators other than man.  Sharks and 
eels avoid lionfish with their rows of 
billowing poisonous spines, it is 
uncertain if other predators do the same. 

Cayman Islands Sinking of USS Kittiwake  

Slated For June 2009 
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There is a secret to getting more 
enjoyment for yourself out of the sport of 
scuba diving.  Besides visiting new 
places and seeing wonderful sights 
beneath the waves, there is way to enjoy 
the sport more often without spending 
oodles of money. 

Does is mean spending time in frigid lake 
water during the cold months of Texas?  
No, that’s one possibility, but not one 
most seeks out.  Since this secret 
doesn’t involve spending lots of money, 
then going deep into debt to pay for 
exotic trips is not the answer (although 
many choose this route).  Trips are 
fantastic, but unless you get a big 
inheritance or get lucky with the lottery, 
then you are limited on how many you 
can take. 

The secret to added enjoyment in diving 
is always staying involved with others 
who have similar interests.  Think about it 
– is your thrill of diving totally what you 
see underwater, or is it the adventure 
you share with others while experiencing 
these fun aquatic journeys? 

Before and after the dive, does the 
camaraderie of being with your old and 
newfound friends make you happy?  
Sharing experiences and stories with 
each other helps relive “happy thoughts” 
that put a smile on your face.  Isn’t this 
one of the main reasons why you 
participate in this sport? 

These moments are not limited to being 
on a dive boat or at an oceanfront 
watering hole.  You relive these happy 
thoughts while “shooting the bull” at the 
dive shop.  You swap stories while 
learning new skills in specialty or 
advanced scuba classes.  You not only 
think of the past, but make new plans 
while participating in scuba club functions 
with your friends. 

By staying involved with the 
“camaraderie” of scuba diving between 
dive trips while networking with other 
divers, then you avoid becoming 
alienated from those “happy thoughts.”  
Too many divers end up just making 
once-a-year vacation trips with no 
interaction with other divers the rest of 
the year.  These folks often end up 

dropping out of the sport. 

A dive club gives you a chance to 
regularly keep up with your fellow diving 
friends during monthly meetings and 
scheduled outings.  This venue gives you 
a chance to not only keep up with old 
friends, but make new ones that have 
new stories to tell.  Both old and new 
friends help you decide on your next 
adventures since they tell you of places 
that they have found fascinating and 
either want to go back to or visit new 
destinations that they’ve heard was 
exciting. 

Dive clubs are a place to hear about new 
destinations, new products, new ideas or 
ways to just have dive-related fun.  
Speakers not only educate you on their 
experiences, but often are able to 
answers those nagging questions you 
might have had on a particular subject. 

But, just attending meetings a few times 
a year is not going to fulfill this need for 
scuba camaraderie!  Meetings are good 
in that existing friends can catch up on a 
regular basis, but they are not ideal for 
new people to make friends at the dive 
club.  Too many times people are 
unintentionally ignored when they visit.  
They then go on to seek friendlier groups 
elsewhere.  Again, it is not the intent of 
the club members to ignore these 
people, but there is just a limited time 
available during a meeting to catch up 
with friends that it can be easy to bypass 
a visitor. 

That is why most friendships are made at 

club outings.  Monthly local dive days at 
area dive sites are a great way to have 
time to meet and get to know people, as 
well as share new experiences of the 
event.  Social gatherings, such as the 
monthly happy hours, Crawfish Boil, 
Arctic Dive (mainly a fun social 
gathering), Luau weekend, Boat Float, 
Lake Ouachita dive trip, Pumpkin Dive 
weekend and other outings allow people 
to have an extended time to get to know 
each other and create friendships.  If you 
just go to a few meetings, then you are 
short-changing yourself! 

The absolute best way to get involved in 
a dive club is to volunteer to either be an 
officer or be on a committee that puts on 
these events.  Working together creates 
bonds with other people.  By 
volunteering, you get to help shape these 
fun events so that everyone can enjoy 
them – especially you!  It’s like voting in 
an election – if you don’t vote then you 
really can’t complain about the outcome 
since you didn’t contribute anything.  It is 
more fun when you are involved. 

In order for any dive club to function, 
members need to step up and get 
involved.  If everybody hangs back to do 
nothing, then nothing happens.  If you 
want fun and a venue for those “happy 
thoughts” with other divers, then step up 
and help make those fun events happen!  
Volunteer to be a club officer or 
committee member at the December 
meeting.  The more people involved, 
then the more fun and easier it is to have 
a great club! 

“Did you know…?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 



2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….……………………….Henry Aschner 
Vice President………...…………….Patrick Lynch 
Treasurer………………...………...Shannon Roys 
Secretary…………………...…........Judy Aschner 
Sgt. At Arms…………………….....Philippe Douet 
Dir. Of Club Affairs...……………..Ann Blackstock 
Social Director………...……………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...…….....Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 
David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

PRIZES 
Door prizes, raffles, and a  

Silent Auction 
 

Dancing 
 

DRESS to IMPRESS 
 

Need tickets? More info?  
Or, Want to help? 

 

Contact 
 

Judy Aschner at 
Judy.Aschner@sbcglobal.net

-or- 
Shannon Roys at  

s-roys@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Meetings

Thursday, December 4th—This month’s  
guest speakers are our very own Jim & Ann 
Keller with a presentation on their remarkable 
experience in Belize. 

Tuesday, January 6th, 2009  

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts at 
6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly at 7:30 
pm. 

Upcoming Events

12/06—Christmas Party—6:30 - 
Midnight. BYOB SpringPark Sports 
Club, 3330 Springpark Way, Garland, 
TX.   

Tickets at the door: $35   

What's in Store? 

 Catered Dinner 

 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 
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For some of you who think that 
diving in water below 70F is just 
crazy what can you do ? You could 
go the dry suit route which is a great 
way to go even if it takes a bit of 
training. Some divers have been 
known in having an interesting ‘style’ 
in the water – names are withheld to 
protect the innocent!  There is also 
another option in the form of an 
electrical vest, manufactured by 
Mangrove. The vest works a bit like 
an electrical blanket that you use for 

those winter cold nights, however for 
the vest, you plug it into a battery – 
(which can also be used for your 
light). Check out this website for 
more information www.aditech-
uw.com.

Cold Water Diving Help Wanted! 

Does it feel like the last dive trip that 
you have taken and the ones that you 
have planned for in the future are too 
far away?  Are you looking for a way 
to ‘relive’ your dive experience in 
some way? Maybe the game “Endless 
Ocean” will help you survive during 
these intervals. You need to have a 
Wii, (hopefully you are already or one 
of your friends is the happy owner of 
one).  This game is far from the 
adrenaline type shoot ‘em up, 
however this game will bring you the 
zen like dive feel and allow you to get 
more knowledge on the reef and 
creatures living in them...  

Ocean Fun 


