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N o v e m b e r  
B i r t h d a ys :  

Dan Blohowiak         11/04 

Travis Brooks           11/12 

Dan Calhoun            11/28 

 

M i l e s t o n e s :  
Dan Daniels achieved  
Dive Master 

Judy Aschner and  
Shannon Roys have 
earned their Advanced 
Open Water Certifications 

 

www.scubadillo.org 

Greetings, Dillos!  As we roll into November we start thinking about what 
we are thankful for this past year.  So, what are you thankful for?  I am 
thankful for family, especially two cute grandkids, a great group of friends 
and dive buddies in the Scubadillos, and very thankful you guys 
convinced Judy to give diving another try! 

November 11th also marks Veterans Day.  Veterans Day is an American 
holiday honoring military veterans. We celebrate on the same day as 
Armistice Day or Remembrance Day in other parts of the world, falling on 
November 11, the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended 
World War I. (Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 with the German 
signing of the Armistice.)  Veterans Day is largely intended to thank living 
veterans for their service, to acknowledge that their contributions to our 
national security are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all 

those who served - not only those who died - have sacrificed and done 
their duty.  I am thankful my son-in-law is now home from his second, long 

tour of duty in Iraq.  My thoughts are with those still in harms way and their families as we approach 
this holiday season. 

November also marks elections.  If you didn’t beat the rush at early voting, be sure to get out and vote 
November 4th.  Speaking of, we will continue to accept nominations for next year’s Scubadillo officers.  
As I stated last month, being an officer is truly a rewarding experience, and it has been an honor being 
your president the last two years.  As you know by now, the Scubadillos offer something for everyone: 
family events, lively and interesting meetings and guest speakers, dive outings, monthly Happy Hours 
at the newest and hippest (must be if WE are there) locations, Crawfish Boil and Christmas Ball 
(fundraisers), and a chance to make a difference with the Dallas Aquarium, Save the Manatees, and 
Coral Reef Alliance.  Let me know if you have an interest in holding an office in 2009.  Not interested in 
an office?  We could also use volunteers!  We need volunteers and coordinators for dive outings, 
committees for our annual fundraisers, photographers at events, chefs, article authors, etc.  Please let 
us know if you are available and willing to volunteer – don’t wait to be asked.  Be original, say YES! 

We have a new fundraiser this year, a raffle for a 42” LG 1080P HDTV ~ benefitting the Dallas 
Aquarium. The plan is to raffle this item at the Scubadillo Christmas Ball.  I need your help to make 
sure we sell enough tickets to cover our costs and raise some funds by then.  Please buy tickets, and 
please check some out to sell at work, and to family and friends. 

The Scubadillo Christmas Ball is also a fundraiser!  However, the economy has challenged our 
donation efforts for raffle and silent auction prizes.  Please, please let me know if you can help with 
any donation solicitations, e,g., your office, stores or restaurants you frequent, etc. 

The Scubadillo Christmas Ball will again be at Spring Park Sports Center, catered affair, dancing, 
silent auction and more!  Get your tickets now and dust off that tux, zoot suit, evening gown or prom 
dress.  I will see you there! 

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone! 

 

Henry Aschner   ><))))’> 

A Word From Your President 

Henry Aschner—2008  
Scubadillo President 
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SCUBADILLO CHRISTMAS BALL ~ 2008SCUBADILLO CHRISTMAS BALL ~ 2008SCUBADILLO CHRISTMAS BALL ~ 2008 

Dinner & Dancing! 
Saturday, December 6th, 6:30 pm – 12 Midnight 

Springpark Sports & Community Center 
3330 Springpark Way, Garland, TX 75044 

DJ_DFW.COM 
Catered Dinner 

Huge Silent Auction and Raffle! 
Attire: Holiday Festive 
(BYOB & MIXERS) 

 
$25 Members, 

$30 Non-Members, 
$35 after November 30th and 

at door. 
 

Tickets on sale at the  
meeting or contact  

Shannon, Judy or Ann for 
tickets! 

 

The SCUBADILLO Dive Club is giving away this beautiful  42”1080P 
HD-TV to raise money to support our friends at the Dallas Aquarium at 
Fair Park 
Tickets are $5.00 each. 

The drawing is scheduled to be held on  
Saturday, December 6th, 2008. 
 
You need not be present to win 
 
A limited number of tickets to be sold. 

LG - 42" 1080p Flat-Panel LCD HDTV  
Model: 42LG50 | SKU: 8749394  
MSRP $1,499.99 
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The financial crisis of the U.S. 
economy has nearly everyone keeping 
their hands in the pockets when 
considering potential purchases of any 
type, or at least giving the purchase a 
good hard look before committing 
dwindling funds. 

Consumers are especially scrutinizing 
non-essential purchases, such as 
scuba diving equipment and dive 
travel, and the dive industry is feeling 
the punch as it prepares to tighten its 
belt.  Another Dallas area dive shop 
has closed its doors, Blue Dolphin 
Scuba in Frisco, to stop losing money, 
as no relief is in sight in the 
foreseeable future. 

The Dive Equipment Manufacturers 
Association (DEMA) annual tradeshow 
just concluded in Las Vegas and the 
mood was subdued as exhibitors 
noticed less professional attendees at 
the show (the show is for dive industry 
professionals only and not consumers).  
Everyone seemed to be expecting a 
downturn in sales and travel in 2009, 
although optimists hope that die-hard 
divers will always find a way to enjoy 
their sport. 

This could be good news to you the 
diver – or bad news.  With their backs 
up against the wall, dive shops, 
manufacturers and dive travel 
businesses may start of fering 
discounted deals to generate business.  
If you find that you do have some 
disposable income for your favorite 
sport, then it may be a good time to do 
some shopping.  On the other hand, 

you may end up with fewer options 
available to you as more dive 
operations decide to go out of 
business. 

If you want to help out the Dallas area 
scuba industry, then at least show your 
face in your favorite shops to service 
your equipment (remember that your 
gear does need annual servicing) and 
check out whatever deals they might 
have for you.  At least lots of bodies 
walking through their doors will give 
them encouragement to stay open. 

While DEMA was an industry trade 
show, there are many consumer scuba 
diving shows that you can attend to 
see the latest in equipment and learn 
more about diving destinations.  These 
shows also offer educational seminars 
that will increase your knowledge of 
the sport – often from the diving 
industries’ most famous celebrities. 

The first one coming up will be the 
Florida Dive Show in Palm Beach, 
Florida from November 15-16.  Check 
out the show, grab some gear and hit 
the water while you are in the area. 

The best opportunity for Dallas area 
divers will be Texas’ own dive show in 
Houston on the weekend of January 
24-25.  The second-annual Texas Dive 
Show (replacing the former Sea Space 
show) will be held at the Reliant Arena 
this year after moving from last year’s 
Marriott Galleria location.  A lot of great 

speakers conducted seminars during 
the last show and numerous exhibitors 
displayed their wares and services.  
Check out  more updates at 
www.divechronicles.com/texas/. 

If attending that show gets you excited, 
then you can run up to the Chicago 
area to attend the Our World 
Underwater show in Rosemont, IL on 
the February 20-22 weekend.  The 
next month you can get more 
immersion of the scuba industry at the 
Beneath the Sea show at the 
Meadowlands Exposition Center in 
New Jersey on March 27-29 weekend. 

The largest consumer scuba show in 
the country, aptly named the Scuba 
Show, will be held at the Long Beach 
Convention Center in California on 
May 30-31.  Last year, over 11,000 
scuba enthusiasts attended the show. 

With all of these major scuba 
tradeshows (and many more smaller 
venues) coming up, you can follow in 
the path of “Deadheads” and 
“Parrotheads” to become a traveling 
“scuba groupie.”  Or, use that money to 
update your gear and go hit an exotic 
dive destination. 

 

“Did you know…?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 



2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….……………………….Henry Aschner 
Vice President………...…………….Patrick Lynch 
Treasurer………………...………...Shannon Roys 
Secretary…………………...…........Judy Aschner 
Sgt. At Arms…………………….....Philippe Douet 
Dir. Of Club Affairs...……………..Ann Blackstock 
Social Director………...……………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...…….....Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 
David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

SAVE SAVE SAVE SAVE 

 

Save $5 off your 2009 
Membership if you  
renew by December  
meeting.  Single $35 $30,

Family $50 $45. Renewal 
forms will be available at 
the  meeting. 

 

Renew and save!!! 

 

Next Meeting

Thursday, November 6th—This month’s  
guest speaker is  Jackie Mitchell of the 
Cayman Islands Tourism Board.   Jackie will 
update us on the latest in Cayman, Little 
Cayman and Cayman Brac. 

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts at 
6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly at 7:30 
pm. 

Next Happy Hour

Friday, November 21st—5:30-8:00 pm.  The 
Londoner, 14930 Midway Rd., Addison, TX  
972-458-2444.  Located just south of Beltline 
on the east side of Midway...looks like a red 
brick house. 

The Londoner offers a wide range of national 
and international beers and ales. Not sure 
what to choose? Just ask for a taste sample. 
The menu features many traditional British 
dishes. However, if this is not your cup of tea, 
you will find an assortment of local, regional 
and all American favorites, such as Stuffed 
Jalapenos, which are legendary. 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 
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From the department of Now I've Seen Everything: The high-heeled flipper 
 

These High Tide Heels by Australian designer Lisa Carney have been around for a little while, but I have to say, 
they're completely new to me.  Really? A flipper, with a heel? What is going on in the world? Imagine for a minute 
how challenging, graceless and completely not sexy it is to walk in flippers. Now add what appears to be a 4-inch 
rubber heel. My stars. I think you'd be better off wrapping your legs together Splash mermaid style and hopping 
around.  To be fair, it's unclear to me if these shoes were ever meant for real life. Carney used them in a runway 
show, so they were one of those fashion torture devices meant solely for models. But check out the picture above! 
They're now on sale, somewhere, for actual people to purchase.  


