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October marks my favorite time of the year.  The dog days of 
summer are behind us, the weather is great, the trees are turning 
red and gold, and the Scubadillos go to Tyler for our annual 
Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest, GermanFest, and German 
Beer and Wine tasting!  Our Sgt at Arms, Philippe, sent out the invite 
for our final dive event of the year, so reply soon so we can get a 
headcount.  The Pumpkin Carving rules have been posted on the 
website, and we will have a kids carving contest again this year. 

As in past months, I was going to provide details of the big holiday 
this month, Halloween.  Folks, it would take up the whole newsletter 
on the history of Halloween, and it goes back thousands of years to 
the Celtics.  I found it very interesting and recommend you go the 
History Channel’s website, www.history.com, and check out the 

various articles. 

However, I did find many other holidays in October that we need to celebrate.  October is 
National Pizza Month as well as National Vegetarian Month.  I guess you could celebrate both 
with a Vegan Pizza!  Of course, it’s also Eat Country Ham Month and Seafood Month.  And 
Cookie Month!  It’s also Adopt A Shelter Dog Month – (ask Ann B. about her new addition!). 

Meeting night, October 2nd is Name Your Car Day!  Probably lots of Christines and Kits out 
there.  The 9th is Moldy Cheese Day, followed by National Angel Food Cake Day.  The 11th is 
Take Your Teddy Bear to Work Day, the 12th is Moment of Frustration Day, 17th is Wear 
Something Gaudy Day, and the 19th is Evaluate Your Life Day!  Oops, I am already celebrating 
October 21st – Babbling Day.  For more great holidays go to www.holidayinsights.com. Don’t 
forget “Punk For A Day Day” on the 25th!

This also marks Make A Difference Month.  What better way to make a difference than by 
volunteering for an office, committee, or chair with the Scubadillos!  We have many 
opportunities to volunteer.  Got some ideas or something that interests you?  Let me know.  
How about organizing outings or arranging Happy Hours?  Maybe you are project oriented and 
want to take charge of the Crawfish Boil next year.  Good with numbers?  Maybe Treasurer is 
for you.  Maybe just take charge of a specific outing or training day.  Don’t be shy.  Be original ~ 
say yes to volunteering! 

What can you help with now?  Well, I will tell you.  We are selling tickets for a raffle ~ for a 42” 
LCD 1080P HDTV.  The drawing will be held at our Christmas Party.  We need everyone to 
pitch in and help out selling raffle tickets.  My goal is to sell 1,000 tickets.  The proceeds from 
this will go to the Dallas Aquarium.  Help the Dillos make a difference!  You can also buy some 
tickets!  Maybe buy a bunch and give them out to the trick-or-treaters at Halloween.  Better than 
candy. 

See you at the Tyler event.  Happy Halloween Everyone! 

Henry     ><))))’> 

A Word From Your President 

Henry Aschner—2008  
Scubadillo President 
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Last month I went on a dive trip and I think I speak for all in attendance that we had a great time.  However, we (read: mostly “I”) had 
some mishaps along the way. 

Upon getting to the first dive site, I started to assemble my gear when the filter on my first stage fell out, a loose washer was to 
blame.  We got it back in, but my gauge registered 000 PSI, so we assumed there was something wrong with the set up.  Thankfully 
a fellow diver loaned me their extra reg set.  I also had my dive tool and we were able to swap out the BC hose and air integration 
transmitter to make it work with the rest of my gear.  We hooked the new set up to the tank,  but again it registered 000 PSI.  We 
tried the next tank I brought along, once again 000 PSI.  It was clear at this point that I had rented not one but two empty tanks.  
Another fellow diver got their tank back after the annual VIS test with no air as well.  Fortunately, there were people on board who 
did not consume a lot of air on the first dive and we had a couple tank equalizers on board so I was set for dive number two, or so I 
thought.  I started out on the next dive with a couple buddies, but due to a lost fin (names withheld to protect the innocent), we 
surfaced, descended for the recovery and with the recovery mission accomplished, resumed our dive.  At this point, I could not 
equalize my ears.  The dive gods were not on my side.  I stayed top side the rest of the day and had a great time just socializing with 
other non-divers on the last of the second and all of the third dive. 

After the second dive, we refilled all 26 tanks, including my one of my two empties.  Upon gearing up for the third dive, we found that 
several tanks would not hold a seal.  We changed out the O-rings on the first  two tanks, to no avail.  Again the good air consumption 
of the group and equalizers on board made additional dives possible for all.  I still do not know what caused the malfunctions, but I 
am sure someone on the trip figured it out. 

The dives the next day went off as planned.  No additional equipment malfunctions.  But I think the first day has some lessons to 
review and shows how a well prepared diver / group can save a trip.  First, check that PSI before leaving the shop!  We tend to rely 
on dive shops to do what we expect, but the reality is that they are human and can make mistakes.  And their mistakes can put a 
kink your vacation/dive plans.  Second, having redundancy systems (1st - 2nd stage / computer / etc.) and the ancillary tools for diving 
(dive tools / spare O-rings / tank equalizers) can save an otherwise well planned trip. 

Even with all the equipment problems, I had a great time with friends and any day even trying to dive is better than a day at the 
office! 

Happy Diving ... or socializing! 

Lake Ouachita—Labor Day Dive 

the water.  Freshwater sponges can also 
be found in the spring-fed lake. 

After a long day of diving and boating, the 
group often gathered into a few of the 
cabins for a shared dinner and 
camaraderie.  During the long weekend, 
several of the group took advantage of 
some of the Hot Springs spa treatments, 
while others tried their luck in the local 
crystal mines.  The Crater of Diamonds 
State Park in nearby Murfreesboro has 
also had a few 'Dillos spotted there in 
recent visits. 

The Scubadillos will again be exploring 
the waters of Lake Ouachita during the 
Labor Day weekend of 2009, so make 
plans to join the fun! 

Zebra Rock was the favorite dive site as 
the group made daily dives there to hunt 
for crystals underwater and check out the 
variety of marine life that swarmed divers 
during "mining" operations.  The site is 
named for the striations of quartz veins 
running through the boulders that look like 
zebra stripes. 

The Whirlpool dive site doesn't have a 
whirlpool now (but it did back before the 
lake was made when the river hit a sharp 
bend and often created one), but it did 
give many 'Dillos the opportunity to 
practice their deep diving and check out 
the cliff's wall underwater.  At Crawdaddy 
Island, several 'Dillos got the chance to 
see a freshwater jellyfish pulsate through 

A boatload of 'Dillos invaded the clear 
waters of Lake Ouachita near Hot 
Springs, AR over the Labor Day weekend 
with most coming away with treasures 
and lots of good memories. 

This trip has become an annual Summer 
holiday trek for the club with 21 'Dillos 
loading onto the large, covered party 
barge that departed each day from the 
Scubadillo-dominated Spillway Resort 
and Marina.  With Captain Steve Partain 
at the helm and the dynamic duo of 
Philippe Douet and Elizabeth McNair 
directing the festivities, the gang enjoyed 
many fun dives and delicious meals 
during the two-day event. 

By Shannon Roys 

When a Dive Trip Doesn’t Go As Planned 

Make The Best Of It 
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“I had a manta ray pass right over me 
on that last dive!”  “Oh, baloney, is this 
another “fish” story you’re telling me?”  
“Nope, because I have proof – I took a 
picture!” 

Underwater photography can be a great 
way for you to preserve your memories 
of that exotic dive adventure that you 
probably paid a pretty price to 
experience.  It can also help you 
remember what you saw for your dive 
log, as well as help identify that 
“strange-looking” critter. 

You don’t have to spend thousands of 
dollars on those professional camera 
rigs to get some good photos.  There 
are many “point-and-shoot” cameras 
with underwater housings on the market 
now that take great photos – if you know 
how to use them! 

A diver with a multi-thousand dollar rig 
can still take crappy shots, just like the 
diver with the inexpensive camera 
system if neither knows the limit of what 
the camera can or cannot do 
underwater.  Yet, a diver with a 
“cheapo” camera can still pull off some 
good shots if they comprehend the 
parameters of what that particular 
camera can accomplish underwater. 

The human eye, in conjunction with the 
brain’s processor, can come up with 
some vibrant images for your memory 
that come self-edited to eliminate tiny 
crap floating in the water and even be 
color-corrected.  Unfortunately, a 
camera’s lens is nowhere near as 
sophisticated as the eye and will only 
preserve images of what it sees.  

“What’s this blurry, speckled blue 
image?  That’s not what I saw!” 

It seems that one of the rare shots you 
can take underwater (or on land) today 
is of a photographer using a “film” 
camera instead of a digital one.  Before, 
underwater shutterbugs were limited to 
at most 36 shots they could take on a 
dive with film or slides.  Now, you have 
hundreds of opportunities with digital to 
get some good photos on one dive.  The 
total number often depends upon how 
well your batteries hold out or the extent 
of your memory card’s capacity. 

Still, if you don’t know the basics of 
good underwater photography, then 
you’ll just be shooting hundreds of 
crappy shots with maybe a few “lucky” 
ones to show. 

Here are a few tips to help you get 
started with about any camera system. 

Get close!  The less water between your 
camera and the subject means the 
photo will be sharper with more vibrant 
colors because there is less interference 
(water is not clear). 

Shoot a cooperative subject.  Coral, 
sponges, slow-moving creatures and 

dive buddies are generally pretty 
cooperative in that they allow you to get 
up close and compose your shot.  
Swimming fish tend to get annoyed with 
photographers and often turn to show 
you their backside.  I think that in 
“schools” fish have learned to watch a 
photographer’s finger on top of the 
camera.  When the finger goes down 
then it’s time to show your butt! 

Shoot up!  With your camera, I mean, 
not drugs.  A creature or reef scene with 
a nice blue background will look better 
than a cluttered one that was shot down 
on a reef. 

Position your strobes out so the 
expanding light only illuminates the 
subject and not the water between the 
lens and the subject.  Otherwise, tiny 
particles floating in the water will show 
up as a snowstorm known as 
“backscatter.”  If you don’t have external 
strobes and are in murky water during a 
day dive, then try to turn off the 
camera’s internal flash so the camera 
uses natural light. 

By the way, strobes are only effective 
from about 10-15 feet, so forget about 
illuminating that entire shipwreck or 
coral atoll. 

Last tip – find out what is the focal 
length of your camera and don’t exceed 
it.  Many cameras won’t allow you to get 
too close to a subject without being a 
blurry mess.  Some require a foot or two 
distance to be able to focus. 

Take some classes and study up on the 
subject, but the more you shoot then the 
more you’ll understand what it takes to 
get a good photo.  

“Did you know…?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 



2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….……………………….Henry Aschner 
Vice President………...…………….Patrick Lynch 
Treasurer………………...………...Shannon Roys 
Secretary…………………...…........Judy Aschner 
Sgt. At Arms…………………….....Philippe Douet 
Dir. Of Club Affairs...……………..Ann Blackstock 
Social Director………...……………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...…….....Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 
David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

When: Sat. Oct. 11   1 PM 
Where: Tyler State Park—Lakeview 

The DilloHQ and camping will be at Lakeview 
with overflow at Cedar Point.  Following the 
carving will our traditional OktoberFest cuisine 
prepared by our own Dillo President—Henry 
Aschner.  There will be a beer tasting –bring 
your favorite brew to share—something 
unique, something surprising.  We will also 
have a Dillo Breakfast on Sunday morning for 
those who plan to stay over (we hear, there 
may be use for those left over pumpkins at 
breakfast!)  In addition to the underwater 
carving—we will have an above water carving 
for some of our younger members.  We plan 
on starting the dive at 2 pm and the Oktober 
Feast will begin around 6 pm.  Additional info 
is on the website. 

 If you have any questions please contact 
Philippe at douet@tx.rr.com. 

Upcoming Events

12/06—Christmas Party—SpringPark Sports 
Club, Richardson, TX.  Stay tuned for more 
details! 

Next Meeting

Thursday, October 2nd—This month’s  
guest speaker is  Larry Dague from Scubatoys.   
Larry will provide us with some show ‘n tell of 
the latest technology, DEMA preview.  New 
computers being launched with new/improved 
algorithms, electronic compass, computer/
mask combos and other gear and gadgets.  
We will also get to hear about the huge 
expansion at Scubatoys (nearly double their 
current size!). 

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts at 
6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly at 7:30 
pm. 

Next Happy Hour

Friday, October 17th—5:30-8:00 pm.  
Bavarian Grill, 221 W. Parker Rd., Ste. 527, 
Plano, TX. 

Next Outing

What: Annual Scubadillo Underwarter 
Pumpkin Carving Contest/OktoberFest 
 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 

Brac Reef Beach Resort Chefs 
Gregory and Sheryl share their secret 
recipe that is a favorite among 
guests: 

SPICY PUMPKIN SOUP 

8 oz butter 
4 oz chopped onion 

1 lb pumpkin 
2 cloves garlic 

1 tbsp curry powder 
1/2 tsp nutmeg 

8 cups chicken stock 
6 oz heavy cream 

salt & pepper to taste 

Sauté onion, pumpkin, garlic and 
curry powder in melted butter for 5 
minutes on medium heat.  Add 
nutmeg and chicken stock.  Bring to a 
boil and cook pumpkin until tender.  
Remove from heat.  Pass through a 
food processor or blender until 
completely smooth.  Return to heat, 
add cream and season to taste. 
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Are you looking for a good read or a 
book to accompany you on your next 
dive trip?  If so, you might want to check 
out The Fragile Edge: Diving and Other 
Adventures in the South Pacific written 
by Julia Whitty. 

There are only three 
hundred thirty coral atolls 
that remain on the planet 
and in this book, 
acclaimed journalist and 
producer Julia Whitty has 
made it her life’s work to 
illuminate the invisible 
intricacies of these 
amazing and endangered 
ecosystems.  

Whitty's experiences 
diving in the waters off 
Rangiroa, Tuvalu, and 
M o ' o r e a  y i e l d 
extraordinary insights into 
the mysterious beauty of the ocean 
world. Whether documenting the 
acrobatic leaps of a school of spinner 
dolphins, risking nitrogen narcosis to 
better observe the stunning swarms of 

an army of gray reef sharks, snorkeling 
with a giant eel, or describing the 
challenges these atolls face, she is part 
scientist and part story teller. 

Not only does she share 
the goings on beneath the 
ocean’s surface, she 
shares her experiences 
with the people of the South 
Pacific. From the ancient, 
seemingly fragile Tuvaluan 
woman who erupts in 
dance at a traditional 
wedding celebration (while 
wearing a Nike "Just Do It" 
T-shirt) to the jaded French 
d i ve  m ast er  whose 
boredom and depression 
can be lifted only by his 
encounters  w i th  an 
enormous tiger shark he 
calls Belle.   

Even though I am not a diver, this book 
kept me captivated and ALMOST had 
me considering getting certified and 
booking the next flight to the South 
Pacific. . . .  

The Fragile Edge                 A Book Review By Elizabeth McNair 


