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I cannot believe it is already July!  The Scubadillo meeting this month 
falls the day before Independence Day.  The monthly meeting WILL 
go on and we have an exciting guest speaker, Nich Fehrenbach, from 
SeaSigns.  You don’t want to miss it.  And you never know what I will 
put up in the raffle!  There may some interesting items this month! 

Traditionally we have not had an overnight outing during the hot 
months of July and August and usually reserve them for day trips and 
for training classes.  Our outing July 19th is to Clear Springs Scuba 
Park, and we are planning some games, a great cookout, and plenty 
of camaraderie.  Make sure this is on your calendar. 

Details will follow soon for July/August training, but I am planning a 
Navigation Specialty and a specialty for SeaSigns – underwater 
communications.  SeaSigns, Inc. is recognized as the leader of 
underwater signing.  I am interested in hearing from you on other 

training classes you are interested in.  Remember – “Practice Makes Perfect”, especially when it 
comes to SCUBA diving! 

In July, we celebrate our Independence Day commemorating the adoption of the  Declaration of 
Independence on July 4, 1776, declaring independence from the Great Britain. 

Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, carnivals, 
picnics, baseball games and various other public and private events celebrating the history, 
government, and traditions of the United States, but is often also viewed as simply a summer 
festival, apart from its patriotic overtones.  In 1778, General George Washington marked 
Independence Day with a double ration of rum for his soldiers and an artillery salute.   Now 
that’s a celebration!  Some more trivia below. 

Happy 4th! 

 

1.  Which future U.S. President drafted the Declaration of Independence?  
 A.  George Washington B.  John Adams C.  Thomas Jefferson D.  James Madison 

 
2. How many future U.S. Presidents signed the Declaration of Independence?  
 A. One     B. Two    C. Three     D. Four 
 
3.  General Washington gave an order to his army on July 9, 1776. What was it?  
 A. Cross the Delaware River    C. Set up camp at Valley Forge 
 B. Listen to the reading of the Declaration D. Wash their uniforms 
     of Independence 

4.  Which two U.S. Presidents died on July 4, 1826, 50 years after the signing of the Declaration of Independence? 
 A.  George Washington and John Adams C.  Thomas Jefferson and James Madison 
 B.  John Adams and Thomas Jefferson  D. James Madison and James Monroe  

answers on pg. 2 

 

A Word From Your President 

Henry Aschner—2008 
Scubadillo President 
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In 2007, Silent World organized the very first 
WreckFest: a celebration of the wrecks of the 
Upper Keys, for like-minded wreckaholics to 
explore some of the best dive sites that North 
America has to offer. The first event took 
place over a long weekend in September, and 
Silent World’s 2 boats were dedicated to 
taking recreational and technical divers out to 
wreck after wreck after wreck! In the 
evening, divers (who included the world 
renowned WKPP explorers Jarrod Jablonski 
and Casey McKinlay) were treated to dive 
related seminars, food and refreshments at 
the Holiday Inn. 

This year, the event is going to be even 
bigger and better, and will run for nine days 
from August 2nd-10th. The dive sites will 
include the Spiegel Grove, Duane and Bibb 
amongst others for the recreational advanced 
divers, plus the Northern Light and Queen of 
Nassau for the more technically experienced. 
New sites introduced to the schedule will be 
the Doc DeMilly and Hugos April Fool in 
Biscayne National Park. Evening events will 
be hosted by renowned divers such as Wreck 
Detective Richie Kohler, IANTD’s Tom Mount 
and world record cave diver Jarrod 
Jablonski.  All the major manufacturers and 
training agencies including Aqualung, 
Halcyon, Hollis Tech, Oceanic, Global 
Underwater Explorers, IANTD, PADI and TDI 
are sponsoring the event and will be 

The Brainchild of Silent World Dive Center In Key Largo Is Back! 
Richie Kohler, Tom Mount and other prominent figures to be involved in this incredible event. 

By David Pritchard       

providing pool equipment demos, as well as gear 
giveaways, and opportunities to find out more 
about rebreathers, technical diving and training. 

 

Those interested in WreckFest 2008 can contact 
Chris Brown at Silent World Dive Center on 305-
451-3252 or via email:  

info@silentworldkeylargo.com. 

Visit on the web at: 
www.silentworldkeylargo.com/wreckfest.html 

 

1.  C Thomas Jefferson, at age 33, drafted the Declaration of Independence for the Continental Congress   2.  B Future 
Presidents John Adams and Thomas Jefferson were two of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence  3.  B  
General Washington gave an order for the Declaration of Independence to be read to his army in New York on July 9, 
1776  4.  B  Both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, the only U.S. Presidents to have signed the Declaration of 
Independence, died on July 4, 1826 at their homes.  President Monroe died on July 4, 1831. 
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Let’s say that in your early days as 
young “scutester” (a young scuba-
diving armadillo) you took some 
skydiving lessons and did a few 
jumps before you fell away from the 
sport for many years.  One day, out 
of the blue, you’re with some friends 
that say, “Hey, we’re going skydiving 
today.  You’re certified, right?  Why 
don’t you just pack a parachute and 
join us?” 

Would you follow the crowd and jump 
out of a perfectly good airplane after 
packing your chute for the first time in 
many years as you try to recall all of 
the procedures involved with the 
sport? 

The same can be said about scuba 
divers heading off to that exotic dive 
vacation after many years of inaction.  
As you remember, just put that 
“breathy-thingy” in your mouth and 
“go for it!”  There is some 
recollection, in the back of your mind, 
that there was a lot of information you 
were taught and skills you had to 
master to keep you safe in an 
environment that is totally foreign to 
your every-day world. 

Before you take off to those 
fascinating deep shipwrecks in 
billowing current or those enchanting 
coral-encrusted wall dives that start 
at 100 feet, perhaps you might 
consider practicing up a bit and 
getting the rust off your diving skills.  
This is a sport after all, like skydiving, 
where mistakes end up with more 
than bumps and bruises compared to 

others. 

I asked a Divers Alert Network (DAN) 
researcher about this and he said, 
that while they don’t have a specific 
detailed report on the number of dive 
accidents in relation to years out of 
the water, he felt that there was a 
good correlation in the fact that the 
longer you stayed out of the water 
then the chances were much better 
that DAN would get to know you as a 
case study. 

How do you not become a “case 
study” for DAN?  The first thing you 
can do is to take a refresher course 
with your local dive center.  You can 
have a professional in a pool go over 
those skills you once learned like: 
mask clearing, sharing air, buoyancy 
control, equipment assembly, 
emergency procedures, and other 
such skills before they come into play 
for real. 

You can also refresh your mindset 
about diving safety with the 
professional.  Why is it “baaaaad” to 
ascend rapidly to the surface after a 
dive, or go past your decompression 
limit at depth?  Is it OK to explore that 
“black zone” of a cave or shipwreck?  
What do you do when your buddy 
disappears and you are left all alone? 

Another thing to consider before your 
trip is your dive equipment.  Is it 
ready to go and function in a way that 

will keep you alive underwater?  
Does your mask skirt have creases 
or cracks in it that will constantly 
seep water in?  Has your regulator 
(otherwise known as “life support 
equipment”) experienced an “annual” 
servicing in ump-teen years?  Does 
your BCD bladder still hold air and 
the inflator valve not stick open a bit?  
Did that darn wetsuit shrink over the 
years? 

The long and short of it is that either 
forgetting a crucial skill during an 
emergency or an equipment 
malfunction can lead to panic 
underwater and thus a very bad 
vacation.  As with skydiving, where 
with an un-serviced or ill-packed 
parachute or forgetting an emergency 
procedure can result  in an 
unpleasant ending, so can forgotten 
scuba skills lead to a chamber ride or 
worse. 

Practice (at least) helps make 
perfect, as the saying goes.  
Participating in Scubadillo diving 
events is a great way to get wet, 
have fun and refresh those skills 
before you get into a serious situation 
out in a vast ocean of eye-stinging 
saltwater.  Taking advanced or 
specialty classes allow you to learn 
new things and refresh old skills all at 
the same time. 

After all, diving with friends, even in a 
lake, is fun and makes you a better 
(and safer) diver.  As the submarine 
captain said, “dive, dive, dive!”  

“Did you know…?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 



 

2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….……………………….Henry Aschner 
Vice President………...…………….Patrick Lynch 
Treasurer………………...………...Shannon Roys 
Secretary…………………...…........Judy Aschner 
Sgt. At Arms…………………….....Philippe Douet 
Dir. Of Club Affairs...……………..Ann Blackstock 
Social Director………...……………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...…….....Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 

David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

prizes.  Cost for admission is the Clear 
Springs fee, $20 per diver, $10 per 
observer.  Air refills are available for $8. 

  Next Happy Hour 

Friday, July 18th 5:30-8:00pm   
Blue Mesa Grill—Addison  Village on the 
Parkway 5100 Beltline—Southeast corner of 
Beltline and the Tollway.  Complimentary 
Quesadilla Bar.  Please tip the cook.  Special 
HH Drink prices.  

Upcoming Events 

07/19—Clear Springs Scuba Park Day Dive 
 
08/16—Abilene Valhalla Missile Silo Day 
Dive  
 
Labor Day Weekend—Lake Ouachita 

09/13—Grapevine Boat Float 
 
10/11-10/12—Tyler Pumpkin Dive 

11/09-11/15—Tentative Live aboard  
 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, July 3rd—This month’s  guest 
speaker is Nich Fehrenbach with a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  u n d e r w a t e r 
commun ica t ions / techno logy and 
SeaSigns.   

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts 
at 6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly 
at 7:30 pm. 

Next Outing 

What: Clear Springs Day Dive  
When: Sat. 07/19/08 10:00 am 
Where: Clear Springs Scuba Park, 
Terrell, TX 

Join us for a Scuabadillo Day Day at Clear 
Springs SCUBA Park.  We will assemble 
around 10am for a quick dip prior to a 
*FREE* lunch provided by the Club.  
There will be a $5 cost for non-Scubadillo 
members.  At 1:30pm, there will be 
another dive with underwater games and 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 
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Are you living the “JUST DIVE®” lifestyle...full of diving, adventure and exploration?  As part of our “JUST DIVE®” 
promotion NAUI is now accepting photo entries from photographers of all ages, skill levels and backgrounds for its 
annual “JUST DIVE®” photo contest. 

NAUI wants to see you in action.  Show us your favorite diving spot, underwater moment or diving adventure and you 
could win.  If your photo wins, it will be featured on the cover of NAUI”s Sources Magazine!  You can also win other great 
prizes such as: 

  *  Four tickets to dive in Walt Disney World® Resorts “The Seas” attraction at EPCOT®  
  *  Free stay at a tropical destination and diving 
  *  Free scuba course 
  *  Free scuba equipment 
   Plus many more… 

Photo contest submission deadline is October 31, 2008—so start diving and show us your “JUST DIVE®” moments to 
win! 

Contest guidelines http://www.naui.org/justdive.aspx.  For questions please email justdivephotocontest@naui.org. 


