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If you are reading this then I must have made it back from 
the Memorial weekend in Cozumel.   The weather, the 
diving, the margaritas, were perfect!  The folks at Dive with 
Martin were great, accommodating, as were the folks at 
Park Royal resort.  We shared many stories over drinks, 
recapping the day’s diving.  Put this on your calendar for 
next year!  Check the Scubadillo website to see some great 
pictures from the trip. 

Also last month, we had a great time at the Luau festivities.   
Many Dillos braved the water of Lake Murray.  (aka Lake 
Murky).   Special thanks to Elizabeth and Philippe for some 
wonderful Polynesian fare.  Thanks to all who brought their 
favorite dish to share. 

Did you make it out to the Dragon Boat races?  The Scubadillo Dragon Boat racing 
team finished fourth in our division.  This was the second annual DFW Dragon 
Boat, Kite and Lantern festival.  Seventeen teams competed overall. 

Now that school is out and summer is here, many Dillos are planning vacations.  I 
encourage you to look at our “Who’s Diving and What’s on Sale” flyer from our 
local dive shops and merchants.  And, of course, let them know you’re a 
Scubadillo.  Wherever you go, take pictures to share!  We want to see the fun you 
are having.  Put it in a 5-10 minute slide show and we will show it off before the 
meetings.  Let me know if you need some help putting that together.  We have 
several members who can assist putting your slide show and/or video together, 
and we would love to show this during our social hour prior to the meeting.   And 
Angela would love to have you write an article about your travels for the 
newsletter! 

Our speaker this month is Ron Carlo and the topic is Re-breathers.  Ron is also 
planning on joining us at Athens June 28th for anyone interested in “Discover 
Rebreathers”.  More details to follow.  June/July is typical training months for the 
Scubadillos and we will have several club offerings at very reduced rates.  In the 
works are Navigation specialty and SeaSigns underwater communications.  Let me 
know if there is specialty training you are particularly interested in. 

Don’t forget June 14th is Flag Day! 

Henry    ><))))’> 

 

A Word From Your President 

Henry Aschner—2008 
Scubadillo President 
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By Ann Keller 

How do you spell relief? 
C—O—Z—U—M—E—L  

people that call it home.  But, 
I’d never been on the sunken 
C-53 mine sweeper, Felipe 
Xicotenantl.  David was 
hesitant to take the eight of us.  
The recommended ratio is 4:1, 
but we promised to “behave”.  
As a new videographer, I was 
treated to the most enchanting 
sight you could imagine.  A 
baitball of glassy sweepers was 
in residence on the 184’ ship 
and provided the most 
incredible exhibition of marine 
choreography that I’ve ever 
seen.  Their movements were 
mesmerizing as they swirled in 
undulating unison about the 
ship. 

The warm, clear waters are a 
wonderful tonic for whatever 
ails you and I look forward to 
returning with friends, old and 
new. 

healthier and juveniles can be 
found in the usual nooks and 
crannies.  Henry not only found 
his splendid toadfish, but some 
baby toadfishes, too. 

Several Dillos ventured into the 
nearby town of San Miguel to 
try the nightlife and fine dining 
of local restaurants.  A few 
brave souls rented jeeps and 
“toured” the southern tip of the 
island, testing the “waters” of 
various establishments along 
the way.  And, if you want to 
know what it’s like to swim with 
dolphins, make sure you ask 
Carly and Ryan about their 
experiences. 

As a veteran diver in the waters 
of Cozumel (We discovered 
that I started diving there the 
year my divemaster was born!), 
I have a love of the reef and the 

D i l l o  D i v e r  

Memorial Day weekend found 
36 Scubadillos seeking respite 
from work, woes and worries in 
the clear blue waters of 
Cozumel.  The recently 
renovated Park Royal offered 
s u p e r b  h o s p i t a l i t y , 
accommodations and food.  (I 
particularly enjoyed the fact 
that every dessert didn’t have 
coconut in it.)  The Ana Marias, 
I, II, and III, along with the 
Teresa del Mar, ferried divers 
to beautiful sites under the 
guidance of divemasters 
Orlando, Miguel, Pablo and 
David.  I appreciated visiting 
Martin’s memorial which rests 
on Palancar Horseshoe. 

The healing currents have done 
a  w o n d e r f u l  j o b  o f 
“housecleaning” after the mess 
made by the unwelcome 
Wilma.  The reefs are looking 
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Have you ever had an encounter with a shark 
while diving?  They are often rare with many 
divers never seeing a shark in the wild.  How 
about an encounter with a bunch of sharks 
where you are their main interest? 

That was the case on one of my dives down in 
the Revillagigedo Islands (also called Socorro) 
about 300 miles south of Cabo San Lucas.  
Throughout our dives there we always saw lots 
of sharks, but usually they kept their distance 
from us.  You could float in one spot and watch 
a bunch of divers chasing a group of sharks 
only to have another batch of sharks following 
the divers. 

Since one of their main jobs on the reef is to 
help eliminate injured or dead fish, sharks 
seem to take a special interest in things that 
float up like dead bloated fish or ascending 
divers.  We noticed that when we ascend at 
the end of our dive, you could usually spot one 
or two of them circling around us almost out of 
sight, but still keeping an eye on us. 

My dive buddy and I usually were the last ones 
up on the panga (inflatable boat used to 
transport divers from the liveaboard) and in 
this particular occasion we were hanging out 
doing our safety stop while the rest of our 
group was already on board.  All of a sudden, I 
looked down and there are about a dozen Silky 
and Galapagos sharks coming straight up for 
us. 

I had my video camera housing in my hand 
and moved it toward them – not necessarily to 
take footage but to put up a shield between 
them and us.  Being ambush predators, sharks 
like to approach from below and behind their 
“point of interest.”  When I turned to meet them 
with my camera they knew the jig was up on 
their little surprise party and they broke into a 
mass of darting shapes moving all around us.  
Yes, we were whom they had come to check 
out. 

Since they were swirling around us, I was 
mostly viewing them with my head between my 
knees (remember the preference for coming at 
you from behind and below).  I do have some 
video of our new friends, but it’s a bit jerky 

because I was mostly still using the housing as 
a shield.  I guess I got a little “huffy puffy” with 
my breathing because the next thing I knew I 
was on the surface. 

I quickly yelled back at our group on the panga 
with something to the effect of  “sharks – get 
us out of here.”  But, all they heard was 
“sharks” and they all jumped back into the 
water – some even without fins. 

Well, now there are eight people in the water 
and about 20-30 sharks all milling about.  I 
thought that at least there were now more 
targets in the water for the sharks to 
concentrate on – improving my buddy team’s 
chance of getting through this situation. 

All of a sudden, as if another dinner bell had 
rung somewhere else, all of the sharks just 
disappeared back into the depths.  Maybe it 
was something I said to offend them, or 
perhaps the pee in my wetsuit really was a 
shark repellant. 

In reality, once the sharks figured out that none 
of us were injured or dead carcasses, then 
they lost interest and went elsewhere in search 
of a free lunch.  Humans aren’t on their menu.  
Most shark bites on humans occur in turbid, 
low-visibility water where they think you are 
turtle or seal (which are on their menu).  Even 
then, it’s usually just one bite after they 
discover how awful humans taste. 

Divers are seldom attacked by sharks because 
its mostly swimmers and surfers that look like 
turtles and seals on the surface of the water.  
We divers are just another big predator down 
there with really noisy bubble blasts from our 
regulator.  Sharks usually take off and 
disappear when they see us funny-looking and 
loud creatures underwater.  We normally scare 
the crap out of them. 

Shark attacks on divers can occur on 
particularly three instances.  One is if the diver 
is spearfishing and has a collected several 
bleeding fish.  A shark will come up to the diver 
and ask, “Did you get those for me?”  The 
smart diver says, “Yes, here you go.”  The 
dumb diver says, “no,” and the shark then 
mugs the diver for the fish. 

Some sharks, especially Tiger sharks, are very 
territorial and will tell a diver (in shark body 
language) that “you better leave my turf, dude.”  
The shark does this by swimming in fast, 
agitated moves, such as a figure-eight pattern.  
The smart diver recognizes this and moves 
away from the shark along the bottom 
(remember the behind-and-below attack 
preference) and doesn’t take off shooting to 
the surface.  You don’t run from barking dogs 
and you don’t fly to the surface from sharks – 
it’s the same chase instinct they both share.  
The dumb diver comes in for a closer look and 
finds out the hard way what it means when the 
shark curves in its pectoral fins (I warned you, 
buddy. Let’s dance!) 

The last instance involves the “really dumb” 
diver who wants to grab the shark’s fin.  
Sharks generally don’t like that, yet it 
surprisingly happens a lot.  In North Carolina 
they have schools of Sand Tiger sharks 
around the wrecks there.  These aren’t closely 
related to the dangerous Tiger sharks, but do 
look mean with a bunch of crooked teeth stuck 
out of their jaws like a dentist’s nightmare. 

The Sand Tigers are actually pretty placid and 
laid back except one time when a diver 
grabbed one of its fins.  The shark turned and 
bit down on the diver’s arm.  As soon as the 
diver let go, so did the shark.  “You want to 
play?” 

There are over 300 species of sharks in the 
world, yet only a small handful has shown 
aggression against man.  Luckily, the Great 
White and Mako only like cold waters like off 
the coast of California or the US northeast so 
you generally won’t find them in the Caribbean.  
Bull sharks are another story.  They seem to 
like a variety of temperature and will even 
venture into fresh water like rivers and lakes. 

Sharks are a bit more placid during the day.  
They seem to step it up a notch at dusk when 
their normal hunting time begins.  My 
adventure off Socorro Island happened during 
the daytime.  No wonder the liveaboard boat 
wouldn’t allow us to do night dives there! 

“Did you know…?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 

Photos by Lily Mac & David Prichard 



 

2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….……………………….Henry Aschner 
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Social Director………...……………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...…….....Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 

David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

  Next Happy Hour 

Friday, June 20th 5:30-8:00pm   
Scubadillo Hawaiian Shirt Happy Hour 
Pier 121 Marina’s Party Dock—1481 E. 
Hillpark Rd., Lewisville, TX  75056.  
BYOB—ice, cups and chairs provided.  
Music courtesy of Allan’s Boat!  Bring a 
dish, there is NO restaurant, just a dock. 

www.pier121marina.com 

Directions: http://www.scubadillo.org/2008/
happyhours/hh_06.html 

Upcoming Events 

06/08—Fun Day at Clear Springs in support of 
North Texas Scuba Retailers Association 
 
06/28—Athens Scuba Park Day Dive 
 
07/19—Clear Springs Scuba Park Day Dive 
 
08/16—Abilene  Valhalla Missile Silo Day Dive  
 
Labor Day Weekend—Lake Ouachita 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, June 6th—This month’s  
guest speaker is Ron Carlo with a 
presentation on Rebreather Diving. 

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts 
at 6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly 
at 7:30 pm. 

Next Outing 

What: NTSRA Fun Day Dive  
When: Sun. 06/08 10:00 am 
Where: Clear Springs Scuba Park, 
Terrell, TX 

Join us for food, fun, treasure diving and, of 
course, great prizes!  This event will be 
represented by local dive area shops and dive 
clubs.  Lets represent the Scubadillos well and 
be the #1 club at the event!  The Scubadillos 
will be providing free hot dogs to all attendees.  
Cost for admission is the Clear Springs fee, 
$20 per diver, $10 per observer. 

 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 

Did you know this is the IYOR 2008 or 
otherwise known as International Year 
of the Reef?  I probably would have 
missed this little known fact; however 
the dive magazines that I read are 
promoting this fact.  Now that you 
know-what should we do?  What can 
we do?  As divers, I am sure we would 
all like to help! I have listed a few 
suggestions. 

 Volunteer to help research – If you are 
planning a dive trip this year, consider 
joining a reef monitoring trip.  After you 
receive some training to learn the 
proper procedures/techniques, you will 
mix the fun of diving with the feeling of 
contributing to a better understanding of 
the reef. 

Eco friendly trip – Consider the impact 
to the environment when you are 
choosing a dive trip.  Is your trip doing 
anything to help the environment?  Will 
your trip have a positive impact to the 
location that you are visiting?  Will it 

positively impact the locales? 

Awareness/Training – This is an easy 
one.  There are almost endless options 
available from reading books, surfing 
the Internet or taking specific training on 
ocean knowledge. A couple options are 
PADI Project Aware or National 
Geographic. 

At Home - The good news is you do not 
even need to dive (however, I would 
much rather dive!). We all need to 
remember that there is a direct link 
between what we do at home and the 
health of the ocean and reefs. Our 
detergents that we use, our recycling, 
etc-all impact what ends up in the 
ocean.  Bottom line, human presence 
has a direct effect on the ocean. 

Share your passion/knowledge – As 
diver you are part of a relatively small 
community that has seen the ocean 
from underneath (or is it inside?). Share 
your experience of diving to just one 

person that has no idea of the beauty 
and awe of the ocean. Maybe you can 
convince a teacher that you can talk to 
a class about diving and the ocean/reef.  
You might check out the Oceans for 
Youth Foundation website to get 
suggestions on what you can do. 

I have only listed a few suggestions of 
what you can do to help… Please try 
one or more of these or come up with 
one of your own ideas.  All we need to 
do is to take a few steps in the right 
direction to make a difference!  (This 
would nicely compliment the Dillo’s 
contributions over the years in 
donations to organizations that 
contribute to keep our oceans 
beautiful!) 

A  f e w  r e f e r e n c e  w e b s i t e s : 
www. ree f . o rg ,  www.ocean .o rg , 
w w w . n a t u r e . o r g  a n d 
www.oceansforyouth.org 
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International Year Of The Reef 
By Philippe Douet       

 


