
I n s i d e  t h i s  
i s s u e :  

A Word From 
Your President 

1 

Vandenberg 
Sinking 

2 

Did You Know? 3 

Sea Instrument 4 

Upcoming  
Events 

4 

  

  

Dillo Diver 
M a y  2 0 0 8  V o l u m e  2 6  I s s u e  4   

 

M a y  
B i r t h d a y s :  

Jimmy Atkinson        05/01 

Ann Tran                  05/02 

Maurice McEntyre    05/05 

Jamie Wirzman        05/18 

Dan Daniels             05/25 

 

www.scubadillo.org 

The Official Newsletter of the SCUBADILLO Dive Club-Since 1984 

 

May is a busy holiday month, but before I ramble about the 
happenings in May, I first want to take a moment to say Thank 
You to all the volunteers that pulled together and gave us one 
heck of a Crawfish Boil!  Fun was had by all, everything went 
smooth, and we all had a great time.    This was only possible 
with the hard work and dedication of the volunteers.  I also 
wish to thank our many sponsors who continue to support the 
Scubadillos and our causes.  Lastly, I wish to thank those who 
attended the 10th Annual Crawfish Boil, purchased the raffle 
tickets, raced their Mudbugs, bid on the Silent Auction items, 
etc.  After all, this is a fundraiser and your support goes a long 
way to help us meet our charitable goals.  Also, please pat 
Ann Blackstock on the back for         coordinating a really 
Super Boil X!  Thank you, Ann, and everyone! 

Those who attended were greeted by a petting zoo, of sorts.  Some furry, many scaly.  
Thanks, Oggie!  New for this year was a fortune teller and tarot reader, Grady Smart, 
who entertained the folks when we weren’t eating the mud-bugs.  Also new this year 
was the Scubadillo Mud Bug Downs.  Thank you, Sonny, for taking the ball and 
running with it.  I hope everyone had fun at the races and hope we can add this as a 
regular event at future boils.  Just a side note, those racing crawfish were all released 
to race another day! 

May 3rd and 4th is the Scubadillo Luau at Lake Murray.  Check the site for details, but 
you don’t want to miss it.  This is really the first opportunity to dive locally without 
freezing your bum.  Don’t forget, Mother’s Day is May 11th.  Thank Mom for being her 
by buying her flowers, Sunday brunch, and that new dive computer she’s been 
wanting! 

Memorial Day is May 26th, and is much more than a three-day weekend that marks the 
beginning of summer. To many people, especially the nation's thousands of combat 
veterans, this day, which has a history stretching back all the way to the Civil War, is 
an important reminder of those who died in the service of their country.  Memorial Day 
was originally known as Decoration Day because it was a time set aside to honor the 
nation's Civil War dead by decorating their graves.  In 1971, Congress declared 
Memorial Day a national holiday to be celebrated the last Monday in May.  Please 
keep our soldiers overseas in your thoughts and prayers for a speedy and safe return 
home. 

Speaking of Memorial weekend, many of you will be spending it in Cozumel on the 
Scubadillo trip.  I will be on the hunt for the elusive and splendid, Splendid Toadfish.  I 
look forward to seeing you there! 

A Word From Your President 

Henry Aschner—2008 
Scubadillo President 

Do you have a story, 
pictures or other cool 
stuff to share for the 

newsletter? 

Please send your 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o 
angela@thekriegers.com 
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USAFS Vandenberg Sinking 
 

trying to work towards the 
goal of sinking this ship off 
Key West," said Verge. "No 
one wants to see the ship 
sent to the scrap yard." 
  
W e a t h e r b y  b l a m e d 
skyrocketing fuel costs and 
unanticipated cleanup 
challenges as reasons why 
the project, originally 
estimated at $5.7 million, 
now requires another $2.3 
million. 

The cleanup has been 
intensive. Begun a year 
ago, more than 50,000 
man-hours of work have 
been invested to rid the 
vessel of all environmental 
hazards. That meant 
removing paint, stripping 
out 900,000 feet of wiring 
potentially containing toxic 
PCBs (polychlorinated 
b i p h e n y l s )  u s ed  i n 
insulation before the 
carcinogen was banned and 
off-loading any remaining 
waste petroleum products. 
  
The end result, project 
officials say, will be a 
diversified shipwreck that 
should appeal to divers of 
all skill levels and provide 
benefits to the environment 

feet below the surface of 
the warm Gulf Stream 
waters.  The four upper 
decks of the ship are open 
to divers with vertical 
a c c e s s  t h r o u g h  1 8 
stairways, elevators shafts 
and holds.  Divers can 
penetrate horizontally also 
through a number of large 
holes cut into the hull. 
 
Although most of the 
c l e a n u p  h a s  b e e n 
completed, unanticipated 
cost overruns are keeping 
the ship in a Norfolk, Va., 
shipyard until the yard bill 
can be satisfied. The yard 
filed a federal maritime lien 
on the ship to ensure 
payment is made on the 
remaining balance of $1.6 
million. 

K e y  W e s t  C i t y 
Commissioner Bill Verge 
said he, the city attorney 
and city manager have 
actively been engaged in 
discussions with shipyard 
management and local, 
state and federal officials as 
well as lending institutions 
endeavoring to arrange a 
financial solution. 

"Right now everyone is 

D i l l o  D i v e r  

Scubadillos who enjoy 
wreck diving will soon have 
a new site to explore when 
the USAFS Gen. Hoyt. S. 
Vandenberg is intentionally 
sunk as an artificial reef off 
of Key West, FL.  Dive 
during the day in the Florida 
Keys National Marine 
Sanctuary and party at night 
in wild Key West. 

Originally commissioned as 
a troop transport in 1944 
under the name USNS Gen. 
Harry Taylor, the 520-foot 
long ship began a new life 
in 1961 when it was 
acquired by the US Air 
Force and refitted as a 
missile-tracking vessel with 
loads of high-tech arrays 
added to its upper 
deck.  The Vandenberg is 
not only longer than Key 
Largo's USS Spiegel Grove 
by 10 feet, but its tall 
superstructure with many 
dish antennas give divers a 
lot of area to explore. 

The game plan of the 
Artificial Reefs of the Keys 
organization is to sink the 
vessel about six miles 
offshore, on a date to be 
announced, in a controlled 
manner to rest the ship 
upright with the keel on the 
sandy bottom at 140 feet 
and the antennas only 40 
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“I would have enjoyed the dive 
better if I could have seen through 
my fogged-up mask!” 

It’s an aggravating common 
occurrence that’s just about as 
scary to divers as the John 
Carpenter film “The Fog.”  But, why 
does it happen and what can you 
do to prevent it? 

Is it one of the ways that God 
punishes you for that previous wild 
night?  Maybe, but it has more to 
do with that “hot bod” of yours.  
You might not have the physique 
that’s paparazzi-worthy, but your 
face’s body temperature does 
warm up the moist air (from your 
slight nose breathing, skin 
perspiration and eye moisture) in 
your mask.  When in contact with 
cooler water temperatures, 
condensation (fog) can form on the 
inside of the mask’s glass. 

Does moisture bead up on glass?  
Only if it is dirty.  Condensation 
needs something to cling to in 
order to form and clean glass is no 
good for this.  It does like all of the 
tiny dust particles, greasy 
fingerprints and other coating that 

It just happens to be that saliva has 
been used as a cleaning agent for 
eons.  Even many art restorers use 
saliva to clean up paintings.  It’s 
actually a natural cleaning agent of 
teeth, gums and the tongue.  When 
was the last time your cat or dog 
asked to borrow a bar of soap for 
their bath?  They have their own 
built-in cleaner. 

So, saliva also acts as a bonding 
agent to clean the inside of your 
mask.  Just apply, use your finger 
to make sure it comes in contact 
with the entire surface of the mask 
and rinse it out.  Please use your 
own saliva though.  This is not one 
of those “buddy” chores. 

A very important note – once you 
have your clean (defogged) mask 
then immediately put it on your 
face!  This creates a seal to keep 
out all of the dust particles floating 
around in the air.  If you leave your 
defogged mask exposed to the 
dirty air, then all those particles will 
adhere to the wet glass.  Then, you 
are back to square one again – a 
dirty mask that will attract 
condensation. 

Ever wonder why experienced 
divers usually don’t take off their 
mask when surfacing for a short 
period of time?  They don’t want to 
ruin the defogged environment of 
their mask!  Think about it. 

“Did you know…?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 

gives the glass surface many “hills 
and valleys” in which to grow. 

So, what does “defog” solution 
actually do?  Is it a magic formula 
whipped up by a group of wizards 
and witches?  No, it is simply 
something that cleans the inside 
surface of your mask’s glass so 
that moisture doesn’t have 
anything to collect on. 

Hold it – this sounds like soap!  
Yep, maybe that’s why many dive 
boats use no-tears (no fragrance 
additive that can irritate the eyes) 
baby shampoo in a water solution 
to create their own special defog 
formula.  Oops, the secret is out! 

Well then, how does soap work 
anyway?  It actually works on the 
molecular level.  Nonpolar 
molecules like oils and many “dirt” 
items don’t normally bond to the 
polar molecules of water, so they 
don’t dissolve into the water 
readily.  But, soap acts as a 
bonding agent that sort of “glues” 
the nonpolar molecules to the polar 
ones and allows the grease and 
dirt “to become one with” the water.  
As you rinse away this bonded 
soup, then bye-bye oil and dirt. 

OK, Mr. Smartypants, then why do 
some divers spit into their mask to 
defog it? 



 

2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….……………………….Henry Aschner 
Vice President………...…………….Patrick Lynch 
Treasurer………………...………...Shannon Roys 
Secretary…………………...…........Judy Aschner 
Sgt. At Arms…………………….....Philippe Douet 
Dir. Of Club Affairs...……………..Ann Blackstock 
Social Director………...……………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...…….....Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 

David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

  Next Happy Hour 

Friday, May 16th 5:00-8:00pm   
Duke’s Roadhouse 4180 Beltline Rd., 
Addison—SW Corner of Beltline and 
Midway Rd. next to Sam’s Club  

Upcoming Events 

05/03-05/04—Luau at Lake Murray, OK 
 
05/17-05/18—Tyler Trash Fest 
 
05/24-05/28 Memorial Weekend—Cozumel 
Dive Trip...See website for more details! 
 
06/08—Fun Day at Clear Springs in support of 
North Texas Scuba Retailers Association 
 
06/28—Athens Scuba Park Day Dive 
 
07/19—Clear Springs Scuba Park Day Dive 
 
08/16—Abilene  Valhalla Missile Silo Day Dive  
 
Labor Day Weekend—Lake Ouachita 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, May 1st—This month’s  guest 
speaker is Mr. Walter Davis with a 
presentation on Bali. 

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts 
at 6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly 
at 7:30 pm. 

Next Outing 

What:  Scubadillo Annual Luau 
When: Sat. 05/03 Diving at  1:00 pm. 
D i n n e r  a r o u n d  5 : 0 0  p m . 
Where:  Marrietta Landing, Lake Murray, 
Oklahoma 

The main dish will be supplied, please bring a 
side dish or dessert.  Free to Dillo members in 
good standing, $5 per guest. 

Visit our webpage for maps to and of Lake 
Murray at www.scubadillo.org/2008/luau/
init_info.html.  If you will be attending, please 
RSVP to Phillipe Douet, at douet@TX.rr.com 

 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 

Watch company Linde Werdelin has 
unveiled a new design they call the 
Sea Instrument, the world’s first 
luxury dive computer.  The Sea 
Instrument can be attached on top of 
the Linde Werdelin Biformeter 
watches, for divers of all abilities.  

There's a full-color LCD screen—
quite cool, but a bit redundant, given 
that the lower you go, the less colors 
you see. Good for impressing people, 
as long as they're not divers! 

Specifications:  

Weight: 5.5 ounces Function mode - 
Land Mode  - Dive Mode – (featuring 
Buhlmann’s algorithm) - Log and Save 
– 60 hours of continuous log Display: 
55mm transflective LCD color screen 
220x176 pixels - 260,000 color - 
Automatic display light adjustment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology : High performance / Low-
power  multiple CPU platform - 2.4GHz 
wireless sensor network  - 128Mbit 
flash memory  - 4  button user interface 
- Wireless upgradeable  software and 
log transfer to PC Sensors:  Internal 
pressure sensor to 130m - Internal 3 -  
axis compass with tilt sensor  - Internal  
temperature sensor  - In water sensor  - 
Light  sensor  Power: Rechargeable 
Lithium Ion  battery with 28 hours 
continuous diving or 5  days standby  
Water resistance: 300m water 
resistant 1,000 feet  Accessories: 
Charger with USB 2.0 and 2.4GHz 
wireless interface. 

The price is $3,000 for the steel 
version, and $46,000 if you want one 
in gold. Don't forget the only way the 
Sea Instrument works is if you clip it 
to the Biformeter, which costs 
$5,000! 
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Sea Instrument 
 The World’s First Luxury Dive Computer 

 


