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M a r c h  
B i r t h d a y s :  

Michael Greig          03/05 

Laura Greig             03/13 
 

N e w  
M e m b e r s :  

Dan Blohowiak 

Edgar (E.L.) Dunn 

Pam Henricks 

Dan Parrish 

 

N e w  
A r r i v a l s :  

Chuck & Lynette Rogers 
welcomed Jason Michael 

Rogers, born 01/04/08 

 

Patrick & Gena Lynch 
welcomed Cameron Pat-
rick Henry, born 02/21/08 

The Official Newsletter of the SCUBADILLO Dive Club-Since 1984 

www.scubadillo.org 

10th Annual Scubadillo Dive Club 

CRAWFISH BOIL 
 

 

Sunday, April 20, Crawfish Serving 
2008           Times: 

2:00—6:00 pm 3:00 & 4:30 

 

 

 

Winfrey Point—White Rock Lake—Dallas 
$30 in advance, $40 after April 17 

(Rain or Shine  - No Refunds) 

Enjoy unlimited...Mudbugs, Margaritas, Music, Grilled Chicken, 
Keg Beer and Soft Drinks 

Plus...Silent Auction and Raffle Prizes!! 
(Some items are Dive related...many are not) 

This is a Fundraiser ~ Proceeds go to: 
The Dallas Aquarium at Fair Park, Save the Manatee Club,  

The Coral Reef Alliance  (and others TBA) 

For Tickets, contact Ann Blackstock at diveraunt@yahoo.com 

For more info, a map and photos from last year’s event, visit www.scubadillo.org 
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A Word From Your President 
 

Are you ready to kick into high 
gear?  March is a busy Scu-
badillo month with our meeting 
March 6th and our guest 
speaker is our very own Jimmy 
Atkinson, with a fascinating 
video from his trip to Maldives. 

The Scuba Olympics is on 
March 8th at the JJ Pearce 
High School Natatorium.  Lots 
of fun and games, test your 
skills, practice your underwater 
hula dance, and afterwards a 
social gathering at our Sgt at 
Arms home nearby. 

The following Friday is our 
Happy Hour, March 14th, at the 
Wild Turkey.  And it’s green 
beer time as we will gather for 
a Greenville Avenue St. Pat-

rick’s Day Parade watching 
party!  Check the website for 
details. 

Coming soon is SUPER BOIL 
X!  That’s right, it’s time for the 
Scubadillo Crawfish Boil com-
ing up April 20th.  Tickets will 
be available at the meeting, 
Happy Hour, etc.  We need 
your help to spread the word, 
help sell tickets, and sign up to 
be a volunteer!  We need your 
help! 

I also have a few surprises for 
this year’s event.  I don’t want 
to spoil the surprise, but there 
will be lots of entertainment at 
this year’s event and you don’t 
want to miss it! 

“Operation Care Package” is 

also under way.  The Scubadil-
los will again remember our 
troops overseas in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.   Watch for an 
announcement with a full list of 
requested items,  basically 
many of the items they cannot 
get at the base.  Items such as 
popular books, magazines 
(sports/travel), calling cards, 
girl scout cookies, gourmet 
coffee (Starbucks), other candy 
and cookies (non-chocolate, as 
these melt in the heat), air 
freshener, etc., just to name a 
few items.  We also need 
boxes, tape and cash dona-
tions to help with postage. 

See you soon!  
Henry }><))))’> 

D i l l o  D i v e r  

Henry Aschner—2008 
Scubadillo President 

Did you ever think that you 
were blowing through air at the 
start of your dive like a Walrus 
on a rampage?  You look at 
your air gauge after a few min-
utes down and it appears that 
you've sucked up several hun-
dred psi in a blink of an eye 
and must be destined for a 
very short dive - much to the 
ridicule of your dive buddies. 

    Yes, there is some appre-
hension at the start of a dive, 
but that doesn't mean you've 
turned into the Big Bad Wolf 
with a lot of "huffing and puff-
ing" to blow the little hogfish 
around.  After all, a little later in 
the dive you probably noticed 
that your air consumption rate 
is much better and you just 

might finish the dive with eve-
ryone else. 

The "air hog" culprit here might 
a guy named Charles - or at 
least his gas law on how the 
physics of water temperature 
affects the pressure of an air 
cylinder.  You already learned 
that water is a great heat con-
ductor - able to suck away heat 
from your body (and other ob-
jects) 20 times faster  than 
air.  When you checked your 
tank pressure on the boat in 
that tropical setting with the hot 
sun beating down on that ex-
posed chunk of metal, I'm sure 
it read around 3,000 psi, right? 
 
The water you dive into is 
much, much cooler than tem-

perature of your scuba tank 
that's been sitting out in the 
sun.  Charles' Law says the air 
pressure in your tank drops 
approximately 5 psi for every 
d e g r e e  F a h r e n h e i t  o f 
change.  If the tank on the boat 
is around 100 degrees, but the 
water is 80 degrees, then the 
20 degrees difference times 5 
psi means there will be a 100 
psi drop without you ever tak-
ing a breath. 

    Remember, don't beat your-
self up at the start of a dive 
about rapid air consump-
tion.  Just relax, breath deeply 
and put the blame on Charles. 

 
 

“Did you know…?” 
By Wally (Waldo's cousin that taught him to dive) 
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Getting Too Comfortable 
By Terese Caraccio 

While sitting in scrubs waiting my 
turn, I was told that the patient finish-
ing up before me was a lobster diver. 
He took such a hard hit he was get-
ting a series of treatments over sev-
eral days. I pictured in my mind a 
seasoned diver, a man of the sea, 
who raised his family as a fisherman 
of lobster, whose body, over the 
years, took a toll. When the chamber 
doors opened and I peered in, I saw a 
Honduran boy who looked about 
twelve. Two people assisted him out, 
as he was unable to walk on his own. 

Amidst my shock and sadness for the 
young boy, I felt humility. At that mo-
ment I recognized that the tingling in 
my arm, which led me to the cham-
ber, was a Wake up Call and a bless-
ing in disguise. Over the past few 
days of fun vacation diving, I had 
fallen into a sense of unwarranted 
security. No matter our level of ex-
perience or our depth of training, we 
can forget the dangers and serious-
ness of our sport. 

Especially in the tropics! The diving is 
so easy! We are in earth’s big swim-
ming pool – a heated one at that. Our 
eyes can see things clear and far, 
almost unlimited.  The normal cues 
that we are getting deeper, like 
changes in temperature gradient and 
color hue, aren’t as drastic. At 80 feet 
we can look up and still see the boat!  
With little surge and minimal surf, the 
lack of challenge can become a road 
leading to complacency. 

In Honduras we were a group of 
twenty divided into two boats. Part of 
the fun of these trips is diving with 
your group of peers, but it also war-
rants some caution.  Someone finds 
something interesting, and you swim 
over to say “ah”. 

Then someone else finds something, 
and you swim over there to say, 
“ooh”. Then the dive master clangs 
his dingy thing, and you dart over 
there to see the rare Honduran two-

headed albino pygmy thing (and find 
out it’s just another moray eel). Then 
your dive profile looks like a carnival 
ride! 

Another risk of vacation diving is the 
temptation to put too much of our 
trust in the dive masters. We might 
assume that because they are locals 
they know the sights well. We might 
assume that they will pick 

sights according to safe diving, like 
the deepest ones first. This is not al-
ways the case. In Honduras for exam-
ple, our DM’s were from England, 
passing through Utila on their way to 
live and work in Costa Rica. More 
power to them! But the dive sight 
briefings were minimal and choice of 
sights random. Ultimately and clearly, 
it is not their responsibility to plan our 
dive. 

The rules and physiology that apply to 
single dives, such as nitrogen 
buildup, only accentuate over several 
days. Our life can depend on how 
well we know and use our computer. 
Ironically, it’s easy to forget this basic 
rule when we are comfortable. Let’s 
face it, most of us who love Shaw’s 
Cove, can know at any spot our ap-
proximate depth, and time under wa-
ter and how much gas we have left, 
without even looking at our gages! 
(Not that we do this).  

On my third day of vacation diving, 
three of us hung together on the an-
chor line. For each of us, our diving 
profiles triggered a required eleven-
minute deco stop before finishing our 
ascent. We waited this out together. 
Within one minute of boarding the 
boat, the fingers on my right hand and 
my right arm felt tingly and numb. I 
was given 100% oxygen to breathe. 
Luckily we weren’t too far from shore. 
The O2 alone didn’t relieve my symp-
toms. Utila has a chamber on the is-
land, and I spent 4 hours and 45 min-
utes inside.  

It is true that there are no clear-cut 
rules on who will get hit and who will 
not, or when. It is true that   decom-
pression illness is a science we do 
not fully understand. But I am not sat-
isfied with that conclusion alone. In 
diving as in life, it is important to learn 
from every experience, good and bad, 
and to strive for improvement. It is 
important to be the safest diver we 
can in every situation.  

I think in our industry there can be a 
lot of judgment and shame associated 
with people who have “got hit”. We 
want to look at them as being irre-
sponsible, even if it’s a subconscious 
thought or judgment. I know, because 
I’ve been there and have judged im-
pulsively without hearing the facts. 
But I’ve seen the bends from both 
sides now. A diver who ends up in the 
chamber already has enough inner 
anguish to deal with, along with the 
physical damage to his body. De-
pending on the severity, he or she will 
fear ever being able to dive again. He 
is certainly questioning how he got 
himself in that predicament. The diver 
is probably already judging himself. At 
some point in our diving careers, we 
all have the capability of going slack 
on the rules, bending them or pushing 
them too far. 

I also know, in our diving industry, we 
have the potential for greatness, and I 
experienced that firsthand from many 
of my peers in Honduras and since.  

I am very grateful for that tingling in 
my arm. I know, deep in my heart, 
that it could have been so much 
worse. I am filled with humility and 
gratitude for my experience. I have 
learned to be a much safer diver be-
cause of my experience. 

And I hope you have too... 

Terese 



 

2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….……………………….Henry Aschner 
Vice President………...…………….Patrick Lynch 
Treasurer………………...………...Shannon Roys 
Secretary…………………...…........Judy Aschner 
Sgt. At Arms…………………….....Philippe Douet 
Dir. Of Club Affairs...……………..Ann Blackstock 
Social Director………...……………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...…….....Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 

David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

Next Happy Hour 

Friday, March 14th 5:30-8:00pm at The 
Wild Turkey, 2470 Walnut Hill Lane 

Upcoming Events 

03/15—a group of Dillos will gather to watch 
the Greenville Ave. St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  
We plan on meeting on the northwest side of 
Greenville where it passes over Northwest 
Hwy.  The parade starts at 11 am. 
 
04/12—Dallas Aquarium Behind the Scenes 
 
05/03-05/04—Luau at Lake Murray, OK 
 
05/17-05/18—Tyler Trash Fest 
 
05/24-05/28 Memorial Weekend—Cozumel 
Dive Trip...See website for more details! 
 
06/07—Fun Day at Clear Springs in support of 
North Texas Scuba Retailers Association 
 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, March 6th.  This month’s 
speaker is our own Club member, Jimmy 
Atkinson, with a presentation on Maldive.  

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts 
at 6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly 
at 7:30 pm. 

Next Outing 

What:  Pool Dive / Scuba Olympics 
When: Sat. 03/08 1:00 pm 
Where:  JJ Pearce High School 
Natatorium, 1600 Coit Rd., Richardson  

Afterwards, our illustrious Sgt. of Arms, 
Philippe Douet, will host an informal get- 

together at his house.  This party will start  
at approximately 4:30 at 387 Bedford Rd., 
Richardson, a short 10 minute drive from 
the pool. 

 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 

If you are planning on 
being in Switzerland this 
month, you may want to 
check the Geneva Motor 
show for sQuba. But what 
is it you ask?  Inspired by 
a James Bond movie, this 
is the ultimate car for a 
diver … Manufactured by 
Rinspeed, it is a car 
based on the Lotus Elise 
that you can take under-
water. It is hard to get one 
though. Beside the price 
tag of $1.4 M, there is no 
plan to produce more 
than the prototype.  

Get more details at 
w w w . r i n s p e e d . c o m /
pages/cars/squba/pre-
squba.htm  
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