
 

Happy 2008, Scubadillos!  I look forward to an exciting new year.  First 
and foremost, I want to thank the 2007 Officers and Board Members for all 
of their hard work and enthusiasm last year, continuing to make the Scu-
badillo Dive Club the best club in North Texas!   I also want to thank all 
the volunteers who donated their valuable time at club meetings, outings, 
and events.  These functions would not be the success they were without 
your help.  I would also like to thank our many sponsors and supporters 
for their generous donations.  Next, a big thanks to your 2008 Scubadillo 
Officers and Board of Directors.  We have many new faces and they bring 
contagious enthusiasm, fresh ideas, and dedication to continue the tradi-
tion of the Scubadillos.  2008 is going to be a great Scubadillo year! 

 

For 2008, we will continue with tradition and have our Arctic Dive with the Diving Rebels later this 
month.  See the calendar of 2008 events in this Newsletter.  We have many exciting outings 
planned; some keeping with tradition and some new places to see.  We are also planning several 
blue-water trips for 2008 starting with the “Snorkel with the Manatees” / Cavern Diving trip in Janu-
ary/February.  Watch for details for the “Cozumel Invasion” this Spring and a trip to be announced in 
November.  Also, watch for details soon for the 2008 Scubadillo T-shirt design contest, as well as 
additional dillo items available for special order this year. 

 

Plans are in the works for this year’s Crawfish Boil – expect some new surprises!  "Laissez les bons 
temps rouler!"  (Let the good times roll!!!)  We have some exciting Happy Hours in the works, too, so 
watch the website and emails for details.   

 

Again in 2008, the Scubadillos will organize “Operation Care Package” for our troops stationed over-
seas.  As troops continue deployment to Iraq and Afghanistan, and troop tours are extended, we 
want to show our thanks and support for their sacrifice, dedication, and commitment.  More details 
will follow, but we need your help and contributions for Leatherman tools, magazines, sundries, 
snacks, etc.  Oh, yes, and cash to help with postage!!  I am also looking for a volunteer(s) to head 
this committee.  We will begin collections at the February 7th meeting.   

 

See you soon! 

Henry  - ><))))’> 

A Word From Your President 
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Henry Aschner—2008 
Scubadillo President 

 

J a n u a r y  
B i r t h d a y s :  

Dan Parrish             01/02 

Shannon Roys        01/06 

Dennis Pickett         01/20 

Chuck Rogers         01/23 

Mike Lester             01/23 

Ken McGuire           01/24 
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Lily Mak                   02/03  

Torry Weaver          02/12 

Jay Perkins             02/15 

Philippe Douet        02/16 

Joseph Wilson        02/19 

Rick Emery             02/20 

Edgar (E.L.) Dunn   02/21 
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Christmas in Cancun 
By Shannon Roys 

My family has toyed with the 
idea of a tropical Christmas for 
years, but no one ever went 
past the dreaming phase until 
this year.  My sister, in con-
nection with her birthday, de-
cided we needed to just do it.  
She and I decided on the 
dates / location and the rest of 
the family were invited to 
come.   

My mother and step-father of 
course jumped at the opportu-
nity to spend time with her 
daughters and grandsons.  
Dad and girlfriend accepted as 
well.  So we were all set, me 
(Shannon), sister (Trish), 
brother-in-law (Kelly), 2 neph-
ews (Sean – 7, Dylan – 4), 
mom (Nana), step-dad (Papa), 
dad (Grandpa Gil) and dad’s 
girlfriend (Theresa), just the 
new family model. 

We arrived on Saturday, De-
cember 8th.  Our first day was 
spent by the pool planning the 
rest of the week.  We all 
wanted to go to Isla Mujeres, 
see the turtles, swim with the 
dolphins, do some shopping 
and see some Mayan ruins.  
Papa Tim wanted to get in 
some golf and dad and I 
wanted to get in a few dives.   

We caught the public bus into 
town to do some shopping.  
This was a great hit with the 
boys as the bus was desig-
nated R2D2, which they 
thought was great given their 
love of Star Wars. 

Isla Mujeres –  We started off 
the day swimming with the 
dolphins, which was quite the 
experience.  Since we had 
Sean and Dylan, neither of 
whom can swim, we all opted 

for the Dolphin Encounter, 
where you get to kiss and 
“shake hands” with the dol-
phin.  Grandpa Gil and 
Theresa decided to stay on 
shore and watch.  After the 
dolphins, we caught a cab into 
town to rent a golf cart and 
cruise around the island.  Trish 
got a great recommendation 
for a place to eat lunch.  It was 
a restaurant run by a co-op of 
local fishermen.  As we ate, a 
big rain storm blew through.  
We saw lots of iguanas run-
ning for cover.  After lunch, 
and after the storm, we took 
off in golf carts to see the turtle 
farm, there were lots of differ-
ent turtles in various stages of 
maturity.  As we headed back, 
I asked Sean what he enjoyed 
most of all the things we did 
that day.  His response was 
R2 (the bus)! 

Cozumel – Dad and I took off 
Tuesday to do some diving.  
As many of you probably 
know, the travel from Cancun 
to Cozumel, especially for a 
day trip, is a bit grueling!  We 
left the hotel at 7:30am and 
didn’t get back until about 
7:00pm.  We dove Palancar 
Gardens and Yukab.  We saw 
quite a few turtles and rays, as 
well as the normal corals and 
fish.  By Cozumel standards, 
the dives were great, but I 
realized how spoiled I’ve be-
come by my trips to Fiji and 
the Philippines.  Poor me!!  
Note to self, keep up on my 
annual trips to new places ... I 
like being spoiled!! 

Tulum – ruins.  The cab ride 
was going to cost a bundle, so 
we rented a car and I was 
nominated to drive.  Now this 
shouldn't be a big deal, right?  

They drive on the same side of 
the road as we do.  The speed 
limit is in meters, but then so 
are the gages, so no mathe-
matical conversions neces-
sary.  The stick shift ... not a 
problem after remembering 
how to do it.  But then there 
are the random massive speed 
“bumps” that aren't so much 
bumps as they are mountains.  
And to top it off, there aren't 
always signs warning you of 
their existence.  This proved 
especially interesting on the 
way back in the dark.  I almost 
sent everyone through the roof 
when I didn't see one in time 
and braked just enough to 
keep everyone in one piece.  
On the way to Tulum, we 
stopped at Casa de Cenote for 
lunch.  The food was great, but 
the view was even better.  It 
was a little restaurant off a dirt 
road right on the beach.  The 
Cenote  on the opposite side of 
the dirt road drained out along 
the shore.  It was very strange 
to be in the ocean but  in non-
salty water.  We made it to 
Tulum and the ruins were fan-
tastic.  They sit on the cliff 
above the beach.   You enter 
through a hole in the outer wall 
and there are about 14 struc-
tures you can view.  The pre-
Hispanic name, Zama, trans-
lates to “Dawn.”  I could only 
imagine watching the sun rise 
from this point. 

At the end of the week it was 
time to head back to the real 
world, but we were all well 
rested and our first “modern” 
family vacation went off without 
a hitch. 

D i l l o  D i v e r  
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Pam Henricks and Dan Parrish met on 
a Caribbean cruise in 2002 and bonded 
while scuba diving. Now married and liv-
ing in Lewisville, they visit Dallas World 
Aquarium between trips to diving spots. 

Dan and his daughter were celebrating 
her 18th birthday. And after several years 
of divorce, Dan was convinced that dating 
was no fun. Instead, he spent his free 
time scuba diving. 

"Thirty days earlier, I had quit dating and I 
had a serious talk with God. 'God, I'm not 
doing this anymore until you show me a 
good woman who does what I like to do. 
Until then, we ain't playing no more,' " he 
says. 

Pam, too, loved to scuba dive and 
planned to do so in Belize. She was cele-
brating the Thanksgiving holiday with her 
mom and two kids on the same cruise. 

One morning, Pam overheard a lively 
conversation at the other end of the 
breakfast table. Dan recounted rescuing 
his daughter during a dive that didn't go 
well. 

Pam told Dan, "I'm diving tomorrow in 
Belize, but I don't have a buddy." 

And Dan told Pam, "That's funny. I'm 
diving in Belize tomorrow, and I need a 
buddy, too. Tell you what, I'll see you on 
the boat in the morning." 

On the 90-minute boat ride to the dive 
site, the two got acquainted. 

Dan, who had been diving for two years, 
learned that Pam had been diving since 
the '70s. She liked diving so much that 
she spent time diving with the Girl Scouts. 
She learned that he went diving with the 
Boy Scouts. She told him she also had a 
son in Cub Scouts and that she was Den 
mom. They discussed their mutual love of 
Scouting, sci-fi and renaissance festivals. 

And while underwater, Dan made another 
discovery. 

"You find out through the dive that most 
ladies, no offense, are not good technical 
divers, but my mermaid is," he says. 

Back on the cruise ship, their families 
met. And when Dan's dad asked Pam 
what church she went to and she told him 
Methodist, "his jaw dropped because that 
was the magic phrase," she says. 

"We found out later that my dad's entire 
men's Bible class was praying for me to 
find a good Methodist woman," says Dan, 
an air-quality manager with IEA Environ-
mental Services in Houston. 

Pam and Dan were inseparable for the 
next few days, walking around the ship 
and stargazing at night. On their last night 
at sea, they attended a formal dinner. 
They were dressed to the nines and hav-
ing a great time. And they just knew. 

"It was the classic falling-in-love point," he 
says. "I literally drowned in her eyes, and 
I became bewitched." 

Pam and Dan returned to their lives in 
Lewisville and Houston, respectively. But 
Dan's daughter had a parents' weekend 
at Texas Woman's University in Denton 
two weeks later. Pam invited them to visit 
her, and Dan brought shrimp and cooked 
a romantic dinner. 

"I had my list, and he was almost every-
thing on it," says Pam, a veterinarian at 
Garden Ridge Animal Hospital in Lewis-
ville. "I wanted someone who was spiri-
tual, someone in their mid-40s, someone 
who scuba dives." 

Dan put their meant-to-be status to the 
test! when he invited Pam to help teach a 
workshop for a vet-tech merit badge at a 
Boy Scout camp in Woodville after Christ-
mas. For five days, Pam endured 30-
degree weather, which amazed Dan. He 
wanted to make sure that her idea of 
camping was the same as his. 

"Most girls think camping is a hotel with-
out room service," he says. "But I think 
that you put it on your back, hike it 10 
miles, and if you don't carry it with you, 
you can't have it." 

Pam and Dan were so much in sync that 
they made their long-distance romance 
work. In June 2003, Pam had a veterinary 
convention in Cancun, just days before 
Dan was scheduled to be in Cozumel with 
his dive group. So they decided he'd fly in 
early. 

Because of flight delays, they both got to 
the Cancun hotel well after midnight. Pam 
attended convention activities early the 
next morning. She had no idea that Dan 
had a full evening planned. 

"For months, I had been planning to pro-
pose because I figured she was too good 
to let escape," he says. 

First, they had a night dive during which 
they swam "20 minutes through coral by 
moonlight," he says. "It was awesome." 

Then, they had dinner at a five-star hotel, 
complete with wine and exquisite food. 
But Pam was exhausted. 

"She's sitting there trying not to pass out 
at the table," he says. " 'Honey, it's a 
beautiful night. The moon is up. Let's go 
walk on the beach in the surf.' " 

Dan proposed under a full moon, and 
Pam answered in Spanish: "Si." 

"It was a perfect moment," she says. "I 
figured he might be getting around to 
proposing, but I had a backup plan. I fig-
ured if he didn't propose to me, I would 
propose to him." 

Back in Texas, they had to deal with lo-
gistics, which proved difficult because 
Pam and Dan loved their jobs. But, by 
February 2005, "We said, 'It's been over 
two years, we should probably get mar-
ried,' " recalls Pam, 50. 

So they decided that Dan, now 49, could 
keep his job in Houston by flying there 
every Sunday and returning to Dallas on 
Thursday evenings. 

Dan and Pam were married April 30, 
2005, at the Scarborough Faire festival in 
Waxahachie. 

 

Kathleen Green is a Dallas freelance writer. If 
you have a True Romance story, e-mail her at 
DMNGreen @sbcglobal.net.  

For Scuba Loving Couple, The Best Dates Are Underwater 
By Kathleen Green / Special Contributor to the Dallas Morning News Reprinted with permission 



 

2008 Scubadillo Officers 

President….…………………….Henry Aschner 
Vice President………...………….Patrick Lynch 
Treasurer………………...……...Shannon Roys 
Secretary…………………...….....Judy Aschner 
Sgt. At Arms…………………....Phillippe Douet 
Dir. Of Club Affairs...…………..Ann Blackstock 
Social Director………...…………..Lonnie Babb 
Newsletter Editor………...……..Angela Krieger 

2008 Board of Directors 

All above officers and 
Sylvia Evelyn 
Sonny Gaither 
Steve Partain 

David Prichard 
Chuck Rogers 

03/08—Pool Dive TBA 
04/12—Dallas Aquarium Behind the Scenes 

05/03-05/04—Luau at Lake Murray, OK 
05/17-05/18—Tyler Trash Fest 
Memorial Weekend—Cozumel Dive Trip 
06/07-06/08—Broken Bow, OK 
06/28—Clear Springs Day Dive 
07/19—Athens Scuba Park Day Dive 
08/19—Abilene Missile Silo Day Dive 
(depending on participation and availability) 
Labor Day Weekend—Lake Ouachita 
09/13—Grapevine Boat Float 
10/11-10/12—Tyler Pumpkin Dive 
11/09-11/15—Tentative Live aboard  
12/06—Christmas Party 

Next Meeting 

Thursday, February 7th.  Our guest 
speaker will be Barrett Christie with a  
presentation on Project SECORE. 

“Meet, Greet and Eat” Social Hour starts 
at 6:30 pm.  The meeting begins promptly 
at 7:30 pm. 

Next Happy Hour 

Friday, February 15th 5:30-8:00pm 

Next Outing 

What:  Lake Murray Arctic Dive with 
Diving Rebels.   
When: 02/23-02/24 
Where:  Marietta Landing, Lake Murray, 
OK 

Dinner Saturday at 5pm $10 by 02/17, 
$15 at the event 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the web! 
www.scubadillo.org 

The annual Sea Space dive show died 
last year, but the new Texas Dive Show 
took its place on the weekend of January 
26-27 in Houston and got off to a good 
start. 

Organized by the staff of Dive Chronicles 
magazine, the new scuba diving con-
sumer tradeshow was held at the J.W. 
Marriott Hotel across from the Galleria 
shopping center on Westheimer Road. 

The show featured over 70 exhibitors in 
the hotel's convention center, plus a se-

2008 Texas Dive Show Review 
By David Prichard & Lily Mak 

ries of high-caliber seminar presentations 
from some of the industry's legendary 
divers. 

Most of the exhibitors were dive destina-
tion operators or travel companies that 
were quick to offer a special show 
deal.  There were also many scuba equip-
ment and photo/video manufacturers and 
dealers there to show off their new prod-
ucts, including a lot of technical equip-
ment like rebreather units. 

The highlight of the weekend, at least for 
us, were the series of informative semi-
nars that ran each day.  Photographer/
videographer legend Stan Waterman en-
tertained packed seminar rooms with four 
presentations from sharks to the macro 
world of marine life.  Shipwreck buffs were 
able to explore many of the most famous 
lost ships in the world through presenta-
tions by such pioneer wreck explorers as 
Gary Gentile, Leigh Bishop and Michael 
Barnette.  Through them we got a chance 
to see underwater photo and video im-
ages of such famous ships as the Andrea 

One of the many crowded rows in the exhibit 
hall  

Shipwreck pioneer diver Gary Gentile, 
speaker at the Texas Dive Show, with Kam-
ela "Wreckwench" Shadduck and Lily Mak.   

Doria, the Britannic (Titanic's sister ship), 
RMS Lusitania, and many more liners and 
warships.  The presentations also pro-
vided an insight into the technical diving 
aspects of these deep wrecks, plus photo-
graphic tips on how to shoot them. 

Besides getting a good start for a 2009 
show in Houston, the organizers are in-
vestigating a possible dive show in Dallas 
next year as well.  More information on 
this past (and future) event can be found 
at www.texasdiveshow.com. 

04/20—10th Annual Crawfish Boil  

2 PM to 6 PM 
Winfrey Point 

White Rock Lake, Dallas 
Rain or Shine 

Food, Drink and Surprises 
$30 thru Apr 17 

 $40 at door 


