
A Word From Your President 2 

Trip to Philippines by  
Shannon Roys (continued) 

2 

Happiest of Happy Hours! 
Duke’s Roadhouse Sept 21st 

3 

Dillos Helping Dillos-Use our 
club number for your office 
needs! 

3 

2007 Dive Schedule 3 

Do You Know About This  
New Equipment? 
 
Next Meeting and  
Upcoming Events 

4 
 
 

4 
 

T h e  O f f i c i a l  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  S C U B A D I L L O  D i v e  C l u b - S i n c e  1 9 8 4  

TTTHISHISHIS M M MONTHONTHONTH’’’SSS B B BIRTHDAYSIRTHDAYSIRTHDAYS   
   

  

September  2007 

Inside Inside Inside ThisThisThis Issue Issue Issue   

Dillo  Diver 

Lionfish by Shannon Roys 

Philippines’ Diving Adventure 
By Shannon Roys 

     I recently ventured to the Philippines for some diving.  
The travel coordinator I go with sends out nice little packets 
on things to prepare you for the adventure.  Now I don’t 
consider myself a world traveler, but I’ve been to a few in-
ternational locations.  However, this was the first destination 
I’ve been to that I was advised to check the Center for Dis-
ease Control for shots I may need!  After getting my hepati-
tis shots and malaria meds, I was set to go, or so I thought.  
On the morning I was to start the first leg of my trip to the 
Philippines, via a brief layover in California, my cab arrived 
right on time, but after I wrestled my bags down the hallway 

to elevator, the call button wouldn’t work.  And I live on the 16th floor.  We all know how divers 
pack!  Well, after two trips down the stairs (once for each 
bag), I made it to CA without further incident and spent a 
few days catching up with family and friends.  Then it was 
off to LAX for the fifteen hour flight to Seoul and then an-
other three hours to Manila.  Once in Manila, we had a 2 
½ hour bus trip to the marina.  Driving in the Philippines is 
an adventure in itself.  The lines painted on the road ap-
pear to be a mere suggestion.  It wasn’t unusual to have 
three or four cars side by side on a two “lane” road.  After 
the one hour boat ride from the marina to the village of 
Sabang on Mindoro Island, we finally arrived at the resort 
… during a downpour!  But that is were all our troubles 
ended!   
     The resort met us with beverages and brought out their spa staff to give everyone mini mas-
sages while our bags were being delivered to our rooms.  We spent the next four days diving, 
diving, diving.  All the sites were about 5 minutes from the resort.  We saw some great critters.  
Turtles, frogfish, ghost pipefish, sharks, triggerfish, which it turns out are not too friendly during 
mating season, tons of nudibranchs, so many that I finally told Rufo, our DM, don’t bother pointing 
out anymore unless it’s posing for a great picture!  Oh to be so spoiled!  The water temps were in 
the mid-80s, unbelievable vis and every dive site had something great to see.  One day we took a 
boat over to Verde Island where there were more corals and cool critters.  On the first dive, I was 
handing my weight pouches up and dropped one, in about 70 fsw.  Rufo, bless him, went back 
down and battled two triggerfish to retrieve my weight pouch.  (I have since purchased an extra 
pouch to add to my save-a-dive “kit”)  The last dive of the day was the “Washing Machine.”  It’s a 
series of reefs that when the current gets going you float (or more accurately get pushed) through 
like you’re on the rinse cycle.  Rufo estimated the currents we encountered rated a 5.6 on a scale 
of 1-10.  That was strong enough for me, challenging but enjoyable.  At the end of the fourth day, 
we ventured off to another village at sunset and went ashore.  A group of us wondered down the 
beach and found a henna tattoo place and all got inked.  My choice, a turtle ankle tattoo. 
     The following morning we started our travels to the Atlantis Resort in Dumaguete.  The 
grounds were a tropical paradise versus the breezy beach feel of the first resort.  The diving was 
much different at Dumaguete.  They referred to it as muck diving because there really isn’t a 
natural reef there.  But there were more amazing critters to be seen.  They did have tires, which 
reminded me of TX diving!  We ran across cuttlefish, seahorses, more frogfish of all shapes and 
sizes.  On the second day, we took a ride out to Apo Island.  Several of us enjoyed it so much we 
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     September is upon 
us.  This means kids are 
back in school, back-to-
school sales at all the 
retail stores, and tax-free 
weekend for back-to-
school clothes and shoes 
(I wonder if a new wet-
suit or boots count?).  
It’s also Labor Day, a 
United States federal 
holiday that takes place 

on the first Monday in September. The holiday 
began in 1882, originating from the Central 
Labor Union to create a day off for the 
"working man".  It is still celebrated mainly as 
a day of rest and marks the symbolic end of 
summer and the vacation season.  
     For the Scubadillos this means we are cele-
brating at our Labor Day event at Lake 
Ouachita.  If you haven’t been to Lake 

Ouachita you are missing out on one of the 
most picturesque lakes in the country.  Nestled 
in the Ouachita Mountains in Arkansas, near 
Hot Springs, this lake is known for its deep, 
clear blue waters, beautiful tree-lined shores, 
and incredible sunsets.  Come join us!  Check 
the message board as some folks are looking 
to carpool and share accomodations. 
     After Labor Day is also the time most folks 
start making plans for the winter holidays.  For 
the Dillos this means our last diving event of 
the year is coming up, the annual Pumpkin 
Dive in Tyler.  The underwater pumpkin carv-
ing contest has produced some really creative 
pumpkins in years past.  I expect a twist on the 
rules this year, so watch for the October news-
letter or Dillo postings coming soon with the 
rules.  And as we did last year, we will also 
have a pumpkin carving contest for the kids.  
Come join us and bring the family! 

Henry Aschner— 2007 
SCUBADILLO President 

A Word From Your President      The Scubadillo Christmas Ball & Ex-
travaganza will be Saturday, December 1st.  
As always, expect an incredible catered 
affair, live music & dancing, great raffle 
items, amazing silent auction, and more!  
Ticket sales will be announced soon.  Put 
this on your calendar. 
     One last item – some have inquired 
about the Cozumel trip.  Unfortunately the 
package we have enjoyed in the past is 
unavailable, as a decision was made by the 
agency to suspend the direct flight we have 
always used.  We were met with a chal-
lenge to find suitable dates and airfare but 
were not able to find that perfect replace-
ment.  We have decided to postpone this 
trip until the Spring.  However, keep 
watching for details of other upcoming 
trips as we are planning a very active 2008 
with several blue water opportunities! 
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convinced the resort to take us back the next day.  During one dive, my dive partner and I were accosted by a remora.  We’d es-
cape and he’d give chase.  It was quite funny, especially since he didn’t attach himself to any of our group.  On another dive, our 
resident videographer found a turtle and went in for a closer look.  The turtle appeared to be ready to leave, but instead curiosity got 
the better of him.  They circled each other about 5 times.  The next day back at Dumaguete, we got our last dives in for the trip.  We 
saw, what by this time, was more of the same.  Lion fish, frog fish, ornate pipefish, nudibranchs.  On our very last dive, we found the 
smallest baby clown frogfish, less than inch long.  Marco, our DM at Dumaguete, was especially excited about this find.  This find 
and a pleasant sunset cruise was a perfect end to a fabulous trip. 

 

(Philippines- Continued from page 1) 
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2007 Scubadillo Dive Club Schedule 

 

The Scubadillo Dive Club utilizes the Office 
Depot Rewards Card as a means to defray the 
costs of producing a newsletter.  If you pro-
vide the Dillo rewards number at checkout, 
the club will get credit!  Please use this num-
ber for any purchases at Office Depot!.  
Thanks from the Scubadillo Dive Club. 

Happiest of Happy 
Hours!   

Duke’s Roadhouse! 
4180 Beltline in  
Addison! Located at 

the southwest corner of Midway 
and Beltline.  Happy Hour from 
5pm to ???? See you there! 

A Pictorial of the Lake Ouachita Long Weekend 

Date What Place 

September 15th Member Appreciation Boat Float! Lake Grapevine, TX 

October 6th New Braunels Trashfest New Braunfels, TX 

October 13/14 Pumpkin Dive! Tyler, TX 

December 1st Christmas Party Springpark Sports Club, Richardson, 
TX 



Upcoming Events 

What:  Happiest of Happy Hours! See details on website! 
When:  Friday, September 21st!  5pm until ??? 
Where: Duke’s Roadhouse  
              4180 Beltline Road in Addison at Midway.  Specials! 
 

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, September 6th, 2007  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

      NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:   Ms. Kim Riddle of the Aruba Tourism Bureau! 

  Reminder:  Pumpkin Dive, Lake Tyler, Oct.                

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

 

2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Philippe Douet 
Stacey Burton Ellis 

Sonny Gaither 
Ann Keller 

Steve Partain 

What:   3rd Annual Member Appreciation Boat Float 
When:   Saturday, September 15th   12 noon-4 pm 
Where:  Lake Grapevine, TX; Silver Lake Marina! 
               Sun! Fun!  Relaxation!  Great Food & Swimming!                

         2007 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ……………….……Henry Aschner 
Vice President …………..……Chuck Rogers 
Treasurer ………………..……Shannon Roys 
Secretary …………………...…Kenya Cavnar 
Sgt. At Arms …………........ …Patrick Lynch 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  …….... Ann Blackstock 
Social Director…………… ....Annette Evans 
Newsletter Editor………......… June Hallman 

What:   End of Summer Bash!!!  
When:  Sunday, September 23rd 
Where: Clear Springs Scuba Park  Free burgers & dogs, 
 Treasure Hunt, Prizes, Demo the latest gear!                                

 

Do You Know About This  
New Equipment?  

Vertical Diving Pools! 
By Philippe Douet 

          If you have an aversion to the following dive conditions-very cold water, bad visibility, danger due to currents and fishing nets what can 
you do?  Well if you live in Europe and close to a vertical diving pool, you go diving there.   
     A vertical pool is a manmade pool anywhere from 30 feet to 100 feet built specifically for the purpose of diving.  There are pools in the fol-
lowing locations-Germany, France and Belgium.  One specific pool that was completed in 2004 is Nemo 33.  This pool is located in the Brussels, 
Belgium area and is a 33 meter pool (hence the name) which is equivalent to 100 feet. 
     The Nemo 33 has the following features:  horizontal and vertical visibility of more than 100 feet, heated drinkable spring water without chlo-
rine, year long temperature of 86 degrees, 3 under pressure water caves with a constant change of air-along with other amenities such as a club-
house and restaurant.    
     These pools are used for your initial dive training and then follow up training.   PADI has recognized that some of the Open Water dive train-
ing can be done in Nemo33. They are also used by professionals who use the pools to:  Do scientific and medical research on the effects of div-
ing on the human body; Test prototypes and diving equipment by manufacturers; Training of new or existing techniques for the army, police and 
firemen. 
     These pools have risen in such popularity with the local dive population that several use the pool at lunch time for relaxation purposes and to 
alleviate stress.  Hmmm. . . .I wonder if your health insurance would cover that? 
     For more information on these pools-you can access the following websites:  Brussels, Belgium - www.nemo33.com –  Just look at the pic-
tures ! 
     If you want to practice your German www.monte-mare.de/de/indoortauchzentrum.html for an alternative in Rheinbach Germany. 
     If Paris and area is your destination another training site www.Aqua92.com 


