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Monterey Bay Dive Trip  
By Philippe Douet 

     Last October I had the opportunity to try out another great dive location thanks to my wife’s job!  First it 
was the Bahamas in May and then Monterey Bay in California!  She 

went for a week long training 
course and I took vacation 
and went for a week long 
dive trip! 
     Monterey Bay is defi-
nitely a dive location that 
should not be missed if you 
have the opportunity to dive 
there.  This is a popular dive 
location that is used by the northern Californian people (San 
Francisco area) to do their OW check-out dives and the week-

ends are really busy with hundreds of divers setting up tents.  
Monterey claims to be the Shore Diving Capital of the 
World. 
     When I arrived, I was expecting to do boat diving, but 
learned that unless you are going out on the weekend, you 
will end up doing shore diving.  The good news is that there 
are lots of shore diving opportunities however this is not for 
the faint of heart!  The diving is cold water diving with a 
temperature of 59 degrees while I was there-and this was 
considered very warm there! 
     To dive there, you will have to use lots of weight-I used 
around 28 pounds plus a heavy wet suit.  Each day I would 
suit up, walk to the beach, enter the water, swim around 

100-200 yards, dive (45 minutes to an hour), swim back, get out of the water and walk back to the car!  
This was a pretty demanding routine and I found that my initial plan to do three dives each day had to be 
scaled back towards the end of the trip! 
     If you plan on going to Monterey Bay to dive, the best 
timing would be to arrive on Wednesday, do shore diving 
to acclimate yourself on Thursday, start your boat diving 
on Friday if you can find a boat (when I was there-
Monterey Bay Dive Center was experimenting with Fri-
day dives) and then do boat dives on the weekend (you 
have a lot of choices for boats on the weekend). 
     Visibility was variable during my diving there.  It was 
really bad when the swell picked up with lots of moving 
sand.  There was also quite a bit of algae between 5 to 30 
feet which is where most of the shore dives were.  With the boat dive-which was below 30 feet-the water 
was crystal clear with 100+ feet of visibility. 
     Some of the dive sites that you would want to visit are:  Breakwater Coastguard, MacAbee Beach, Mer-
tridium Field, Coral Street, Lover’s Point and Ball Buster.  What you will see while diving is lots of sea 
otters, seals, tons of sea starts (varying shapes, size and color) with the most special being the sunflower sea 
stars with 20 to 24 legs.  I also saw lots of anemones including a carpet of club-tipped anemone 
(corynactis), white-plume anemone, and a tube-dwelling anemone.  Other sightings were nudibranches, sea 
pens, and a pretty blue ring top snail, decorating crabs, a beautiful blue cobalt sponge and abalone.   There 
were fish present; however they were not the most important sightings of the dives.  You can also see rays, 
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wolf eels, rockfish and lingcod.  If you are really lucky, you may spot a sun fish (mola mola) however 
the only one that I spotted was in a tank at the aquarium! 
     The one thing that you will definitely encounter while diving there is the kelp forest.  The forest has 
a very special ambiance when the sun is playing on it.  One thing you need to make sure you do is try 
to avoid entanglement when you are diving in the forest.  I got caught a few times but I learned that the 
trick was to snap the kelp and not try to pull out of it (there was no chance of doing that!)  The kelp 
forest can also pose an issue when you are trying to get back to the shore and have to navigate through 
it.  Keeping a few psi’s in your tank to get under the kelp is a good option or a stomach crawl is an-
other! 
     I used MBDC (Monterey Bay Diving Center) for my diving needs and it is right next to the location 
for great shore dives (next to the coast guard station).  If you plan on doing shore dives from there-
make sure you have a way to deal with the car (take keys that you can dive with) and make sure you 
bring quarters to pay the parking fees.  There is no such thing as free parking there!  After you dive 
there, you can purchase a wonderful seafood sandwich for lunch at a nearby shop and enjoy your sand-
wich at the picnic tables overlooking Monterey Bay. 
     If you go to Monterey Bay-make sure that you visit the Monterey Bay Aquarium.  This is one of 
the top aquariums in the world with a research center connected to it.  When we were there-we learned 
that they had just released a Great White Shark in the bay after it got too big for the tank!  Luckily, I 
did not meet up with him during my dives!  

(SNUBA- Continued from page 1) 

     May is a busy holi-
day month, but before I 
ramble about the hap-
penings in May, I first 
want to take a moment 
to say Thank You to all 
the volunteers that 
pulled together and gave 
us one heck of a Craw-
fish Boil!  Fun was had 
by all, everything went 
smooth, and we all had 

a great time.  This was only possible with the 
hard work and dedication of the volunteers.  I 
also wish to thank our many sponsors who 
continue to support the Scubadillos and our 
causes.  Lastly, I wish to thank those who at-
tended the 9th Annual Crawfish Boil, purchased 
the raffle tickets, bid on the Silent Auction 
items, etc.  After all, this is a fundraiser and 
your support goes a long way to help us meet 
our charitable goals.  Thank you, everyone! 

     Those who attended were greeted by a 
petting zoo, of sorts.  Some furry, many scaly.  
Thanks, Oggie!  New for this year was a cari-
cature artist who entertained the folks when 
we weren’t eating the mud-bugs.  Also new 
this year was a coloring station for kids of all 
ages to color and write a personal message of 
support for our troops.  I will have these color-
ing sheets at the May 3rd meeting.  Please take 
a moment to add your own personal message.   
These will be included in the care packages we 
will pack and send the second or third week of 
May --- and this is the point where I begin my 
monthly ramble. 
     Memorial Day is May 28th, and is much 
more than a three-day weekend that marks the 
beginning of summer. To many people, espe-
cially the nation's thousands of combat veter-
ans, this day, which has a history stretching 
back all the way to the Civil War, is an impor-
tant reminder of those who died in the service 
of their country. 

Henry Aschner— 2007 
SCUBADILLO President 

A Word From Your President      Memorial Day was originally known as 
Decoration Day because it was a time set 
aside to honor the nation's Civil War dead 
by decorating their graves.  In 1971, Con-
gress declared Memorial Day a national 
holiday to be celebrated the last Monday in 
May.  It seems fitting that we have our 
Operation Care Package this month to 
honor those who are fighting today for our 
freedom, and pay tribute to those who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for all Ameri-
cans.     
     Please watch for a Dillo email with the 
details.  We are sending items for 50 or 
more troops stationed in Iraq; items such as 
gourmet coffee, candles, air freshener, 
Kleenex, sun screen, bug spray, magazines, 
CDs, DVDs, X-box and Play Station 
games.  I welcome your donations and 
contributions to the cause. 
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Shipwrecks Throughout History:  From Tut to the Atomic Age 
By David Prichard 

     The Dallas Museum of Art (DMA) and the Institute of Nautical Archaeology (INA) will present a 
day of lectures, films, musical performance and family events that will examine shipwrecks 
throughout history.  From ancient Roman wrecks to the Titanic and other modern-age ships, the 
lecture series will be held May 12 from 11 am to 5pm at the museum.   
     Guest speakers include Dr. George F. Bass, founder of the INA at Texas A&M, and Dr. James 
P. Delgado, co-host of the television series, The Sea Hunters and Director of the INA.  The mu-
seum is located in the Dallas Arts District at 1717 Harwood Street and the event is covered by the 
price of admission to the museum.  For a full schedule, visit www.DallasMuseumofArt.org.   
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2007 Scubadillo Dive Club Schedule 

TROOP PLANS! 
Once again the Scubadillo Dive Club will be trying to bring some comfort to about 50-60 of our troops.  The 
TARGET day will be May 17th at the Midway Point Restaurant starting at 6:30pm.  These items will 
be shipped via US Mail to APO’s in Iraq.    Please get in touch with President, Henry Aschner at 
henry.aschner@sbcglobal.net if you would like to contribute cash, items, and/or help with the packaging.  In addi-
tion to the items we are collecting, we will need very sturdy boxes of medium size, packing materials, bubble 
wrap, large plastic bags for any liquid items, packing tape, markers, etc.  Gourmet coffee, Kleenex (something a 
lot softer than military issue), candles/air fresheners, Girl Scout Cookies (we sent some in the past and they 
were VERY popular), magazines, CD’s, video games (X-Box, PS2, etc.), cards, books, handiwipes, towelettes, 
thermal coffee mugs, sunscreen personal pocket size, insect repellent with Deet, lip balm with SPF30, Carmex 
sticks and more.   Our troops are an investment in the continuation of our own lives and freedoms.  So go the 
troops, so goes our freedom.  We are free because our troops through the years have always given their all to 
defend us from harm, to protect our right to disagree and speak our minds.  Help Us Support Our Troops!  
They need us more than ever.   Come on out and join us on May 17th at the Midway Point Restaurant.   

 

The Scubadillo Dive Club utilizes the 
Office Depot Rewards Card as a 
means to defray the costs of produc-
ing a newsletter.  If you provide the 
Dillo rewards number at checkout, 
the club will get credit!  Please use 
this number for any purchases at Of-
fice Depot!.  Thanks from the Scu-
badillo Dive Club.  

Date What Place 

May 19/20th Luau! Lake Murray, OK 

June 2/3 Trashfest Tyler, TX 

July 14th Day Dive Trip 
CSSP (Clear Springs Scuba 

Park), Terrell, TX 

August 11th Day Dive Trip, Possible Training Day Athens Scuba Park, Athens, TX 

September 1-3 Lake Ouachita Lake Ouachita, AR (w/Rebels?) 
September 15th Party Barge! TBD 

October 6th New Braunels Trashfest New Braunfels, TX 
October 13/14 Pumpkin Dive! Tyler, TX 

December 1st Christmas Party 
Springpark Sports Club, Richard-

son, TX 

Lake Murray Luau Time!!  
When:  Saturday 5/19 
Where:  Lake Murray, OK 
Time:  Afternoon activities with a Luau style 
Cookout!  (whole pig or chicken), BYOB, & Pot-
luck.  Please bring a dish to share.  Possible af-
ternoon dive with contest, TBD.     



Upcoming Events 

What:  US Troops Appreciation and Packing Day 
When:  May 17th, 2007 
Where: Midway Point Restaurant beginning at 6:30 pm.    
  We need you!  Come on out and join us!  

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, May 3rd, 2007  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

      NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:  The Marvelous Mr. Walter Davis of  

                  The Scuba Shop      

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

 

2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Philippe Douet 
Stacey Burton Ellis 

Sonny Gaither 
Ann Keller 

Steve Partain 

What:   Trashfest (Clean up for a good cause!) 
When:   June 9-10, 2007 
Where:  Tyler State Park;  Through Trashfest, we 
               Clean up Tyler State Park and raise money 
    For Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for Children. 
                Sponsored by the staff of Scuba Steve’s Aquatic 
                Adventures and the 2007 Divemaster class.   

What:    Luau at Lake Murray! 
When:   May 19/20, 2007 
Where:  Lake Murray, OK;  Marietta Landing 
   See Scubadillo website for map and more details. 

         2007 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ……………….……Henry Aschner 
Vice President …………..……Chuck Rogers 
Treasurer ………………..……Shannon Roys 
Secretary …………………...…Kenya Cavnar 
Sgt. At Arms …………........ …Patrick Lynch 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  …….... Ann Blackstock 
Social Director…………… ....Annette Evans 
Newsletter Editor………......… June Hallman 
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