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 What’s a family to do when their four-day vacation to 
Cozumel gets cancelled by a travel agent named Wilma?  
Head for Grand Bahama Island.  Although it takes a bit 
longer to get there (changing planes just once), the Viva 
Wyndham Fortuna Beach, an all-inclusive on a beautiful 
stretch of beach, offered delicious meals and robust 
drinks.   
     Since one member of the group was severely ailing, 
three of us headed to the dive shop Saturday morning to 
test the waters.  Our divemas-
ter, Will, was a very attentive 
guy from New Zealand.  We 

had the whole boat (a very small fishing boat) to ourselves.  It was 
very much a do-it-yourself operation, which was fine with me be-

cause then you know your 
reg’s hooked up correctly.   
The water temperature 
ranged from 74-77 de-
grees.  During our surface interval, we discovered just 
how bad motion sickness can hit someone – and she 
was wearing a patch!  Sadly our newest diver ended 
up sitting out the second dive.   
     On Sunday we 
made the trip out to 
Theo’s Wreck (with 
eight onboard) led 
by an Italian dive-

master named Nazario.  He gave the dive plan, but I was a 
little disconcerted that he’d take two divers with limited skills 
into an overhead environment at 110’.  My two buddies and I 

cruised the exterior of the wreck, con-
tent to shoot silhouettes.  Our newest 
dive buddy had learned her lesson the 
day before and spent her surface inter-
val snorkeling.   
     During our second dive we saw several reef sharks, one of which 
passed close enough to reach out and touch.  The diving was better than 
we expected with oodles of Fairy basslets and hearty goatfish to entertain 
us.  A friendly turtle and enchanting butterflyfish also caught our attention.  
We watched a small school of jacks form a bait ball spinning round and 
round.  I could’ve watched them forever – well, at least until my air ran 
out.  Sunday we made a trip into Freeport seeking medical attention for 
our youngest son whose condition had worsened.  The doctor didn’t know 
what was going on, but wanted to hospitalize him.  We declined and de-

cided to take our chances since we were heading home the next day.  The thought of being hos-
pitalized in a foreign country is very scary and you start to appreciate the medical care we are 
accustomed to.   
     I would like to visit the Bahamas again someday, but right now I’d like to just click my fins 
together and say the magic words “There’s no place like Cozumel”.   

Walter Davis 

New Members    
Matthew Potts 

Grand Bahama Adventure! 
By Ann and Jim Keller 

Laura Lake 1/4 
Nancy Voith 1/4 
Dennis Pickett 1/20 
Mark Lee 1/21 
Rona Dahlgren 1/22 
Mike Lester 1/23 
Chuck Rogers 1/23 



     As I start my first 
presidential address, I 
want to wish everyone 
a Happy New Year and 
hope that all of you and 
your families had a 
great holiday season!  I 
have been reflecting 
back on 2005, thinking 

that by the time you 
read this, New Year’s 
Day will be in the rear 

view mirror.   Let’s look at all the great 
things that our 2005 Scubadillos officers 
have accomplished: . . . a ton of great so-
cial events which gave everyone an oppor-
tunity to meet fellow divers as well as won-
derful people; a great quality and updated 
newsletter and website that provides a link 
to our diving community;  local diving op-
portunities (if you missed them, you 

missed something great-all were a blast 
with my 2 personal favorites being the San 
Marcos weekend and the pumpkin dive!);  
finally wonderful fund raising events and 
parties-anyone who has been to the Craw-
fish Boil or the Christmas party can attest 
to that!   
     I want to personally thank the 2005 
officers and the club for all of their efforts. 
Without them, we would not have been 
able to accomplish what we did and have 
such a strong foundation to build on for 
2006! 
     Speaking of 2006, we have another 
great team of officers.  You will see all of 
the bios of them in the February newslet-
ter.  We will continue with our classics that 
provide opportunity for fun and fellowship. 
. . Happy Hours, Crawfish Boil, Club Dive 
Trip, and the Christmas Party.  We also 

Philippe Douet — 2006 
SCUBADILLO President 

A Word From Your President want to provide more diving fun by add-
ing more local dive opportunities!   
Some members have suggested doing 
someth ing  i n  t he  Sp r ing  to 
‘compensate’ for the cancelled Co-
zumel trip.  Perhaps a visit to dive with 
the Florida manatees or something else 
… If you have ideas or are interested 
let us know.  Speaking of ideas, we 
want you to tell us what you would like.  
We want to hear what you want, so feel 
free to talk to any of the officers, send 
us emails, let us know what you are 
thinking and ideas on what you would 
like to see the club do.  The members 
are what makes this club so strong and 
we want to hear from all of you! 
     I am looking forward to another 
great year for the Scubadillos in 2006 
with lots of fun and safe dives. As your 
boat dive master would say ‘The pool is 
open’.   Let’s jump into 2006! 
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Scubadillo Happiest of Happy Hours 
Friday, Jan 20, 2006 
5:30-8:30 pm 

 

 
 

COMPLIMENTARY QUESADILLA BAR  
OPEN 5:30-7:30 

Please tip the cook!  See Flyer at meeting for all details! 

Extras in Bits and Pieces!   
 

We are in the process of establishing a Dive Schedule for 2006!  Please be patient as we hope to have that squared away in the 
next newsletter.  We will be electing a Sergeant at Arms at the January 2006 meeting.  Don’t forget to renew your membership as it 
expired in December 2005 and you must be a member to vote on any Dillo issues.   If you are taking a blue water trip, please let 
me, your newsletter editor (junehallman@sbcglobal.net), know about it so I can get the details of your trips and some photos for a 
future feature article.   We officially open the dive season with the San Marcos cleanup.  Mark your calendars for this event on the 
weekend of April 1st.  If you are a visitor or new member or regular member, you are welcome at all events.  Please join us as 
YOU make the difference in what happens to the Club.  
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Dillo Fun in Review-2005! 
A Pictorial! 

 



Upcoming Events 

What:  Happiest of Happy Hours!    
When:  January 20th, 2006  
Where: Blue Mesa Grill in Addison    For more details, go to 
             http://www.scubadillo.org/2006/hh_01.html    
    

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, January 5th,  2006  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

      NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:  Mr. Rick Golden of MARES! 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2006 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ……………….……Philippe Douet 
Vice President ………………Henry Aschner 
Treasurer …………………….…. Ann Keller 
Secretary …………….…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………….……………. TBD 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  …….... Teresa Howard 
Social Director……………....Annette Evans 
Newsletter Editor……….....… June Hallman 

2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Jeff Colvin 
Steve Partain 
Laura Greig 

2 Others To Be Named 
 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 

What:   Arctic Dive, All Club Wine & Cheese Tasting!   
When:   February 25th, 2006 
Where:  Lake Murray, More Details Soon! Check Website 

What:   San Marcos River Cleanup & Easter Egg Hunt   
When:   April 1st and 2nd, 2006 
Where:  San Marcos, More Details Soon!  Check Dillo  
   Website:  www.scubadillo.org  


