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 Diver's Paradise – that's the motto on the license plates in Bonaire and they really don't exag-
gerate. The diving is excellent and real easy with warm clear waters, very little current and an 
abundance of fish life. With the terrible last couple of months in mind, another great attraction 
with Bonaire is that it's outside the hurricane belt. 

Our group has been to Bonaire a couple of times and if you have 
been there once, you definitely want to go back!  This year, Jack 
Stroud, Shelley Benz, Ann Christensen, Rick Breckenridge, Judy 
Harbin and I flew down to paradise for a week around Labor Day 
Weekend. After an uneventful flight down, we picked up our two 
crew-cab trucks and drove to our very nice 3-bedroom apartment 
at Sand Dollar Condominiums. We used the diveshop at the re-
sort and in addition to having great divemasters, the house reef 
is Bari Reef -  the divesite with the most fish diversity in all of the 
Caribbean according to REEF. One of their best divemasters is 
Jerry Ligon, the resi-

dent naturalist. Annie and I took one of his classes 
and he's a wealth of information about fish and sea 
life. Needless to say, we did several dives just off the 
dock. A lot of people go to Bonaire to see Sea 
Horses and Frogfish - Jack found two Sea Horses 
the same day and Judy and I each found one, but the 
diversity is so great it's hard to list all the fish we 
saw - Pipefish, Tarpons, Barracudas, Spotted drums, 
Turtles, all kinds of Angelfish, and most of all we saw 

juveniles everywhere. 
     Most of the dive-
sites in Bonaire are 
r eachab le  f r om 
shore – you load up your truck with 
tanks, drive to your dive site – all 
marked with yellow stones with the 
names of the divesite on it, suit up 
and walk into the water. Then you 
slowly swim out to the gently sloping 

wall while stopping every few feet looking at fish/crabs/octopus etc. 
The wall usually started at around 30ft and most of our dives were 
shallow at less than 60 ft so with 6 experienced divers, the dives were 
long – there was just so much to see from when you let the air out of 
your BCD at the beginning of the dive until you broke the surface 1-2 
hours later. 
     Bonaire is not the place to go to if all you want to do is party – 
sure, there are bars but there's never a crowd. We bought food at the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Anemone by Mike Lindstrom 

New Members    
None 

Bonaire 2005 
By Mike Lindstrom 
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   “Did everyone re-
member to turn their 
clocks back?”  “If not, 
then have you noticed 
that you’ve been an 
hour early to everything 
lately?”   
     It’s November, and 

the holidays are right 
around the corner. It 
is also a signal that 
my third year as your 

President is soon coming to an end. 
However, your 2005 officers and board 
members still have a bit more in store for 
you. The 2005 edition of a “Scubadillo 
Christmas Celebration” is on the horizon! 
I talked to Kenny, of Kenny and the Ka-
suals the other day, and he is ready to go 
with more fine music everyone has en-
joyed over the last two years. I’m also 
excited by the 2006 Officer elections 

coming up at the December meeting. We 
have some fine candidates already, with 
two more nominating opportunities be-
fore the voting. 
     If you missed the annual Dillo Pump-
kin Dive, then you missed a very fun out-
ing. The weather was perfect and the 
food was EXCELLENT!! Gael Murdock 
really out did herself on this one. The 
menu included: German sausage and 
potatoes, sour kraut, chicken, corn on 
the cob, baked beans, bread, brownies, 
pies, WOW! Vice President Steve Par-
tain handled the dive events coordinator 
duties as pumpkins were launched and 
carved. I would like to thank all of those 
that came and made this a great dive 
event. 
     The last couple of months have been 
very hard on thousands of individuals left 
homeless by the hurricanes. I know that 

Jeff Colvin — 2005 
SCUBADILLO President 

A Word From Your President 
our thoughts and prayers go out, as 
we look for ways to help those af-
fected by these tragic storm events. 
Hurricane Wilma also devastated our 
beloved Dillo dive spot, Cozumel. Our 
favorite dive operator, Martin of “Dive 
with Martin”, lost his dive shop com-
pletely. The building is gone! The 
Scubadillo Dive Club has put together 
a way for our members to combine 
funds for the relief of the locals on the 
island. Details are provided elsewhere 
in this newsletter. Whether you 
choose to donate through the club, or 
through some other organization, I 
hope you will consider throwing a little 
money Cozumel’s way. The combined 
heart of the Scubadillo Dive Club has 
always been BIG! This President 
loves and appreciates each and every 
one of you because of this. Thank you 
so much for allowing me to lead the 
Finest Dive Club in Texas. I’m Jeff 
Colvin, and I am your President.   
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      As you all know, the island of Cozumel took a very hard hit from Hurricane Wilma. Most flights have been stopped until late 
December, and the cruise ships are not going in. Several businesses in Cozumel are now out of business, and even if they were-
n’t, there are no customers. Many dive operations are currently unable to do business, having lost boats and equipment. A very 
special dive operator and close friend of the Scubadillos, Martin’ of Dive with Martin, lost his building entirely.  
      Martin is well known around the island as an individual who loves his people, a humanitarian who always steps forward to help 
others when times are tough. He is charitable, and hard working, and has led many relief efforts in the past. He now needs our 
help. Please remember all the wonderful dives, and Halloween tee shirts, he has given us throughout the years, and find it in your 
hearts to aid Martin in helping his fellow islanders.  
     The Scubadillo Dive Club is now collecting monetary donations in cash or checks, made out to the Scubadillo Dive Club. We in 
turn will write one check from the club to Martin for distribution where he feels it is most needed. These donations will be accepted 
at our November 3rd meeting. We have a representative going to Cozumel on November 8th who will deliver the personally. We 
have no way to deliver supplies to the island, so please limit your contributions to cash or checks. If you are unable to make the 
November 3rd meeting, send checks to: 
  
Scubadillo Dive Club 
P. O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX 75374  
  
We appreciate our members and their generosity. 
 
Jeff Colvin 
President    

 

Cozumel Needs Our Help! 
By Jeff Colvin 
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(Continued from page 1) 
supermarket and made sandwiches for lunch and cooked a few nights. Other nights 
we went over to Lion's Den or downtown to the excellent restaurant Mona Lisa and ate 
and talked with Hans, the bartender/owner. One evening after a night dive, Judy and I  
had a nice dinner at the Pier Restaurant right at the dock where we did our dive just an 
hour earlier. 
     Tuesday was our last full day in Bonaire and we found out it was Bonaire Day and 
everything was closed. So we did a short tour of the island and then relaxed by the 
pool. In the evening we stopped by a big block party with music and beer and had 
some fun before going into town and having a quiet dinner watching the sunset and 
wishing we could stay longer. This was not our last trip to Bonaire...  

Dillos Have Halloween FUN!  A Pictorial!! 
 

Dillo 2005 Christmas Party!  
Saturday, December 3rd, 2005 

 
Mark your calendars for December 3rd, 2005 for the Dillo 2004 Christmas Party.   
 
The Christmas Party will be held at the Springpark Sports & Community Center, 3330 Springpark Way, 
Garland, TX, 6:30 to midnight.    
 
Price includes: complete dinner, buffet style, prepared by the same caterer as last year!  Musical enter-
tainment by Kenny & the Kasuals! Silent Auction, Door Prizes.   
IMPORTANT:  Bring Your OWN ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES & MIXERS!!!  Attire:  Holiday Festive.   
 
Prices:  Members:  $20; Non-Members: $25; After December 1st and at the door:  $30.  We need volun-
teers for the party so please contact Mona Valentine at monakval@hotmail.com to sign up!       

YOU Missed A Party!!!YOU Missed A Party!!!YOU Missed A Party!!!   



Upcoming Events 

What:    Scubadillo Christmas Party  
When:   December 3rd, 2005 
Where:  Springpark Sports and Community Center.   
               Great Menu PLUS Kenny and the Kasuals!  See  
                website for more details.  www.scubadillo.org 

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, November 3rd,  2005  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

                  NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:   Mr. Frank Elia, Dallas Aquarium 

                   

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2005 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President …………………….…..Jeff Colvin 
Vice President ……………….. Steve Partain 
Treasurer …………………...…. Laura Greig 
Secretary …………….…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………….……. Steve Sadler 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  …….... Mona Valentine 
Newsletter Editor……….....… June Hallman 

2005 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Phil Ray 
Sonny Gaither 
Gael Murdoch 

Kim Penny 
Annette Evans 

Barney Thibodeaux 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


