
     In early July, my other half (non other than 
Steve Murdoch!) and I stayed south of Playa del 
Carmen in a development called Puerto Aventu-
ras.  It’s a village built with a system of canals 
a n d 
m a r i -
n a s 
t h a t 
made 
diving 
v e r y 
c o n -

venient.  Just snorkeling off the beach I saw lots 
of fish, barracuda, flamingo tongues, and beau-
tiful Caribbean reef squid. Here we visited the 
dive sites of Chaumanjun and Vero’s Garden.  
With good visibility we saw French Angelfish, 

Q u e e n 
P ar ro t -
f i s h , 
wrasse, 
c o r a l s , 
s e a 
f a n s , 
and the 
l i k e .  
One of 
o u r 
s h i p -

mates told us he had just returned from diving 
north of Isla Mujeres with thirty to forty whale 
sharks.  He added that they were mostly pups, 
averaging only  twelve to fifteen feet in size. 
Only! The Great Maya Barrier reef is one of the 
longest barrier reefs in the world with much to 
choose from. Unfortunately we couldn’t fit the 
whale sharks into our schedule, this time! 
     Next, we took the ferry to Cozumel. With 
new divers in our group we chose some tried 
and true dive sites. Paso Del Cedral wall and 
Paso Del Cedral reef had all the usual suspects; 
grunt, snapper, rays, arrow crab, fan corals, 
tube sponges, and an occasional Christmas 
tree worm.  The highlights of  the wall dive were 
a huge green moray eel, several turtles, and 
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barracuda.  Things were just as nice on the 
second dive with fly-bys from a lovely little 
reef shark and a fluorescent flounder.  We 
saw only one large grouper on both dives, 
which was almost shocking in my experience.  
But we also agreed there were more parrot-
fish than ever before and that they were un-
usually large, even huge – each of us making 

jokes about why!  
     Although the ocean is my first love, the 
highlight of this visit was the Cenote diving on 
the mainland.  Cenotes have several names - 
sinkholes, natural wells, underground rivers, 
and “sacred wells” to the Mayans.  There are 
over one thousand studied and registered 
Cenotes in Mexico and another estimated 
three thousand still undiscovered.  There are 
over seventy-five different cave systems and 
more than three hundred miles of passage-
ways to explore and enjoy.  All Cenotes are 
different due to stages in formation and local 
geography.  We were told they are privately 
owned and not regulated by any government 
entity, although attempts are made to mini-
mize the environmental impact of humans.  
Pictures cannot come close to revealing the 
mystical beauty of these places.   

     The village shop arranged for a local cave 
instructor to be our Cenote guide. He had the 
patience of a saint, and the know-how of an 
astronaut. Technically we were cavern diving, 
never farther than 200 feet from a light open-
ing.  Our first location was a place called the 
Garden of Eden, just about!  So beautiful I 
wished it was my own private pool! There 
were lots of cichlids and catfish to see.  Some 
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Mayan Magic Meets Modern Man 

By Gael Murdoch 



     Hi ‘Dillos. If the news-
letter is a little late this 
month, it’s my fault. 
Blame it on a quick trip to 
Cozumel. I know that 
we’re all going (we are all 
going, aren’t we?) in No-

vember, but I needed 
a little preview. The 
currents were rip-
ping -- not only 

strong, but changing directions in the mid-
dle of the dive. Oh, and down welling, too. 
Turtles, pompano, pipe fish (I don’t know 
where she came from), it was all a blast, 
not to mention it was my first blue water 
this year. I’m pretty sure that we’ve met 
our allotment for the Club’s November trip, 
but if you haven’t made your reservation 

yet, check with Stacey for any additional 
seats. 
     Congratulations to the ‘Dillos (Ann, 
Lynn, Marci, and Wayne, and also Jason 
and Susana) who certified as Advanced 
Open Water Divers this past month. I 
know that a lot of divers dive advanced 
dives with an Open Water certification, but 
I still think that the Advanced certification 
is an important step in becoming a better 
diver. Check around for upcoming 
classes. 
     It’s not too early to be thinking about 
running for a Scubadillo officer position. 
Any of the positions is a great way to get 
involved in the Club; and the more in-
volved you are, the more fun you have. I’ll 
have more to say about this later (but the 
election is in December). We have a great 

Phil Ray — 2004 
SCUBADILLO President 

     This month's happy hour will be Friday, Sept. 24th "On the Avenue," as some 
people call it.  Greenville Avenue, to be exact.  Ozona Grill & Bar has been referred 
to as "...a laid-back oasis right off Greenville -- a favorite hangout for suds and 
snacks. This place is as mellow as Dallas gets." Ozona is located at 4615 Greenville 
Avenue, between University and Yale on the west side of the street.  Parking may be 
tricky, depending on your arrival time, but there is FREE valet service.  (The valet 
guys appreciate tips.)  
     Once again, we will 
be sitting outside on 
the big patio…and 
WHAT a patio it is!  
Lots of lush greenery, 
and huge trees that 
create a cool and cozy 
living canopy.  It is no 
surprise this is such a 
popular hangout.  If, 
by chance, Mother 
Nature decides to 
shower us with rain on 
the  24th ,  we ' l l 
sit under a covered 
section on this same 
patio. Very cool!  
     Our official Dillo 
Happy Hour goes from 5 to 8, however Ozona's official happy-hour prices run from 4 
to 7. If you want to arrive early to take advantage of more happy-hour time, you can 
do that.  However, know that most Dillos will arrive between 5 and 6.  Prices during 
happy hour reflect a dollar off normal prices, i.e., domestic drafts are $2; Shiner is 
$2.25; import drafts are $3, margaritas are $3.50, well drinks are $3, and 
Sol (beer) is always $2.  After 7 p.m., add a dollar to all those prices (except Sol). 
Plenty of chips and "award-winning" salsa with be provided at no charge.   (NOTE to 
the Dillos who attended the Nate's happy hour, last month----  the 
Ozona management KNOWS that we will each have our own separate check, this 
time.) 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
of the Cenotes also have Mayan artifacts 
left intact.  Being our first Cenote dive, it 

was also a 
new experi-
ence with a 
ha loc l ine . 
The fresh-
salt water 
g r a d i e n t 
made for 

quite the psychedelic underwater experi-
ence.  The fresh water and salt water swirl 
together impact-
ing visibility, until 
you can ascend 
again into clear 
fresh water.  Our 
second adven-
ture was Taj Ma-
hal, its ancient formations even more idyl-
lic and magical. This Cenote had several 
light openings in the system and a cavern 
that was home to a family of very cute 
bats. One can truly appreciate the unique 
importance of these places and under-
stand why they were considered sacred to 
the Mayans. Each Cenote is a natural 
wonder and yet another way to enjoy the 
sport of diving! Yes, I’m one of those peo-
ple who have never understood why any-
one wants to be a cave diver. Now I do! 
Never say never again! 

A Word From Your President 
Club with a great membership that has 
always supported its Officers and 
Board. 

Happiest of Happy Hours:  Sept. 24th - Ozona Grill 
& Bar  by Mona Valentine 

Take Notice!   
Dillo 2004 Christmas 

Party! 
Mark your calendars for 

December 4th, 2004 at the 
Springpark Sports & Com-

munity Center, 3330 
Springpark Way, Garland, 

TX   6:30 pm until Midnight. 
More details on tickets as 

the event date approaches.  

‘DILLO  DIVER PAGE 2 VOLUME 21, ISSUE 7 



Editorial Comment:  Guess what this front page picture is?  Of course, it is underwater!  
This is a divemaster in Curacao walking upside down on the bottom of the boat!  No big 
deal?  Wrong!  You have to inflate your BC almost totally while standing vertical upside 
down and balance. Guess what.  If you lose your balance before you deflate the BC, your 
head is busted!  Don’t try this at home or on your own dives! Not for the weak of heart or 
knees! By the way, Curacao is a GREAT destination!  Diverse and beautiful! 
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SCUBADILLO DIVE CLUB 
Cozumel 2004 

November 12 thru November 15, 2004 
ALLEGRO RESORT & DIVE W/ MARTIN 

$725 for Divers/$610 for Non-divers 
ALL INCLUSIVE 

 Only a few spots left! 
 
AFTER SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 COST IS $775/$660 
 

Package Includes:  RT air, 3 nights at the Allegro Cozumel by Occidental Resort, airport-hotel transfers, Mexican departure fees, 
taxes, AT HOTEL… ALL MEALS & DRINKS INCLUDING ALCOHOL, 2 days diving, weights & belt, tanks; marine park taxes, 
Rental Dive Gear included and FREE 1 tank night dive; and other surprises. Prices are based on double occupancy and limited 
availability. 
 
Deposit Due: $150 per person Non-Refundable check/credit Due Now 
Balance Due: By September 15, 2004  check, Discover, MC, Visa (credit card price + 3%) 
 
ALLEGRO COZUMEL RESORT BY OCCIDENTAL: 4 Star beachside resort. Very casual & comfortable! This resort has 3 bars 
including a swim-up pool bar and 3 restaurants. The Allegro has nightly entertainment. This resort is on the beautiful San Francisco 
beach and is only a 5 minute boat ride to the best reefs. This is a special deal!!! 
 
FLIGHT SCHEDULE: Nov 12) 8:00 am-10:40 am dfw/czm   Nov. 15) 11:40am-2:30 pm czm/dfw 
***All flight times are subject to changes from tour operator. *** 
 
DIVE SCHEDULE: 8:00 am Sat. 2-tank boat dive/7:00 pm Sat. 1-tank night boat dive/8:00 am Sun. 2-tank boat dive.  
 
THE FINE PRINT 
 To help avoid last minute expenses to the people who have paid and are going on the trip…The following rules will apply. 
(1) THIS TRIP IS NON-REFUNDABLE. (2) If you cannot go but find someone to fill your spot, the name change fee is $30 in 
advance/$50 after documents are printed. (3) Your diving is paid for in advance. There is also no refund for unused por-
tions of your trip including your diving. (4) We don’t charge the 3% charge for credit card use on the DEPOSIT…but the 
3% will be charged for your FINAL BALANCE  (5) Tour operator requires full name: first, middle & last name. (6) Passport 
or Certified birth certificate AND Valid Drivers License are required for citizenship (Married or divorced women traveling 
w/ birth certificate… Maiden name is necessary). 
 
CONTACT STACEY AT VACATION CONNECTION 817-514-8747 OR 1-888-512-TRIP 5205 Davis Blvd. Suite B, North Rich-
land Hills, TX 76180 sburton@airmail.net 
 
If you have any questions contact Laura Greig 469-767-0445 or email Laura@greig.com  

Dive Date 
September 11-12 
 
October 2,3 
 
October 16,17 
 
November 12-15 

Event 
Dive Weekend-Broken Bow Lake 
 
Trashfest in New Braunfels; Comal River 
Cleanup 
PUMPKIN DIVE! & Oktoberfest Theme 
 
COZUMEL!!! 

Where 
Broken Bow Lake, Oklahoma 
 
New Braunfels, TX 
 
Tyler State Park, Tyler TX 
 
Cozumel, Mexico 

2004 Dive Calendar 



Upcoming Events 

What:   Happiest of Happy Hours! 
When:   September 24th, 2004 
Where:   Ozona Grill & Bar,  4615 Greenville Ave, Dallas, TX 
                75206   (Bet. Yale & University)   214-265-9105   
 
What:    Club Dive at Broken Bow Lake, Okla. 
When:   September 11-12, 2004 
Where:  Broken Bow Lake, Broken Bow, OK 
Contact:  Steve Partain at spartain@empgen.com   
What:    ANNUAL Scubadillo Cozumel Trip! 
When:   November 12-15, 2004  
Where:  Cozumel (of course!)   Staying at Allegro Cozumel by  
Occidental Resort.  See Page 3 for details & www.scubadillo.org  

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, Sept. 2nd, 2004  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

                  NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:  Pat Miller, Underwater Videographer 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2004 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………....…Phil Ray 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ……………………. Gael Murdoch 
Secretary ……………...…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Partain 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  ………. Mona Valentine 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2004 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Jeff Colvin 
Laura Greig 

Jimmy Atkinson 
Anne Christenson 

Bob Pederson 
Jack Stroud 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


