
     Ancient and exotic Cairo was the rendez-
vous point. Three came from Israel, one from 
San Francisco, one from Dallas, and one by 
way of Paris.  Mena 
House Oberoi Hotel at 
the foot of the Pyramids 
was our base of opera-
tions in Cairo. Our job, to 
see as much of Egypt as 
the body could endure.  
The sheer number of 
things to do in Egypt 
makes it impossible to 
cover everything in one 
visit. Memphis, the oldest 
capital of Egypt was first, 
then Saqqara the most ancient burial grounds. 
The step Pyramid built by Impotep for King Zo-
ser of the III Dynasty are here. 
     The Great Pyramids and Sphinx are next. At 

night a 
sound and 
laser show 
at the 
pyramids. 
Show was 
very good. 
Egyptian 
National 
Museum is 
a must on 

any visit. There are thousands and thousands of 
exhibits. It would take days to see it all. 
     The Hanging Church, dating back to the 14th 
century, is a walled compound with some of the 
oldest churches in the world. A full day could 
easily be spent here. Khan el Khalili Bazaar is 
loud, exciting, offering everything from spices to 
jewelry to coffee to water pipes (cannot remem-
ber Egyptian name). Another place one could 
pass hours if time permitted. The Citadel built in 
1183 AD, including the Mosque of Soliman Pa-
sha and the Alabaster Mosque was on our itin-
erary. 
     Totally exhausted after four days in Cairo we 
fly to Sharm el Sheikh for ten days of diving on 
the MV Wildcat. 
The Red Sea offers some of the best diving in 
the world. Pipe fish were so plentiful that we 
stopped pointing them out. Napoleon Wrasse, 
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New Members 
Barney Thibodeaux 
Glenn Garfield 
Greg Brown 
Judah Epstein 

some 200 to 300 pounds are seen of most 
dives. Turtles on most dives. The fish are not 
frightened of divers. They can be approached 
for truly remarkable photographs. Crocodile 
fish, Eels everywhere, a few sharks, lion fish, 

stone 
fish, 
scorpion 
fish, 
squid, 
and octo-
pus were 
all seen 
often and 
during 
the day. 
     The 
water is 
so rich 
that the 
coral will 
be open 
feeding 
during 
the day. 
Night 
dives did 

not offer much that you could not see during 
the day. Five dives a day were offered. I did 
four most days. We had nine days of diving. 
Since we 
were not 
flying the 
day we left, t 
we could 
dive right up 
to reaching 
the dock. 
Not wanting 
to pack wet 
gear most of us stopped a few hours early. 
     Our non essential luggage was stored, and 
we began our trip into the Sinai Desert. A stop 
in Dahab for lunch, shopping and swimming, if 
you wanted. Then on to Mount Sinai. Moses 
had the day off, but we did see the Burning 
Bush. It is at St. Catherine's Monastery. 
Greek Monks run the place. The bones of all 
the monks that have served there are stored 
in a special room. It is a large pile. The skulls 
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Hi ‘Dillos, I can’t believe 
that it’s already October. 
We’ve got a lot of stuff 
scheduled, something for 
everyone. Check out the 
article on the garage 
sale. We’ve had some 

great times and 
raised a lot of money 
for our favorite chari-
ties at these things. 

Whether you want to get rid of an old 
couch or clear out some of those t-shirts (a 
personal fave), or if you can help price 
items and sell them, the ‘Dillos could use 
your help on this big event. 
     The Annual Pumpkin Carving Dive and 
Oktoberfest (‘Dillo style) is set for this 
month at Tyler State Park. The Park offers 
some of the prettiest camping we do, lots 
of real trees and everything. I was there 4 

years ago, and as I recall, the lake was a 
comfortable temperature, not to deep, de-
cent viz, and stocked with enough fish to 
make it interesting. And if you’re not into 
camping, Tyler is close enough to make it 
a day trip (share a ride – you’ll have more 
fun). 
     Also, and speaking of fun, we open 
nominations for next year’s officers. 
You’ve already heard about how much fun 
it is to be on the ‘Dillo Board, about how 
the more you participate in the Club, the 
more you get out of it. So I’d like to throw 
out another reason to run/serve/volunteer:  
The Club won’t function without you. The 
meetings, the parties, the happy hours, 
the speakers, the web site, the newslet-
ter – none of this happens without mem-
bers stepping up and assuming some re-
sponsibility. It’s not rocket science, it’s not 
Survivor, it’s just caring and putting in 

Phil Ray — 2004 
SCUBADILLO President 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
are stored separate from the other bones.  
     Back to Sharm, then off to Luxor. Kar-
nak Temple and Luxor Temple are so im-
mense it is difficult to believe they could 
have been constructed without the aid of 
cranes and other modern equipment.  The 
Valley of the Kings is a must. There are 
sixty-eight tombs currently open. Eleven 
are open for tourist. They are rotated to 
minimize damage and for restoration.  
We did a carriage tour of Luxor to better 
see the back streets and more local color. 
We stopped at a farm, where we could 
ride camels. 
     A snake handler performed for us. He 
had two cobras. James May ended up 
with one around his neck. Not many of us 
were interested in being in that show.  
James, Mary, James Jr. May, Donna Kay 
Campbell, Kerry Schmidt, and Yours truly 
Jimmy Atkinson after three weeks to-
gether were still talking and no one was 
seriously injured. 
     The Red Sea should be on every 
diver’s destination list. There are wrecks, 
and fish you have only read about.  Egypt 
is a wonderful country. There is more than 
you will ever be able to see.  Tourism is 
the main industry. Since 1996 there has 
been a special police force for tourists. 
Well, before 9/11. All groups are escorted 
by an officer. He is dressed in a suit and 
carries a weapon and radio. 
     This was my third trip. I have never felt 
that I was in any danger.  Trip number 
four is planned for next year! (Donna 
Kay Campbell graciously provided the pic-
tures. )  

A Word From Your President 
some time. Talk to me or to any other 
Board member, and let us tell you more 
about what you’d be doing as a ‘Dillo 
officer. I look forward to it. 
 

Take Notice!   
Dillo 2004 Christmas 

Party! 
Mark your calendars for 

December 4th, 2004 at the 
Springpark Sports & Com-

munity Center, 3330 
Springpark Way, Garland, 

TX   6:30 pm until Midnight. 
More details on tickets as 

the event date approaches.  
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Calling all Dillos.  It's time to clean out the closets and garages --  time to get rid of all 
those annoying "things" that you haven't needed -- or even LOOKED AT -- for the past 
five years! And, if that wasn't enough, we ask that you bring this stuff to the garage sale 
location on Friday and work for at least a few hours on Saturday. (We're not asking for 
much, are we?  
     As mentioned at the past two Dillo meetings, this garage sale is one of our annual 
fund-raisers, and it will only be successful if we have, A) many items to sell, and B) lots 
of helpers! Please send an e-mail (monakval@hotmail), to let me know if you have a 
"truckload a' goodies" to contribute and/or when you would like to work on Saturday 
(morning and/or afternoon). 
     But, wait! It gets even better. (Drumroll…) We are hereby proclaiming Friday, Oct. 
8th as our official Dillo Happy Hour at Laura and Michael's house! How fun is that? Seri-
ously, we need many of you on hand FRIDAY NIGHT to help sort and price all the jun-
que for the garage sale. So, here's the incentive: the club will provide beer, wine, soda 
and munchies for this "Friday night pricing fiesta."  All we ask is that you be prepared to 
do a little work. That's right -- we'll provide the "happy," but only with the understand-
ing that if you come…you work (for a little while, anyway). Set-up hours are 6 to 10 
on Friday night. Oh, and by the way, Laura says, "bring your swimsuits. It's a 
party!"  (See…it won't be that bad.) 
     Our regularly scheduled Dillo meeting is Thursday, Oct. 7th. If you are unable to 
bring your donated items to Plano on Friday night, please bring them to the meeting. If 
you have a lot of stuff or if you have large items, i.e., furniture (…we LIKE big-ticket 
items!), which you can not transport, we'll make arrangements for pick-up. Send an e-
mail (to Mona) with the "who, what, where and when." 
     THANKS, in advance, for your willingness to help out with this FUN project. Yes, it 
requires some work, but it'll be worth it. Remember-- the Scubadillo Dive Club donates 
many dollars to charitable organizations every year (http://www.scubadillo.org/2004/
DAFP/initial_info.html). Know that money raised from your donated items will go to a 
well-deserved marine-related charitable organization. 
 

Dillo Garage Sale - It's ON for Octo-
ber 9th! By Mona Valentine 

Dillo Garage Sale at Laura and Michael Greig's house; 2308 Indigo, Plano. 
Saturday, Oct. 9th  ~   7 a.m. - 5 p.m.  
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SCUBADILLO DIVE CLUB 
Cozumel 2004 

November 12 thru November 15, 2004 
ALLEGRO RESORT & DIVE W/ MARTIN 

$725 for Divers/$610 for Non-divers 
ALL INCLUSIVE 

 Only a few spots left! 
 
AFTER SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 COST IS $775/$660 
 
Package Includes:  RT air, 3 nights at the Allegro Co-

zumel by Occidental Resort, airport-hotel transfers, Mexican departure fees, taxes, AT HOTEL… ALL MEALS & DRINKS INCLUDING ALCOHOL, 2 
days diving, weights & belt, tanks; marine park taxes, Rental Dive Gear included and FREE 1 tank night dive; and other surprises. Prices are based 
on double occupancy and limited availability. 
 
Deposit Due: $150 per person Non-Refundable check/credit Due Now 
Balance Due: By September 15, 2004  check, Discover, MC, Visa (credit card price + 3%) 
 
ALLEGRO COZUMEL RESORT BY OCCIDENTAL: 4 Star beachside resort. Very casual & comfortable! This resort has 3 bars including a swim-
up pool bar and 3 restaurants. The Allegro has nightly entertainment. This resort is on the beautiful San Francisco beach and is only a 5 minute 
boat ride to the best reefs. This is a special deal!!! 
 
FLIGHT SCHEDULE: Nov 12) 8:00 am-10:40 am dfw/czm   Nov. 15) 11:40am-2:30 pm czm/dfw 
***All flight times are subject to changes from tour operator. *** 
 
DIVE SCHEDULE: 8:00 am Sat. 2-tank boat dive/7:00 pm Sat. 1-tank night boat dive/8:00 am Sun. 2-tank boat dive.  
 
THE FINE PRINT 
 To help avoid last minute expenses to the people who have paid and are going on the trip…The following rules will apply. (1) THIS TRIP 
IS NON-REFUNDABLE. (2) If you cannot go but find someone to fill your spot, the name change fee is $30 in advance/$50 after docu-
ments are printed. (3) Your diving is paid for in advance. There is also no refund for unused portions of your trip including your diving. 
(4) We don’t charge the 3% charge for credit card use on the DEPOSIT…but the 3% will be charged for your FINAL BALANCE  (5) Tour 
operator requires full name: first, middle & last name. (6) Passport or Certified birth certificate AND Valid Drivers License are required for 
citizenship (Married or divorced women traveling w/ birth certificate… Maiden name is necessary). 
 
CONTACT STACEY AT VACATION CONNECTION 817-514-8747 OR 1-888-512-TRIP 5205 Davis Blvd. Suite B, North Richland Hills, TX 
76180 sburton@airmail.net 
 
If you have any questions contact Laura Greig 469-767-0445 or email Laura@greig.com  

Dive Date 
 
October 16,17 
 
November 12-15 

Event 
 
PUMPKIN DIVE! & Oktoberfest Theme 
 
COZUMEL!!! 

Where 
 
Tyler State Park, Tyler TX 
 
Cozumel, Mexico 

2004 Dive Calendar 

Dillo Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest 2004 

     The Dillo Annual Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest will be held this year at Tyler State Park and is a little over 
a week away now.  The carving will be done and the food will be served at Cedar Point camp area inside Tyler State 
Park.  There are campsites available in other areas of the park if Cedar Point is full when you call for reservations.  ALSO, 
Tyler State Park is close enough for a DAY TRIP if you don’t want to camp!  FOOD!  Great subject! Gael Murdock will be 
serving up our traditional Oktoberfest supper on Saturday evening, October 16th.  Bring a pumpkin and join the fun!  
Please email Steve Partain at spartain@empgen.com if you are coming so we can get a head count for the food.  See you 
there! 



Upcoming Events 

What:   Happiest of Happy Hours! 
When:   October 8th, 2004 
Where:   Mike & Laura Greig’s House; 2308 Indigo, Plano.  
                972-612-2429 (Pricing & Pool Party in Disguise)   
 
What:    Annual Dillo Pumpkin Dive! 
When:   October  16, 17, 2004 
Where:  Tyler State Park, Tyler, TX  
Contact:  Steve Partain at spartain@empgen.com   
What:    ANNUAL Scubadillo Cozumel Trip! 
When:   November 12-15, 2004  
Where:  Cozumel (of course!)   Staying at Allegro Cozumel by  
Occidental Resort.  See Page 3 for details & www.scubadillo.org  

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, Oct. 7th, 2004  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

                  NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:  John Cannon, Equipment Expert  

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2004 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………....…Phil Ray 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ……………………. Gael Murdoch 
Secretary ……………...…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Partain 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  ………. Mona Valentine 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2004 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Jeff Colvin 
Laura Greig 

Jimmy Atkinson 
Anne Christenson 

Bob Pederson 
Jack Stroud 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


