
In a nut shell...IT WAS GREAT !  We arrived to 
Curacao Oct. of 2003 to one of the nicest sur-
prises we have had in years!   
     Curacao, unlike it's neighbor, Bonaire, was a 
beautiful island... very mountainous.  It 
obviously gets bit more rain than Bonaire.  We 

rented a van at the 
airport...loaded it up 
& off we went to the 
S u n s e t  W a t e r s 
Resort.  This resort & 
dive shop had new 
owners and we were 
ready to check it 

out !! We had stayed at all inclusive resorts in 
the past...so we made a pit-stop at the local 
store & loaded up on a few things.  Sometimes, 
hotel restaurants & bars keep crazy hours, we 
had 16 people prepared to eat, drink, dive, relax 
& play...  So we loaded up on snacks & a 
couple of cases of local beer...just in case !  
     We pulled up to unload luggage.... the 1st 
words out of the new manager, Jim, was.... 
Gosh..let me get you an ice-chest!!!  We knew 
we were gonna enjoy this place...finally a resort 
that wanted to make it's customers happy !  
     Our rooms were typical rooms with balconies 
overlooking the ocean... the studios were 2 
story & really nice... they also overlooked the 
beach.  This is one of the cleanest beaches I 
have been to in years...It was meticulously 
groomed every night!  They have an open 
beach area & a lagoon area for your pleasure. 
They had water bikes for us to play 
with too!  

     Next, off to the 
dive shop... New 
owners Mike & 
Michel le  Day 
g r e e t e d 
us . . .eve r y th ing 
was arranged & in  
order that we had 
requested.  They 

have 2 nice dive boats, and a great staff.  Wade 
& Kristin Olsen were 2 of the nicest, most 
patient instructors I have ever met... a young 
couple with laidback Colorado personalities and 
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New Members 
Sheila Houston 
Alfredo Rosa 
Lily Rosa 
Steve Ogden 

Carlos, local instructor that you had to just 
love.... he always had his parrot "Mahita" 
aboard the boat.  They were all 
p ro fess iona l , , ,but  a lso  had  g rea t 
personalities, assuring we all had fun!!  
     The diving was great, there was never a "so-
so" dive.  There was always something 
interesting ...  We had everything from Frogfish, 
to red, purple, yellow & orange sea 
horses,,...with a million different "feather-
dusters" in between.  There was a great variety 
of colorful tropical fish too...We had a great 
variety of eels, puffer fish, trumpet fish, cleaner 
shrimp, stonefish etc...The reefs were in great 
s h a p e 
too !  Mushroom 
Forrest was very 
unique Macro 
photography was 
a must.... those 
who didn't have 
cameras.....rented 
them. 
     Water temp was about 80 degrees with 100 
ish visibility.  Curacao diving was much better 
than we had anticipated and we were loving it !  
     Next issue ,,, hungry divers.... how was the 
food?  We were given 3 entree choices for each 
meal...They had wonderful chefs,,, all our meals 
were very good...complete with appetizer & 
dessert!  Even more amazing....if the menu "just 
didn't do it" for you... you could ask for 
something else & they were glad to whip it up 
for you... I do not recall ever having that service 
at an all inclusive resort before.  The wait staff 
was so friendly... They really went out of their 
way to make sure we had a good time !  They 
even packed our group a "to-go" box of food 
when we left for the airport... They packed us 
20 hamburgers & hotdogs ...just so we wouldn't 
get hungry on our day of travel !!     
SERVICE,,,,SERVICE,,,,SERVICE !!!  
     Our group of people has been diving to-
gether for 16 years... we all decided, without 
question..Sunset Waters Resort & Dive Shop 
was the most accommodating resort, dive shop 
& staff that we have ever had the pleasure of 
vacationing with.  We rated our trip to Sunset 
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Is It Blue Water Yet?!! It’s That Time! 
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      In case you haven’t 
figured it out, this month 
June is giving us the 
theme of ‘Blue Water.’ 
Two of my favorite words, 
one of my favorite 
phrases, it brings to mind 

a lot of what make 
t h i s  s p o r t  s o 
spectacular. Whether 
drifting along a reef 

fascinated by the many colors and species 
or hanging in the middle of Big Blue 
because a Maldivean dive master swears 
that there were hammerheads there last 
week . . .  well, blue water can say a lot. 
     But sometimes getting to blue water 
isn’t all that easy. I may not make it until 
the Club goes down to Cozumel this No-
vember (it is November, isn’t it?). Whether 
it’s not enough time or not enough money, 
or some combination of the two, getting to 
the Caribbean, let alone the South Pacific 
or Red Sea, can be kind of tough.  That’s 
when a trip to a local lake can really help 
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out. 
     The ‘Dillos have never been afraid of 
brown water. We’ve even taken it to the 
(il)logical extreme when we awarded 
patches to Swamp Divers, diving where 
brown water would have been a major 
improvement. The ‘Dillos discovered a 
long time ago that strapping on a tank and 
breathing off a regulator with a bunch of 
friends is a great time, no matter where 
we are. I was reminded of this down at 
Stillhouse Hollow Lake last month. 
     About 20 or so ‘Dillos showed up to 
camp out and to check out the lake.  I 
didn’t know you could put an air-
conditioner in a tent.  The diving was fun; 
viz may not have been the greatest; but 
sitting around afterwards, telling the sto-
ries about what we saw (or didn’t see) 
brought the whole day together.  This to-
getherness, at a lake or at Cozumel, is 
what makes the Scubadillos such a great 
dive club.  We’ll be doing it again this 
month at Lake Murray – I’ll see you there. 

Phil Ray — 2004 
SCUBADILLO President 

settled in, forms 
signed, bla, bla, 
bla.  Enough al-
ready—let’s dive! 
After arriving at 
the dive site we 
decided to do all 3 
dives on the lee-

ward side of North Island (as opposed to 
South Island) because of the swell. The site 
resembled the sea lion colony in La Paz above 
and below the surface (bare rock, large boul-
ders, etc.) except there was less marine life. 
One sea lion was very playful but the rest just 
lounged on the rocks—what a life.  Visibility 
was about 50 ft. and would have been better 
but it was overcast most of the day.  Overall it 
was a nice day trip that I would recommend if 
you get the chance. 
   
 

     I know I haven’t been around lately. It’s not 
that I’m unsociable—just been working in San 

D i e g o , 
CA since 
February.  
W e l l , 
S O M E -
B O D Y 
had to 
v o l u n -
teer! My 
time here 
j u s t 

wouldn’t be complete without trying the local 
diving, so I braved the c-c-cold water and ven-
tured out to the Coronado Islands, located 
a b o u t 
2 0 
m i l e s 
SW of 
S a n 
Diego.  
     I 

boarded the Lois Ann dive boat at 6:40 AM 
and we departed shortly after everyone was 

NOTICE: 
2004 Dillo 
Christmas 
Party!  
December 4, 
2004; Spring-
park Sports & 
Community 
Center, 3330 
Springpark 
Way, Garland, 
TX  6:30 pm –
Midnight!  Mark 
your calendars!  

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy re-
leased the World Ocean Report in April and is 
the first major review of the state of our 
oceans in 35 years.  The commission was 
created by the Oceans Act of 2000.  The re-
port findings detail the loss or decline of ma-
rine ecosystems, pervasive water contamina-
tion, over-fishing, as well as further damage 
from coastal development, agriculture, interna-
tional shipping and cruise ships.  The report 
also addresses the greatest change in ocean 
core temperatures ever recorded and the pos-
sible affect on global weather.  Report findings 
and recommendations can be viewed at 
www.oceancommission.gov .  
     The commission is calling for the creation 
of The Ocean Policy Trust Fund.  Similar to 

(Continued on page 3) 

Seaspace 04! 
 
When:  June 5th & 6th 
Where:  Reliant Center, Houston,         
TX 

See website:  www.seaspace.org  for 
more details and information on events. 
 
Exposition features scuba diving, kay-
aking and other adventure sports, 
travel, photography, exhibit hall with 
demonstration tank, as well as educa-
tion and entertainment.  Debuting new 
IMAX film ‘Coral Reef Adventure’.  
$6.00 Adults, Kids 17 & Under Free 

Dive Destination: The Coronado Islands 
by Jack Stroud 

Ocean Alert!  
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This month's Happiest of Happy hours 
will be at Yucatan Liquid Stand in 
Coppell, located on Beltline, about ½ 
mile West of I-35.  Very easy to find; 
turn RIGHT (that's North) off Beltline at 
the blinking light.  Lots of parking is 
available, although it might be busy on a 
Friday night-- and you may have to walk 
a short way to the front door.  We're 
scheduled to sit outside, unless the 
weather is unbearably hot, or rainy.  The 
actual address is 1850 E. Beltline Rd., 
Coppell, TX   972-462-7715.  
     Yucatan used to be called 
"Longbranch," some of you may remem-
ber it.  This place is HUGE, and it's 
known for the 10 really cool volleyball 
courts outside in the back. They've re-
cently done some major improvements, 
including a small swimming pool out-
side, as well as a Polapa Bar. How cool!  
We can just pretend we're in Cozumel ☺ 
     There's also darts and pool, for those 

who want to actually get motivated during 
happy hour. (ha!) If you want to see more 
about the place, visit them online at:  
http://yucatanliquidstand.com. 
     For FREE food munchies, here's what 
they are providing.  THREE sampler plat-
ters, which include potato skins, quesadil-
las, taquitos, and chips n' salsa. We'll wait 
till about 5:30ish to serve the appetizers.  
Of course, you can order off the menu, 
but, sorry -- no discounts on the food.  
Happy Hour goes until 7:00, and drink 
prices are as follows: Domestic Pint 
Drafts or bottles - $2.25; Imports (and, 
yes, that includes Shiner… sigh…) are 
$3.00; well drinks are $3.00, and premi-
ums are $3.50. Margaritas?  They run a 
cool $4 buckeroos. 
     At 9:00, the band "Plan B" starts play-
ing.  We're welcome to stay and enjoy the 
music…that is,  if we can still SEE the 
band by then.  (JUST kidding…)   

Dive Date 
June 19, 20 
 
July 24 
August 21,22 
 
 
October 2,3 
 
October 16,17 
 
 
November 12-15 

Event 
Lake Murray Luau 
 
Day Dive-Clear Springs Park 
Training-Advanced Open Water-Broken 
Bow Lake 
 
Trashfest in New Braunfels; Comal River 
Cleanup 
PUMPKIN DIVE! & Oktoberfest Theme 
 
 
COZUMEL!!! 

Where 
Lake Murray, OK; Marietta Landing 
 
Terrell, TX 
Broken Bow, OK 
 
 
New Braunfels, TX 
 
 
Tyler State Park, Tyler TX 
 
Cozumel, Mexico 

Yucatan Liquid Stand 
Happiest of Happy Hours for June 

the Highway Trust Fund, funding would come from billions of dollars in bid and royalty payments from offshore oil and gas drilling.  Urgent action is 
also recommended by other groups such as the Pew Oceans Commission, the NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), and the 
Federal Ocean Commission appointed by President Bush, which does not include any environmentalists.  
     The nations governors are about to recommend their own changes to the commission’s report before a final version is forwarded to the White 
House.  The U.S. controls 4.4 million square miles of ocean territory, more than any other nation.  As a concerned diver/human please take a 
moment to let Governor Perry and President Bush know that we are concerned about our oceans and support the Ocean Policy Trust Fund.  We are 
asking for action and funding for an ecosystem-based approach to ocean management efforts.  Ask Governor Perry to urge President Bush and 
Congress to act so that our children and grandchildren can continue swim, dive, and enjoy our water planet – it’s the only one we’ve got!   
                                                       Thank you, Gael Murdoch, Scubadillo Treasurer, Environmentalist 
 
 

(Continued from page 2-Ocean Alert!)   

2004 Dive Calendar 

Check out Phil Ray’s email on this.  If you did not get the 
email, then email me at junehallman@comcast.net 



Upcoming Events 
What:   Happiest of Happy Hours! 
When:  June 11th, 2004 
Where: Yucatan Liquid Stand, 1850 E. Beltline, Coppell  
    75019-9607  Phone 972-462-7715  
What:   LUAU at Lake Murray!! Cookout by Steve Sadler! 
When:   June 19th & 20th, 2004 
Where:  Lake Murray, Oklahoma (see website for details) 
    Map:   http://www.touroklahoma.com/Pages/resort2.html  
    Details: www.scubadillo.org  
What:   Seaspace 2004 
When:   June 5th & 6th, 2004 
Where:  Reliant Center, Houston, TX   
    www.seaspace.org for information    

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, June 3rd., 2004  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

      NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:  Norma Vasquez, Mexico Tourist Board 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2004 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………....…Phil Ray 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ……………………. Gael Murdoch 
Secretary ……………...…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Partain 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  ………. Mona Valentine 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2004 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Jeff Colvin 
Laura Greig 

Jimmy Atkinson 
Anne Christenson 

Bob Pederson 
Jack Stroud 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


