
     Jetliners routinely depart Miami on the 75-
minute flight to Grand Cayman, just the other 
side of Cuba, and a hundred bucks’ll get you a 
puddle hopper over to Little Cayman. We (Ann 
Christensen was my partner in brine) walked 
the final two minutes to our room from the 
nearly paved runway. If your idea of travel is 

seeing and being seen 
by vacationing hordes, 
stay on “big” islands. 
With only five “resorts” – 
Paradise Villas, for ex-
ample, where we stayed, 
is made up of only 10 
duplex bungalows – Little 
Cayman’s population 
never grows out of the 
hundreds; otherwise it 
would sink. His and her 

bicycles are issued to each room for touring the 
10-mile by one-mile island. (Be sure you under-
stand the intricate relationship between a 
sprocket and chain before getting too far away.) 
There is only one grocery store, one beer store, 
one … well, you get the picture. And with only 
one restaurant/lounge, the Hungry Iguana, 
partying is respectable at best. Did I mention 
this place is laid back? Just as well, drink is ex-
pensive and the dive boat’s early; leaving at 8 a.
m. sharp, you don’t want to miss it.  
     We dived the 
three primary sites, 
but the close-in 
Southside site is 
where you go when 
your boat’s engine 
is fried; we had to 
dive it once. Jack-
son’s Point is 
where you go for 
variety, such as 
eagle rays, sharks, 
garden eel. But 
Bloody Bay wall is 
thee Mecca for di-
vers round the world wanting to experience true 
verticality. I hadn’t dived a wall this sheer since 
dropping over the reef along the Sinai (Egypt) 
coast 25 years ago. The Cayman Trench, cut-
ting through the Islands from Cuba to Guate-
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New Members 
No new members for Au-
gust. 

mala, can be 
more than 25,000 
feet deep. Imag-
ine filling Switzer-
land with water 
and diving off the 
Alps. Yahoo! 
     Cayman was 
initially dubbed 
Las Tortugas 500 
years ago by Co-
lumbus for its 
“wall to wall” tur-
tles. If he could 
have peeked un-
derwater, Colum-

bus might have named it Las Groupers, Las 
Eagle or Sting Rays, or Las Reef Sharks 
(perdone my Spanish).  
     And I witnessed some amazing submarine 
behavior. I saw a school of Glassy Sweepers 
out of their cave combing the night reef for 
food. Spotted Eagle Rays churned sand for 
mollusks. I saw a grouper herding a huge, 
out-in-the-open 
lobster. Male 
jawfish aerated 
eggs by expel-
ling them from 
mouths and 
sucking them 
back in as 
quickly. Sailfin 
Blennies popped out of their holes long 
enough to unfurl sails and pop back down. I 
saw seahorses, pipefish, and pipehorses 
making like twigs. There were so many small 
fish, many of which were juveniles – baby 
hogfish, angelfish, Queen Triggers, Sergeant 
Majors, a Smooth Trunkfish the size of a pea, 
and of course ever-dancing drums. And I’ve 
never seen so many Fairy Basslets, perhaps 
the dominating species of the reef. And the 
gobies and blennies are a fish ID course unto 
themselves. 
     So, size isn’t everything … variety is!  
     (This story is dedicated to Liz – this “man’s 
best friend” for 12 years – who constantly re-
minds me to appreciate and care for animals 
above the water too.) 
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LITTLE Cayman: Size Isn’t Everything 
by Tom Ray 



     I was going to write a 
stirring column about how 
we really need to support 
our local dive shops; then 
June reminded me that I 
had already done that. 
I’m not sure what to do 

now, so I’ll just ramble 
a little.     
     We had great 
chicken at Clear 

Springs for the July week-end (read Satur-
day) dive. The fish at Terrell are starting to 
intrigue me, and with a little imagination 
and some hyperventilating, it’s just like be-
ing in Roatan. Sort of. It’s a great place to 
take a class, and not a bad place to check 
out any new gear that you’ve bought. 
     Speaking of classes, I hope that you 

open water divers have noticed that Steve 
has set up an advanced class for ‘Dillos. 
He’s got the specifics. Advanced Open 
Water is a fun class and a great way to 
improve your diving skills. Not to mention 
that some dive operations can limit your 
max depth to 60’ if you haven’t certified 
Advanced. If you have a schedule conflict 
with the week that Steve’s scheduled, 
don’t let it keep you from finding another 
class that you can make; this is a class 
that not only teaches you new skills, but it 
gives you a certification that says that you 
are serious about diving. 
     And I’ve had a suggestion (thanks, Mi-
kael) that we have a presentation or 
maybe a class on equipment maintenance 
for the Club. I think this is another great 
idea – a better understanding about how 

Phil Ray — 2004 
SCUBADILLO President 

and beginning DIVERS is right on target.  
I was fortunate in that my Open Water 
Instructor did an Advanced Open Water 
course for his students in Cozumel about 
3 months after I got certified.  So sad I 
had to go to Cozumel to do the 
course!  Then about a year 
later, I took the Rescue Course 
in Denton.  Boy, what an eye-
opener.  With Advanced Open 
Water, I began to hone my un-

derwater skills and 
have new experi-
ences: boat diving, drift diving, 
deep water diving, and naviga-
tion.  All of these things are 
covered in Advanced Open 
Water.  Experiencing and prac-
ticing these skills makes you a 
better diver.   This also makes 
you a better DIVE BUDDY!   
     As you gain experience and 

training, you be-
gin to view the 
entire dive ex-
perience with 
eyes that are 
opened much 
wider and see a 
broader view of 
diving.  You be-
gin to understand 
the importance of 
not only being a safe diver yourself but 
looking around at the entire dive scene 
when you are about to dive and accessing 

     August does not have a formal “club” 
dive.  However, what is available is an 
Advanced Open Water Course, spon-
sored and taught by Emerald Sea Divers, 
tentatively at Lake Travis on August 21st 
and 22nd.   If you are interested in ad-
vanced scuba training, we need a mini-
mum of 6 people to sign up for the course 
to make the class.  Check out the details 
on the website or call Emerald Sea Divers 
at 972-669-3483.  Call now please.  On to 
the “rest of 
the story”.     
     O k a y , 
so now 
you’re a 
C e r t i f i e d 
S c u b a 
D i v e r !  
G r e a t !  
That said, 
you think, 
“I’m certified now!  Why do I need to do 
any more training!”  The answer is that 
you are minimally qualified to dive if all 
you have is Open Water Certification.  
This is equivalent to getting your driver’s 
license at 16 years of age.  Did you really 
know how to drive?  NO!  You were mini-
mally qualified to take the car out and 
drive it.  You only became a good driver 
by paying attention to the laws and rules 
outlined in the driving book you read to 
pass the course AND by getting actual 
experience behind the wheel. 
     The parallel between beginning drivers 

both the circumstances and those 
around you to determine what affect 
these folks might have on YOUR dive.  
You watch them for signs of nervous-
ness, how well do they handle and as-

semble their equipment, do they delay 
getting in the water, etc.  Once you are 
in the water, is their buoyancy under 
control?  Is their breathing controlled 
and slow?  If you are going in the water 
with a group of people, any one of them 
could impact your dive experience and 
the better trained you are about stress 
situations underwater, the better are the 

odds of coming back safely 
even if a stress situation 
does occur.   
     Handling stress situa-
tions (everybody has them) 
and becoming a better 
diver is what advanced 
training is about.  Please 
consider advanced training 
for your own safety sake as 
well as that of your dive 

buddies, both current and future. 

A Word From Your President 
our equipment works and why we need 
to take care of it. If you are interested in 
something like this (this also could be a 
specialty certification, if you’re collect-
ing cards), talk to Steve Partain or me.  
     Has anyone signed up for our Co-
zumel trip yet? Kidding. If you haven’t 
been to CZM yet, you’re missing some 
of the best diving in the world. And if 
you haven’t been to CZM with the 
‘Dillos, you’re missing one of the best 
parties in the world. Get in touch with 
Stacey and get your money down. This 
will be fun. It’s our first time to stay at 
the Allegro, and it’s supposed to be 
one the best resorts on the island.  
     Oh yeah, and remember to support 
your local dive shops!!! 

Advanced Scuba Training.  Why???  Read On! 
By June Hallman 

Christmas Party Details again 
next month.  Look for it! 
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SCUBADILLO DIVE CLUB 
Cozumel 2004 

November 12 thru November 15, 2004 
ALLEGRO RESORT & DIVE W/ MARTIN 

$725 for Divers/$610 for Non-divers 
ALL INCLUSIVE 

 Only 13 spots left! 
 
AFTER SEPTEMBER 8, 2004 COST IS $775/$660 
 
Package Includes:  RT air, 3 nights at the Allegro Cozumel by Occidental Resort, airport-hotel transfers, Mexican departure fees, 
taxes, AT HOTEL… ALL MEALS & DRINKS INCLUDING ALCOHOL, 2 days diving, weights & belt, tanks; marine park taxes, Rental 
Dive Gear included and FREE 1 tank night dive; and other surprises. Prices are based on double occupancy and limited availability. 
 
Deposit Due: $150 per person Non-Refundable check/credit Due Now 
Balance Due: By September 15, 2004  check, Discover, MC, Visa (credit card price + 3%) 
 
ALLEGRO COZUMEL RESORT BY OCCIDENTAL: 4 Star beachside resort. Very casual & comfortable! This resort has 3 bars in-
cluding a swim-up pool bar and 3 restaurants. The Allegro has nightly entertainment. This resort is on the beautiful San Francisco 
beach and is only a 5 minute boat ride to the best reefs. This is a special deal!!! 
 
FLIGHT SCHEDULE: Nov 12) 8:00 am-10:40 am dfw/czm   Nov. 15) 11:40am-2:30 pm czm/dfw 
***All flight times are subject to changes from tour operator. *** 
 
DIVE SCHEDULE: 8:00 am Sat. 2-tank boat dive/7:00 pm Sat. 1-tank night boat dive/8:00 am Sun. 2-tank boat dive.  
 
THE FINE PRINT 
 To help avoid last minute expenses to the people who have paid and are going on the trip…The following rules will apply. 
(1) THIS TRIP IS NON-REFUNDABLE. (2) If you cannot go but find someone to fill your spot, the name change fee is $30 in 
advance/$50 after documents are printed. (3) Your diving is paid for in advance. There is also no refund for unused por-
tions of your trip including your diving. (4) We don’t charge the 3% charge for credit card use on the DEPOSIT…but the 3% 
will be charged for your FINAL BALANCE  (5) Tour operator requires full name: first, middle & last name. (6) Passport or 
Certified birth certificate AND Valid Drivers License are required for citizenship (Married or divorced women traveling w/ 
birth certificate… Maiden name is necessary). 
 
CONTACT STACEY AT VACATION CONNECTION 817-514-8747 OR 1-888-512-
TRIP 5205 Davis Blvd. Suite B, North Richland Hills, TX 76180 sburton@airmail.net 
 
If you have any questions contact Laura Greig 469-767-0445 or email Laura@greig.com 

Dive Date 
 
August 21,22 
 
 
September 11-12 
 
October 2,3 
 
October 16,17 
 
November 12-15 

Event 
 
Training-Advanced Open Water-Emerald 
Sea Divers-Lake Travis in Austin, Texas  
 
Dive Weekend-Broken Bow Lake 
 
Trashfest in New Braunfels; Comal River 
Cleanup 
PUMPKIN DIVE! & Oktoberfest Theme 
 
COZUMEL!!! 

Where 
 
Lake Travis, Austin, TX 
 
 
Broken Bow Lake, Oklahoma 
 
New Braunfels, TX 
 
Tyler State Park, Tyler TX 
 
Cozumel, Mexico 

2004 Dive Calendar 



Upcoming Events 

What:   Happiest of Happy Hours! 
When:   Aug. 13th, 2004 
Where:    Nate’s Seafood & Steakhouse; 14951 Midway, Addison 
                 Phone  972-701-9622 
What:    Advanced Training Opportunity 
When:   August 21st & 22nd, 2004 
Where:  Lake Travis, Austin, TX   Advanced Open Water 
Certifications are scheduled!  Sign up ASAP! See Website/Details. 
 
What:    ANNUAL Scubadillo Cozumel Trip! 
When:   November 12-15, 2004  
Where:  Cozumel (of course!)   Staying at Allegro Cozumel by  
Occidental Resort.  See Page 3 for details & www.scubadillo.org  

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, August 5th, 2004  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

                  NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:  Alec Ranck, Owner of Southern Scuba 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2004 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………....…Phil Ray 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ……………………. Gael Murdoch 
Secretary ……………...…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Partain 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  ………. Mona Valentine 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2004 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Jeff Colvin 
Laura Greig 

Jimmy Atkinson 
Anne Christenson 

Bob Pederson 
Jack Stroud 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


