
Okay—so it’s not exactly “breaking news,” but it 
IS something that EVERY Dillo should plan to at-
t e n d .  The 6th 
Annual S c u -
badi llo Crawfish 
B o i l will be 
held at a differ-
e n t W h i t e 
R o c k Location 
t h i s year – 
T h e Dreyfuss 
Club – on Sun-
day, April 18 from 2-6 p.m.  Ticket price is $25 
until April 11.  After that, they go up to $35.  It’s 
OPEN to the Public – Invite your family and 
friends!  BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
     What do you get for your hard-earned $25?  

We’re glad you asked.  First and foremost, you’ll 
be able to savor the sweet, succulent tails of spicy 
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This Month’s Birthdays 
Jim Quinn                          3/4 
Michael Greig                     3/5 
Laura Greig                        3/13 
Keith Gorham                     3/17 
Bill Lewis                            3/19 
Douglas D. Gamel              3/27 
Ann Christensen                4/4 
Kevin Nowell                      4/20 
Michelle Castro                  4/27 

April 2003 

New Members 
Terea Gonzalez            
Michelle Castro            
John Murray     

Cajun crawfish, accompanied by potatoes, corn-
on-the-cob, mushrooms and sausage.  If you prefer 
not to partake in the cracking of crunchy crusta-
tions, there will be plenty of tender, tasty grilled 
chicken breasts to please your pallets.   
     Oh—and what about beverages?  Not to worry.  
We’ll have several kegs-o-beer on hand, as well as 
a “mean margarita machine!”  And…for the desig-
nated drivers of the group (and the drinkers), we’ll 
provide liberal amounts of soda and bottled water.  
     Okay, so that’s just the food and beverage por-

tion of the after-
noon.  Addi-
tionally, you’ll 
be able to buy 
raffle tickets for 
really nifty 
prizes, and, best 
of all—you’ll 
find a super-
sized silent auc-

tion with items such as dive gear, restaurant certifi-
cates, apparel, and gift baskets. 
     It goes without saying there will be LOTS of 
Mardi Gras Beads to toss around as you listen to 
those zippy 
Zydeco Cajun 
tunes. 
     On the seri-
ous side of this 
festive event, 
please remem-
ber that pro-
ceeds will bene-
fit several oce-
anic environ-
mental societies such as The Dallas Aquarium at 
Fair Park, Save the Manatee Society, and the Coral 
Reef Alliance.  THAT, among other things, is what 
the Scubadillo Dive Club is all about. 
     Buy your tickets at the April 1st Club meet-
ing at Midway Point.  If you can’t make the meet-
ing, contact Mona Valentine at monak-
val@hotmail.com to make arrangements to get 
them by the April 11th deadline -- for the cheaper 
price.  Also, find a map to The Dreyfuss Club and 
photos from last year’s event on the Dillo Website. 
     See you there.  Let the Good Times Roll! 
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Crawfish Boil…Sunday, April 18…White Rock Lake @ The Dreyfuss Club.  Be There! 
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At some time during the 
New Year’s festivities, at 
some point between fogs 
of celebratory intoxica-
tion, I was talking to 
someone (okay, maybe 
there was some fog) 

about diving. She (I 
remember that much) 
wasn’t a diver yet, but 
she was very inter-

ested. I told her about my first blue water 
dive. 
     Like most of us ‘Dillos, I had certified in 
a Texas lake, Travis to be specific. I was 
with a group that was planning to go to the 
Caribbean in May, so we took our class in 
late March and then hit the lake in April. 
Travis in April was cold and green. I was in 
a borrowed wet suit, at least a size too 
small, and I must have had at least 30 
pounds of lead threaded on my belt. I re-
member landing hard on the platform, I 
remember my teeth trying to chatter with 
my regulator in my mouth, I remember 
desperately trying to keep the fins of the 
diver in front of me in view, and I remem-
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ber wondering what in the hell I was doing 
there. 
      A month later we were in Cozumel. 
Our boat diving didn’t start until the next 
day, but we were all excited and wanted to 
do a shore dive. We were staying at La 
Ceiba and had heard about the airplane. 
We met at the pier to assemble our gear; 
only one of us was experienced, so we all 
tried to get our rigs to look like his.  
I watched as 2 buddy teams dropped into 
the blue, then my turn came. The drop to 
the water was about 4 feet from the pier, 
and I must have flinched and closed my 
eyes when I first hit the water. But when I 
opened them, underwater, my whole life 
changed. 
     I was greeted by a little school of ser-
geant majors, a couple of indigo hamlets, 
and 2 gray angels (of course I didn’t know 
their names then), all checking out a little 
coral head. The earlier jumpers in my 
group were maybe 30 feet away, but defi-
nitely in plain view. I kicked a little, turned 
around, and watched the next buddy team 
drop in. I could see the wonder in their 
eyes as they also took in their first blue 

Phil Ray — 2004 
SCUBADILLO President 

water experience. And the gray angels 
were still around, too.  
     That was back in 1987. Since then 
I’ve logged over 800 more dives, many 
of them much more spectacular, but 
none any more memorable than that 
first giant stride into the Caribbean at 
La Ceiba. I know that each of you has a 
similar story to tell, to explain how you 
got hooked on this most wonderful of 
sports. When you talk to someone 
who’s thinking about taking up scuba, 
or if you hear any new divers wonder-
ing about their lake check-out dives, I 
hope that you’ll tell them your story. 
That’s the kind of member that we 
need.  

      
 

Happy Dillo Times-A Pictorial: Arctic Dive, St. Paddy’s 
Parade, Happy Hour @ Pugley’s 
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     Are you ready? It’s time for the Annual San 
Marcos River Cleanup and Underwater Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday and Sunday,  April 10th 
and 11th, 2004!   
     Each year for MANY years, scores (well, 

close!) of 
Dillos have 
flocked to 
San Marcos 
for the an-
nual San 
M a r c o s 
R i v e r 
C l e a n u p 
and the Un-
d e r w a t e r 
Easter Egg 

Hunt that follows on the Sunday morning after 
the cleanup.   We usually have the largest 
group of participants at the cleanup, win lots of 
prizes, have a free BBQ and fixin’s  compli-
ments of the City of San Marcos and THE DIVE 
SHOP,  just for fishing out some trash in the 
river!   
     Then, you follow it on Sunday morning with 

the Annual Scubadillo Underwater Easter 
Egg Hunt on the same river (location 
may vary depending on river conditions 
and viz), which features loads of great 

prizes as a reward for putting on the 
scuba gear (you know scuba divers just 
hate putting on scuba gear and going 
underwater for any excuse), digging in 
the mud and river grass for the prize 
eggs, trying to find the “Great Prize” egg 
for the grand prize and having a great 

time hanging out with their Dillo 
buddies, friends and family mem-
bers.  Who could ask for anything 
more as a warm up for the 2004 
Dive Season (details of which, by 
the way, is posted in this newsletter 
below)!   
     Call or email Steve Partain 
ASAP to allow a headcount for 
camping at Leisure Camp and to 
determine how many campsites will 
need to be reserved for the Dillos’ 
arrivals either on Friday night or 
Saturday morning, depending on 
your schedule.  Please go to the 
Dillo website at www.scubadillo.org 
and click on the link that flashes in 
the middle of the front page for the 
San Marcos River Cleanup, etc.  
There is a map to the Camp in two 
versions and if you still have any 
questions, again, call or email Steve 
Partain at spartain@empgen.com to 
reserve a spot and let him know you 
are coming.  Hope to see you there! 

 

2004 Dive Calendar 
Dive Date 
April 10, 11 
May 22,23 
June 19, 20 
 
July 24 
August 21,22 
 
September 11,12 
October 2,3 
 
October 16,17 
 
November 12-15 

Event 
San Marcos River Clean Up 
Stillhouse Hollow Lake 
Lake Murray Luau 
 
Day Dive-Clear Springs Park 
Training-Advanced Open Wa-
ter 
Broken Bow Lake 
Trashfest in New Braunfels; 
Comal River Cleanup 
PUMPKIN DIVE! & Oktober-
fest Theme 
COZUMEL!!! 

Where 
San Marcos, TX 
Near Belton, TX 
Lake Murray, OK; 
Marietta Landing 
Terrell, TX 
To Be Determined 
 
Broken Bow, OK 
New Braunfels, TX 
 
Tyler State Park, Ty-
ler TX 
Cozumel, Mexico 

San Marcos Trashure Dive & Annual Underwater 
Easter Egg Hunt-April 10th and 11th,  2004 



Upcoming Events 

What:   6th Annual Crawfish Boil!!  (See Front Page)  
When:  April 18th, 2004 
Where:  The Dreyfuss Club @ White Rock Lake 
   
What:   All Club Outing (See website for more details) 
When:  April 17th, 2004  
Where:  Fairfield Lake State Park in Fairfield, TX 
 
 What:  San Marcos River Cleanup & Easter Egg Dive  
When:  April 10th and 11th, 2004   
Where:  San Marcos,TX-Rio Vista Park (see website)     

   Next Meeting:  

   When:   Thurs, Apr. 1st., 2004  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

                  NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 Speaker:  Sara Hawthorne, Spice Island Tours: GRENADA! 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2004 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………....…Phil Ray 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ……………………. Gael Murdoch 
Secretary ……………...…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Partain 
Dir. Of Club Affairs  ………. Mona Valentine 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2004 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Jeff Colvin 
Laura Greig 

Jimmy Atkinson 
Anne Christenson 

Bob Pederson 
Jack Stroud 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


