
on the trip.  Any of these op-
tions will start your vacation 
off on a bad note. 
     Continental Airlines is a 
bit more “diver friendly” be-
cause it still allows two 
checked bags per passenger 
at 70 pounds each.  South-
west Airlines, which unfortu-
nately doesn’t go outside of 
the USA but does go to 
coastal areas, is the most 
diver friendly because be-
sides allowing the two free 
bags of 70 pounds each, 
they will also allow you a 
third checked bag of “sports 
equipment” which includes 
scuba gear.  It’s funny that 
the airline that allows you the 
most baggage is one of the 
few that consistently reports 
a profit!  Perhaps the other 
airlines ought to take a few 
lessons about “customer ser-
vice” from one that actually 
makes money. 
     The bottom line is that we, 
scuba divers, need to voice 
our objections whenever pos-
sible to the airlines about 
their increase in restrictive 
policies because they often 
try out new additional 
charges to make a few extra 
bucks, but will back down if 
there is too much of an out-
cry.  If there is not much of a 
protest, though, then the 
charges stick because we, 
the paying passengers, must 
be “O.K.” with the added 
cost.  Your voice (object or 
not object) and actions (you 
can either go along with all 
airline policies and pay what-
ever the added costs, choose 
your carrier wisely 
with acceptable poli-
cies and costs, or just 

ready charging extra for their 
yummy meals)? 
     Why are they picking on 
baggage weight, and espe-
cially divers?  Well, they ap-
parently think divers carry too 
much gear.  Extra gear 
means more weight on the 
plane.  More weight means 
the jet burns more fuel (and 
profits) to get off the ground 
and fly.  A heavier plane is 
charged more at each airport 
when it lands (even though 
you already are paying an 
airport tax on top of our ticket 
price, like the $100 extra it 
costs to land in Cozumel or 
Cancun).  Therefore, to earn 
more profit the airline must 
cut down on expenses, which 
means cutting down on 
weight rather than administra-
tive costs.  And that means – 
restrict the paying passen-
gers. As we’ve seen, the 
charter flights offer low fares, 
but there are added charges 
if you bring more than their 
weight limits, so the total 
price of your vacation ex-
penses could be “nickel and 
dime” compounded up to 
what other airlines charge.                      
American Airlines  dropped its 
baggage allowance for two 
pieces from 70 pounds per 
bag to 50 pounds and will 
charge you $25 per piece if 
the weight per bag is over 50 
pounds and under 70, while 
each bag over 70 pounds is 
charged $50 each.  If you 
don’t know this and reach the 
airport check-in counter with 
overweight bags, what are 
you going to do?  You will 
either pay the price, give stuff 
away to fellow passengers to 
lighten your bags, or not go 

     For those of you preparing to 
take a dive trip by air it would be 
worth your time, and money, to 
pay close attention to the fine 
print in your travel documents in 
regards to the amount of free 
baggage allowance you will be 
given on the plane.  Many air-
lines have changed their policy 
for 2003 and imposed strict re-
strictions on the size and weight 
of your checked bags, some 
possibly targeting scuba divers.  
Over the past few months the 
industry standard of baggage 
allowance has gone from two 
checked bags at 70 pounds 
each down to the level where 
one popular charter service to 
Cozumel now only allows two 
checked bags with a “total” 
weight of 44 pounds. 
     How much dive gear, camera 
gear, clothes, toiletries and the 
usual vacation items can you 
pack into your bags under a total 
weight of 44 pounds?  Not 
much, unless you plan on rent-
ing most of your dive gear at 
your destination – which further 
adds to your total cost of your 
vacation.  The airlines will be 
happy to accept your credit card 
though to pay for the extra 
pounds, as one group from a 
Dallas dive shop found out re-
cently. 
     Over the past few years, the 
airline industry has already been 
targeting passengers to bring 
less “carry on” bags with restric-
tions in size and number, but 
now they’re going after checked 
bags as well.  If this trend keeps 
up, can you imagine a future 
where they will only allow pas-
sengers to carry nothing more 
than a small bag and your wallet 
to pay for the drinks and food 
onboard (some airlines are al-
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Cramping our Travel by David Prichard 



‘DILLO  DIVER 

  Well, it’s that special 
time of the year, when 
the air is scented with 
saw dust, and you wish 
you could find the 
shoes you wore last 
year for paper mache 
duty, so you won’t have 
to mess up another pair 
this year. It’s a time 

when your eyes hurt, as you see spots be-
fore them because you turned your head 
the wrong way just as Marc Thompson 
cranked up the welder. Yes, it’s float time!! 
The 3MMM’s have once again planned out 
another winner for this year’s Greenville 
Avenue St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Our float 
entry will revolve around the much-loved 
children’s movie, “Monsters Inc.”, and will 

don’t fly) on this matter will help make a difference in what direction the 
airlines take in their policy decisions. 
     Of course we could also just start wearing our wetsuits, BCDs, masks 
and other gear when we board the plane.  “Yes, this is my business at-
tire!”   
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Jeff Colvin — 2003 
SCUBADILLO President 

 There once was a creature with a face so wild and green, 
That most thought he was seriously mean! 

His teeth look so jagged,  
If he bites you, it’s ragged. 

He lives in tight places, 
In wee little spaces, 

He’s blind as a bat but his nose doesn’t snooze, 
He only comes out when you tempt him with fooz(d)! 

 
WHAT AM I?  Email your guesses to junehallman@attbi.com .  The first winner will be 
announced at the April Meeting.    (Yes, dramatic license is at work!)  

Dive Adventures!!!         
Just a reminder!  We want to share your 
dive adventures with you by placing them 
in the newsletter, either by interview or 
because you consented to write an article 
to share with us.  We need the article to 
be about 500 words (not that many!) and 
hopefully a picture or two to add flavor.  
Please email your new newsletter editor, 
June Hallman, at junehallman@attbi.com 
and let me know where you have been 
and whether you want to write or be inter-
viewed.  Your dive adventure could be 
the feature of the month!   

Riddle Me Fish  - March 2003 

star the one-eyed monster, Mike Wa-
zowski. I smell another winner here. 
     Our club’s partnership with the local 
dive shops has really taken off this year, 
as we have had so many responses to our 
“Who’s Diving and What’s On Sale” news-
letter insert, that we just might have to 
bind them and send them out as a hard-
back. Several shops are using our mes-
sage board and providing all of us with 
dive trip destinations and great sales infor-
mation. I have received some very compli-
mentary emails from area shops express-
ing a desire to be involved with our club. 
Next time you visit a dive shop in your 
area, look for our newsletters, and let 
them know you are a Scubadillo. While 
you are there, BUY SOMETHING! 
     I hope that any of you reading this 

newsletter, who have not joined the 
club as of yet this year, will do so soon. 
We have a full schedule of great speak-
ers at our meetings, several weekend 
dive outings, a parade, parties, blue 
water, and a whole lot of FUN in store 
for you. Dillo members, spread the 
word, direct people to our outstanding 
web site for updates on all of our club 
events, and make visitors at our events 
feel welcome. I’m Jeff Colvin, and I am 
your President.    

A Word From Your President 

Garage Sale is Coming!  March 29th, 2003 
     Every year the Scubadillo Dive Club contributes to many charitable causes through the many functions and fundraisers that we 
conduct throughout the year.  The next fund raiser that is planned is a garage sale!  The garage sale is currently planned for the 
last Saturday of March, 2003.   
     Here’s the catch!  FIRST, we need a place to HAVE the garage sale.  PLEASE consider allowing us to use your yard, your lot, 
your extra property, well, you get the picture.   We need a place to STAGE the garage sale.  Next, we need your items to put into 
the garage sale.  We will likely ask you to bring the items to the garage sale location (to be determined at this time) just prior to the 
sale date unless you just have to get rid of the items immediately or they just go away.  In that case, we will try to find a place to 
store the items until the garage sale date. When you are considering items for the garage sale, please bring SELLABLE items, not 
your trash.  If it is just out of style but in good shape, the item is a candidate.  If the item is trash that your dog would not be seen 
dead in, please don’t bring it to us.  We won’t be able to find a buyer either even at garage sale prices.   
     One of our new board members, Mona Valentine, has graciously agreed to become an event coordinator and is in charge of 
this event.  Your can reach Mona at monakval@hotmail.com if you have questions.  We need your STUFF!  Thanks 

Cramping our Travel by David Prichard (continued) 



     Over the years The Scubadillo Dive Club’s camping equipment has managed to walk off without leaving a forwarding address.  
So now when we have a camping event and want to cook (and we will be cooking this year just like the old days), we have nothing 
to cook IN!  Please look through your pots, pans, utensils, etc. for those not so favored items that you could really do without and 
just have not decided when to discard.  THOSE items are prime candidates for a donation to the Scubadillo Dive Club cooking 
equipment.  Please contact our Sergeant at Arms, Steve Volkers, to donate, contact Steve at  s.volkers@attbi.com.   

     The Scubadillo Dive Club has won Best 
of the Best for four of the last five years! 
This year’s theme is Monsters Inc. – Diving 
is a Scream! Again, our float is based on 
the Disney/Pixar movie Monsters, Inc. See 
President’s Corner for more. We need lots 
of newspaper for float construction! Float 
construction is at J&S Warehouse (see 
www.scubadillo.org for directions) on 
Tuesday and Thursdays from 6:00pm – 
9:00pm and Saturdays and Sundays 
(tentative) from 12:00pm. If we get enough 
volunteers now, we will not have to add 
more days and times to finish the float by 

the deadline. You can check the Scu-
badillo message board for float building 
details! Our goal is to win Best of the 
Best again but mostly to have fun. The 
actual parade is scheduled for Saturday 
March 15th on Greenville Avenue. We 
encourage all members to attend 
dressed as a small child (diapers and 
all!) or as a monster! The victory party 
will be held at Bill Kennedy’s house, 
which is near all of the Greenville Ave. St 
Paddy fun. Don’t forget to check out the 
live “Float Cam” on the website to keep 
up to date on the float building progress. 

more than 250 
people hooking 
up with old friends 
and making new 
ones. What a fun 
way to support 
our charities! Di-
rections to Win-
frey Point can be 
found on our web 
site at www.
scubad i l lo .o rg . 
Hope to see you 
there! 

the faint of heart. As always, we will have 
awesome raffle prizes! Tickets will be avail-
able at the March meeting, happy hour and 
April meeting or you can contact Annette 
Evans at annette_evans@msn.com or 
Laura Greig at laura@greig.com. Proceeds 
for the event go to support our  favorite 
charities including Save the Manatee Club 
and the Dallas Aquarium. Please encour-
age everyone you know to buy tickets! 
These charities are really hurting for dona-
tions! 
     This will be THE party of the year! Great 
food, great drinks, awesome prizes and 

     Mark your calendar, the largest party 
of the year is just around the corner! The 
5th Annual Crawfish Boil will be Sunday 
April 13, 2003 from 2:00pm – 6:00pm at 
Winfrey Point at White Rock Lake, Dallas. 
This event is open to everyone, divers 
and non-divers alike, so bring your friends 
and family.  
     Advance tickets are $25 (children un-
der 12 are $12) and $35 after our April 
meeting. This incredible price includes all 
the crawfish & fixins you can eat, beer, 
margaritas, soft drinks, free Mardi Gras 
beads and a free raffle ticket. Grilled 
chicken sandwiches will be available for 
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5th Annual Scubadillo Dive Club Crawfish Boil April 13th 

     The Scubadillos are kicking off the dive season with the annual Easter egg hunt and San Marcos River Cleanup for the week-
end of April 5/6, 2003. The weekend extravaganza starts with the 22nd Annual Trashure Hunt on Saturday April 5, 2003 at 8:30 am 
at the San Marcos City Park. Sign up is at the Lions Club Tube Rental facility behind the armory. The main sponsor of the cleanup 
is The Dive Shop (www.divesanmarcos.com). The Dive Shop will have half price rentals and free air fills for all dive participants in 
the event. A fantastic BBQ dinner will be held later that afternoon including free beer and lots of great prizes! The Scubadillos 
goal is to win the biggest group award! On Sunday morning, the club holds the annual Easter egg dive. We give away lots of great 
prizes including the grand prizes for finding the “special egg” and the most eggs. If you haven’t been to this event, you are missing 
out! The San Marcos River is a great place to get wet and brush up on your dive skills. We will be camping at Leisure Camp and 
RV Park. They have set aside some campsites for us, but you must call to reserve them in advance before they give up the space 
to others. These sites have full hookups and the campground also has a limited number of cabins available. For Leisure Camp call 
1-800-248-4103 or www.leisurecamp.net. For hotel information, you can check out www.sanmarcostexas.com/lodging. This is one 
of our premier dive events of the year so don’t miss out! 

Annual Easter Egg Dive and San Marcos River 
Cleanup– April 5th, 6th, 2003 

St. Patrick’s Day Float-It’s Building Time! 

Cooking Equipment Donations Needed 



Upcoming Events 

 What:   Happiest of Hours!!  Dave & Buster’s 
 When:   Friday, March 21st, 2003  5:30 –7 pm 
 Where:  NE Corner of Walnut Hill and Central  
  972-361-5553 

   Next Meeting 

   When:     Thurs, 06 Mar., 2003  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:    Midway Point Restaurant,  

                    NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

   Guest Speaker: Jim Mapes, Sea and Sea Photographic Equip. 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2003 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………… Jeff Colvin 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ………………………. Laura Greig 
Secretary ……………………...… Kim Hower 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Volkers 
Dir. Of Club Affairs …………. Annette Evans 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Marc Thompson 
Mike Lester 
Steve Partain 
Tom Muscle 

Gael Murdock 
Mona Valentine 

 What:  5th Annual Scubadillo Dive Club Crawfish Boil 
 When:  Sunday, April 13th, 2003          
 Where: Winfrey Point, Whiterock Lake; Contact  
  Annette Evans, Director of Club Affairs  

 What:  San Marcos River Clean Up & Easter Egg Hunt 
 When:  April 5th, 6th , 2003 
 Where:  San Marcos, TX   

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


