
     Outside the aircraft we could finally see the 
turquoise blue water of the Sea of Cortez. After 
flying over what seemed like hours of dry de-
sert, (it was of course a desert) we finally ar-
rived at our destination. San Carlos, Sonora 
Mexico is located on the eastern side of the Sea 
of Cortez, just a short five-hour drive south from 
Tucson Arizona or what seems like a equally 
lengthy flight to Guaymas in a very small and 
full airplane. San Carlos has been well known to 
fishermen for many years as the home of many 
Marlin and other sport fishing tournaments.  San 
Carlos was frequented by the ‘Old Man and the 
Sea’ himself, Ernest Hemmingway. 
     Fortunately relatively few divers have discov-
ered the great diving in the area around San 
Carlos.  Most of the weekend divers are from 
Tucson and arrive for a quick blue water experi-
ence or a checkout adventure.  Saturday seems 
to be the day for close-in diving  which is OK if 
you want to search sea kelp for something to 
see.  We heard that sea horses were spotted.  
Sunday and the rest of the week mean trips to 
the Island where the fun begins.  There are only 
two active dive shops in San Carlos and the 
only one to dive with is Ocean Sports.   
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This Month’s Birthdays 
 
 
Jennifer Winters         3-Dec 
David Prichard            5-Dec 
Mary Ann Caruth        7-Dec 
Gary Baker                 9-Dec 
Marilyn  Lester         11-Dec 
Gordon Patton          14-Dec 
Lynn Partain             16-Dec 
Elizabeth McNair      23-Dec 
Gael Murdoch           25-Dec 
Steve Murdoch          28-Dec 
 
 
 

April 2003 

New Members 
Jamie Woods 
Erika Herring 

     San Pedro Island is just an hour ride from 
the marina.  Early arrival at the marina does 
not mean early departure.  Most days the 
boat was followed by a large crowd of dol-
phins who loved to jump the wake.  The cap-

tain makes time to do a few circles so that 
everyone can see the dolphins.  There is no 
rush on the crew to return for an afternoon 
group.  The crew is alert for whale sighting.  
We saw a fin back whale surface once.  The 
whale migration begins in January and sight-

ings are frequent.  Too bad the water temp 
drops to 70. 
     The diving around the island can range 
from 20’ to 120’ depending on what you want 
to see and how cold you want to be.  Water 
temp after the depth of 60’ drops 10 degrees.  
Above 60‘ is the usual comfortable tempera-
ture for a 3-mil suit.  You will want to venture 
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Inside This Issue Elections! 
     
     Final nominations will be ac-
cepted at the December meeting 
followed immediately by the voting 
and election of the 2004 Scubadillo 
officers.  
     The new officers will begin their 
terms in January, rather than Febru-
ary for the 2004 election year.  We 
need your participation in the rank 
of the officers as well as assistance 
in all levels for our dives, special 
events, happy hours.  We need you!  
Come on out ! 
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     Thanksgiving 2004 is his-
tory, and “man, am I stuffed!!  
I hope that all of our mem-
bers had much to be thankful 
for during this Thanksgiving 
holiday season. As I reflect 
back, it is still hard to believe 

that it’s been 2 years 
since I became this 
club’s President. I am 
truly thankful and 

deeply appreciate all those who have been 
so supportive of my fellow officers, our 
Board of Directors, and me. It has been 
quite an a d v e n t u r e , 
and one I would not 
trade for any thing. 
     I hope you are all 
e x c i t e d about the 
Christmas party. I know 
that this one will be 
r e m e m - bered as one 
of the best we have 
ever had. Plan on get-
ting some rest before hand, and bring your 
dancing shoes. 
     It is so refreshing to see the number of 
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members who have accepted nominations 
for the club’s 2004 Officers. It shows a 
growing interest in the club, and a desire 
to keep everything rolling, as we grow in 
our mutual love of diving and social inter-
action among friends. Our activities have 
sparked many personal relationships, 
some of which have led to marriage and 
new families. It might just be that “Waldo” 
is actu- ally Cupid 
in dis- guise. 
If you are n o t  a 
me mb er and read-
ing this, come and 
s p e n d some time 
with the club, you 
just might f ind a 
h o m e here as a 
“Dillo.”  
     I want to say 
THANKS, to all the 
shops that have kept our members as well 
as our web site and newsletter visitors 
informed, on dives and sales throughout 
the metroplex, these past 2 years. I hope 
this program will keep going. I also hope 
that our club members will continue to 

Jeff Colvin — 2003 
SCUBADILLO President 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

support all the local dive shops for div-
ing equipment purchases and mainte-
nance, and that the shops will continue 
to keep the local dive community in-
formed as to have what is going on in 
your shops. 
    It is my fondest wish, that everyone 
reading this newsletter, has a wonder-
ful holiday season, and once again, 
thanks to my fellow club members, for 
the opportunity to serve as the “Head 
Dillo”. I’m Jeff Colvin, and I have truly 
enjoyed serving as your President.   

to 80’ at least once to see the forest of 
black coral (actually yellow underwater). 
     Every day we swam with the sea lions 
for at least a part of each dive.  They are 

quite the clowns and will show their style 
if you show them your spins.  The pups 
find the bright pink fins hard to resist for a 
little tug.  Watch for your partner as you 
may find a sea lion to be following close 
behind.  
     Watch where you put your hand and 
it’s not because of damage to the coral.  
Stonefish are abundant and in disguise 
not only on top of boulders but on the 
sides as well.  The only coral is some fan 

coral that manages to grow on the 
side of the boulders.  An abundance 
of variety and color of starfish replace 
the lack of colorful coral.  This area in 

the Sea of Cortez has the most va-
riety of starfish in the world.  The 
variety was like the ice cream shop.  
We found mint chocolate chip, 
skinny smooth grape, orange 
frosted chocolate, 16 point pink 
fuzzy, fluid spiny vanilla, neapolitan 
neon pincushion, lemon licorice 
bumps.  There are more varieties 
than Baskin Robbins.  We just can’t 
remember them all.  The starfish 
are everywhere and obviously 
that’s why there’s no coral.   
     Two types of Angelfish found 

exclusively in the Sea of Cortez were King 
Angelfish and Cortez Angelfish.  Both were 
found in abundance at the island in schools 
of 25-40 accompanied by some small shiny 
fish.  Other schools in session included 
Chanco Surgeonfish and Reef Cornetfish.  
Don’t scare the balloon fish.  Dennis already 

did.  Rona had a “first” experience by 
sighting a Manta Ray.  She could 
hardly miss this one.  It was close 
enough to cast a shadow.  As we al-
ways say when we leave San Carlos – 
We’ll be back. 



2003 Christmas Party!  
 

December 6th, 2003  Great Food! Kenny and 
the Kasuals for Music! New location at the 
Springpark Sports & Community Center in 
Garland!  Address and contact on back of 
newsletter.  Last chance to buy tickets for 
$20.  Tickets will be $30 at the door.  Don’t 
miss the party because it is going to be the 
BEST yet!  

Coolpix 4300 Digital 
Camera Raffle! 
 
The Coolpix 4300 Digital Camera Raffle 
will be held at the December 4th meet-
ing!  Be sure to turn in your ticket 
stubs, any unsold tickets and find out 
if you WON the camera!  If you have 
not BOUGHT a raffle ticket, be sure 
you get some before the drawing.  The 
odds are in your favor! 
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Reminders & Special Stuff Not to Miss! 

January Happy Hour 
A January Happy Hour has been 
planned!  Watch your email announce-
ments from the SDC Webmaster for de-
tails.    

New Year’s Eve Party  
If you are NOT at the New Year’s Eve party, then where else COULD you be!  Where 

will the party be held?  At the number one party place 
of the Scubadillo Dive Club:  Laura & Michael Greig’s 
House in Plano, Texas!  Come and stay or come and 
go.  Please bring a side dish for the party fare and 
your personal choice for liquid libation.  A swimsuit 
would also be in order as the hot tub will be plenty hot 
for whatever the weather happens to present on New 
Year’s Eve!  Address and contact information are 
listed on the back of the newsletter.    

 
 

Cozumel 2003 



Upcoming Events 

What:   Christmas Party  
When:   Saturday, December 6th, 2003; 6:30 pm til Midnight 
Where:  Springpark Sports & Community Center,  
               3330 Springpark Way, Garland, TX (See 
               Website for additional details or contact Annette).   
Contact:  Annette Evans annette_evans@msn.com 
 
What:    New Year’s Eve Party 
When:   Wednesday, December 31st, 2003 
Where:  The Greig’s, 2308 Indigo Drive, Plano, TX 
               Contact Laura@Greig.com  972/612-2429 

   Next Meeting: Election of 2004 OFFICERS! 

   When:   Thurs, Dec. 4th., 2003  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

                  NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

 No Speaker:  Coolpix 4300 Digital Raffle, Christmas Party Tickets 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2003 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………… Jeff Colvin 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ………………………. Laura Greig 
Secretary ……………...…Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Volkers 
Dir. Of Club Affairs …………. Annette Evans 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Marc Thompson 
Mike Lester 
Steve Partain 
Tom Muscle 

Gael Murdock 
Mona Valentine 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   


