
 

       "So we're going down unprotected with 
about 30 hungry sharks?" 
       "No worries, mate!" 
       That was the response from our cocky Aus-
sie divemaster, Brad, as we were about to dive 
down into the Scuba Zoo in a remote portion of 
the Coral Sea.  This "close encounter" zoo is 

the grand finale of a week of dives on Mike 
Ball's "Spoilsport" liveaboard out of Townsville, 
Australia, and is in a secret location only known 
by the boat's crew. 
       As we descended down to our somewhat 
shallow destination (50 ft.) we spotted three 
large shark cages and already several large 
gray shapes swimming along the bottom. 
       The divemasters ushered us not into the 
cages, but on top of them so that we could get 
an unencumbered view of the impending show.  
Arrayed in the middle of our "L" shaped align-
ment of cages was a large, solitary metal trash-
can suspended in midwater by a rope through a 
ring secured to the sea floor.  The can had 
holes cut into it to expose the goodies within 
and its top was secured by another braided 
rope.  A divemaster controlled both ropes and 
moved the bouncing can up and down - ringing 
the dinner bell. 
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This Month’s Birthdays 
 
Karen      Clifford           1-Aug 
Robert     Martinez          7-Aug 
Sylvia      McCormick     7-Aug 
Mona       Valentine          8-Aug 
Jeff          Colvin            10-Aug 
Judy         Aschner          23-Aug 
Ashley     Winters          24-Aug 
Pam         Nowell           25-Aug 
 
   

April 2003 

New Members 
We have no new members to 
report from the July meeting!  
Need to get to work recruiting, 
yall! 

       Already Remoras and other small fish 
were trying their best to sneak bites out of 
the holes in the can, but the main dinner 
guests were already showing up for the main 
course. 
       Blacktip and Whitetip sharks began cir-
cling not only the can, but us as well.  Were 
they eying us as the appetizers?  Every diver 
on top of the cages had cameras flashing 
away as the sharks started darting between 
the cages and come near us for a close in-
spection. 
       Curious sharks like to come up and 
"bump" interesting objects with their nose for 
a close inspection.  On several occasions I 
got extreme close-ups of these sharks when 
they came in to bump my video camera 
housing.  I was startled one time though 
when a shark brushed my fins behind me as 
I knelt on top of the cage. 
       After about 20 minutes of these close 
encounters, we were all ushered into the 
cages because "dinner" was about to be 
served.  The second rope attached to the 
can's lid was pulled loose and a small Styro-
foam float popped up with a stringer of fish 
heads attached. 
       "Wham!"  An instant melee of about 30 
swirling sharks attacked the offering like a 
frightening scene from "Jaws," but more like 
footage of Piranhas chowing down in the 
Amazon River.  Cameras blazed away at the 
carnage, but ever so quickly the meal was 
over.  In less than a minute, the sharks had 
cleaned the stringer and then dashed off into 
the blue like they were late for an appoint-
ment. 
       Barely after the last shark had just 
turned tail, the divemasters brought us out of 
the cages so we could search the sea floor 
for souvenir shark teeth. 
       Like Brad said, "No worries, mate!" 

Scuba Zoo By David Prichard & Lily Mak 
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I really loved seeing Cindy 
Kravik and her daughter 
Amy, at our last club meet-
ing. I know she feels an im-
mense sorrow over the loss 
of her husband; Gay, but I 
also know that she felt some 

comfort being among 
fellow Dillos once 
again. The club made 
a donation to the 

American Cancer Society in memory of 
Gay. We will all miss him. 
     Our Director of Club Affairs; Annette 
Evans, has been working on a couple 
more fun activities to compliment our re-
maining Happy Hours, as well as our an-
nual Pumpkin Dive in October. I know also 
that she has another outstanding Christ-
mas party planned for next December. An-
nette has done an outstanding job, and is 
such a joy to have in our club. We should 
all thank her next time we see her. 
     Sergeant at Arms; Steve Volker re-
cently set up our first special training class 
of the summer, with an O2 course taught 

A Word From Your President 

Thar’ Be Whales by Gael Murdoch 
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by member, David Pritchard, and hosted 
by member, Mike Dunst, of Emerald Sea 
Divers in Richardson. I just hope that if I 
ever need oxygen, they’ll give it to me 
from a bottle, and not mouth to mouth. 
Sonny, an O2 graduate, is my best pal, 
but I don’t care for him in that way. 
     There are a number of certified divers 
out there that are not currently affiliated 
with a dive club. As Dillos, we all know the 
benefits of membership. Let’s all make the 
effort to spread the word among divers we 
come into contact with. As a member 
since 1993, I can’t tell you how much en-
joyment this club has given me. I’m sure 
that there are other members that have 
some stories to tell about the good times 
they have had as well. When you visit 
your favorite dive shop, talk to people 
about the club. Ask the shop owner about 
newly certified divers that might be inter-
ested in joining a group of people, who 
share their newfound interest in diving. 
We send newsletters to all of the shops, 
see if they are there, and ask the owners if 
they need more. We are the Scubadillos, 

Jeff Colvin — 2003 
SCUBADILLO President 

     I have just returned from the East Cape 
of Baja, California and the best diving day 
of my life.  While diving the Cabo Pulmo 
Marine Park I was able to cross off MY 
NUMBER ONE dive wish-list item.  While 
gearing up for the dive, a 55 - 60 ft. Whale 
Shark was spotted.  We dumped our as-
semblies and jumped in with snorkel 
gear.  The Whale Shark stayed at about 
15 -20 feet, just below the boat, almost the 
entire time.  I always thought I'd have to 
make a trip to the west coast of Australia 
to Mingaloo Reef to see one for  
sure in this lifetime - what an incredible 
experience.   

     The dive crew of Vista Sea Sport was 
as overjoyed as I was. We got to snorkel 
with the Whale Shark for about 45 min-
utes.  Then the Captain threw ropes over-
board to tow the tired but excited divers for 
another hour and 20 minutes to maintain 
contact with the whale. Totally incredi-
ble. The crew said they were lucky if they 
saw a Whale Shark once a year.  The 
regular diving was wonderful as well, in-
cluding manta rays, an abundance of fish 
and a crown of thorns.  What a great trip.  
You should try it! 

SPREAD THE WORD!   
     “Is it hot enough for ya? Man, 
where’s a good blue water dive when 
you need one.  Hey, I know, I can go 
check out the Scubadillo’s Who’s 
Diving and What’s on Sale, monthly 
report!”  We appreciate all of the area 
dive shops for helping our club keep 
every diver in the DFW area informed 
about the many dive trips being offered 
by our dive shop friends. As long as our 
dive shops tell us about their blue water 
trips and in store sales, we’ll keep 
putting that information in our 
newsletters and on our club web site. 
The Dillos also invite area dive shops 
to use our message board and let all of 
our web site visitors know about any 
last minute trip opportunities, “only one 
seat left!” The Scubadillo Dive Club 
supports our area dive shops, and 
urges our members to find a shop they 
are comfortable with, and be a loyal 
customer. “Try to stay COOL.”  I’m Jeff 
Colvin, and I am your President.   



rice and lamb. Oh yeah, and there’s 
diving. 
     The Aegean is an incredible blue 
under the cloudless skies (say 
‘drought’). Once under water, it’s kind 
of a powdery blue, like Roatan. Visibil-
ity varies from 30 to 75 feet. But the 
water is cold, low 70's at the surface, 
dropping to mid-60's below the thermo-
cline at around 40 feet. (I’m a little 
chilled in my 5 mil.) There’s very little 
coral. It’s like diving a spectacular 
quarry, with rugged rock formations 
created by past earthquakes.  
     There are psychedelic wrasse and 
schools of something like a pork fish, 
except pale with an additional bar at 
the base of the tail; groupers rest on 
the black, round sponges; and there 
are some barracuda at the surface.   
I’ve met the resident scorpion fish on 
top of Little Reef, and the same day I 
ran into a 6-foot leer fish hovering off 
the wall. The moray eels are brown. 
Oh, and you find pieces (and whole 
ones) of 2000 year old amphorae all 
over the place (can’t bring them up, 
totally illegal), very cool.▼▼▼ 

to the Aegean for its struggling (thanks to 
the Iraq war that ended so soon) all-
inclusive resorts. For about $50, they can 
take a discover scuba class that shows 
them the wonders of the underwater 
world; then for another $200 or so, they 
can become certified as open water di-
vers; and for another $!00, they can certify 
advanced, allowing them to dive to 100 
feet. Although some certified divers show 
up on the boat, most customers are look-
ing for something different to do while on 
vacation, along with para-sailing, jeep sa-
faris, and drinking. 
     The boat, the Crystal, can hold about 
40 people; and when it’s full, it’s definitely 
‘moo’. Most of the customers have never 
dived, so they are on board for the dis-
cover scuba experience. There are usually 
4-6 open water students, maybe one or 
two advanced students, and some certi-
fied divers wanting to check out the Ae-
gean. The rest are along for the boat ride, 
some snorkeling, and lunch. The boat has 
a galley, and the cook prepares a hot 
lunch each day – maybe a chicken stew, 
some kind of stroganoff, 
or my favorite, green peppers stuffed with 

Comment from Your Editor:  Phil Ray is 
a long time member of the Scubadillo 
Dive Club, Former President and a dive 
instructor.  Phil has embarked upon an 
“adventure” in another world from 
ours.  The following open letter to the 
membership is an update on Phil’s 
“adventure”.  Join with us in sharing 
Phil’s excitement. 
 
Hello Amigos,  
     It’s been a while (almost 8 weeks) 
since I disappeared, so some update is 
called for. As I recall, I was sifting through 
so many job offers for COBOL program-
ming that I really couldn’t decide which 
one to accept, when I received an email 
from my friend Ali Can to come to Bodrum, 
Turkey, for the summer and teach 
SCUBA. It solved my COBOL dilemma. 
Then Susana volunteered to move into the 
house and take care of Bates the cat and 
Mac the dog, as well as some bills, and 
voila!! 
     Bodrum (actually I live in Gumbet, just 
down the road) is a tourist mecca, attract-
ing bargain hunters from Holland, Ger-
many, Russia, and Great Britain who flock 

PAGE 3 ‘DILLO  DIVER VOLUME 20, ISSUE 7 

Phil’s Adventure  (Open Letter from Phil Ray) 

What IS IT?  
Stumped? Not 
AGAIN!  Okay, 
if you give up!  
Here they are: 
Left: Mouth of a 
Sea Cucumber; 
Left Center: 
Mating Nudi-
branchs; Bot-
tom:  Splendid 
Toadfish 

     I haven’t had time to do much sight-seeing, al-
though the area has many historical sites. I’ve vis-
ited the Underwater Archeological Museum that 
A&M has done so much work with; it’s housed in a 
crusaders’ castle in the middle of the Bodrum ma-
rina. And I visited the Mausoleum of Halikarnasus, 
one of Plato’s Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World (unfortunately now not even a wonderful pile 
of 
rubble). Most of the ancient Greek and Roman res-
torations are a few hours drive away, so I’ll have to 
take some time off, rent a car, and check them out 
later. 
     So that’s what I’m doing this summer. Susana’s 
coming over in August for some touring, then after 
a week in Instanbul, we’re heading home. I’ve 
really enjoyed my stay here, the people I’ve met 
have been very friendly and generous, but I could 
use a plate of enchiladas. See you in September, 
Phil 

Look for Cool New Events 
from our Director of Club 

Affairs, Ms. Annette Evans, 
coming soon in the next 
edition of Dillo Diver!!  



Upcoming Events 

 What:   Happiest of Happy Hours! August 15th, 2003 
 Where: Duke’s Roadhouse  972-503-2337 5:30 until... 
 Location:  4180 Beltline Road, Addison, TX 75001 
                  SW Corner of Beltline & Midway in Addison 
Contact:  Annette Evans annette_evans@msn.com 

   Next Meeting 

   When:   Thurs, August 7th., 2003  7:30 p.m. (Social Hour  6:30)  

   Where:  Midway Point Restaurant,  

                  NW corner of Harvest Hill & Midway 

Guest Speaker:  Amy Harris, Parker College of Chiropractic Med. 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O. Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2003 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………… Jeff Colvin 
Vice President ……………….. Sonny Gaither 
Treasurer ………………………. Laura Greig 
Secretary …………...……Stacey Burton Ellis 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Volkers 
Dir. Of Club Affairs …………. Annette Evans 
Newsletter Editor…………...… June Hallman 

2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Marc Thompson 
Mike Lester 
Steve Partain 
Tom Muscle 

Gael Murdock 
Mona Valentine 

Future Speakers:  Throughout the year, we 
will be bringing you more speakers to talk 
about great dive sites, underwater photogra-
phy, manufacturers’ reps to show us the latest 
innovations in dive equipment and much 
more!  Don’t  miss a  meeting!   

What:  DEMA (Diving & Equipment Manufacturer’s Assn.) 
When:  October 8th—11th, 2003 
Location:  Miami Beach Convention Center, Miami Beach, FL 
 
Go to http://www.demashow.com for additional informa-
tion and registration.   


