
It was both! The August edi-
tion of the Scubadillo Happy 
Hour was happy, lasted 
much longer than an hour, 
and everyone there got wet 
in either the pool or the hot 
tub, or a combination of 
both. Mike and Laura Greig 
hosted the party, with a little 
streaking action thrown in by 
their son Ryan. There were 
burgers and dogs on the 
grill, as well as a few live 
dogs running around the 
place looking for any 
dropped food. Even Mark 

Penny’s dog “Buddy” was on 
hand for the fun. 
     A large gathering of Dil-
los were present to watch 
the Cowboys on TV, eat 
some wonderful food, throw 
back a couple of cold ones, 
and enjoy each others com-
pany. A BIG THANKS goes 
out to the Greigs for an awe-
some evening. Marc Thomp-
son has placed pictures 
from the party on the club’s 
web site, so check them out. 
If you were not able to at-
tend, we missed you.  

Happy Hour or Pool Party? 
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This Month’s Birthdays  
   
Sep  2     June Hallman 
Sep  9     Sandy Lannan 
Sep 12    Shelley Benz 
Sep 13    Sharyn Crownover 
Sep 16    Mary Ann May 
Sep 20    David Rayson 
Sep 21    Kay Rippy 
Sep 23    Annette Evans 
Sep 23    Mary Render 

 It was a Saturday much like 
any other Saturday, except 
that I didn’t have to be a wit-
ness to the $900.00 worth of 
work being done on my air 
conditioner. With my trusty 
sidekick, Greg Jacobs, I 
headed out for a one-day 
adventure to Athens Scuba 
Park. We arrived in Athens 
to the joyous and loving 
cries of  “Well it’s about 
time”! I knew that the Dillos 
gathered there were all very 
glad to see us, and that my 
having the prizes had noth-
ing to do with their glee.  

     I was very impressed by 
the park facilities, the shop, 
the many docks with cov-
ered rest and staging areas, 
and most of all, with our 
more than gracious hosts, 
Calvin and Shannon Wil-
cher. At one point during a 
conversation with Calvin, he 
asked me to accompany him 
to the dive shop where he 
proceeded to hand me a 
brand new dive tank to be 
given away to one of our 
navigation winners. If you 
missed our August Dillo dive 
on the 27th, you missed a lot 
of fun. 
     Keith Gorham took the 
tank as our top prize winner 
followed by: John Cross—a 
large dive light, Steve Volk-
ers—a set of fins, Torrey 
Weaver—a dive knife, and 
Peter Brownlee— a compact 
dive light. A burger plate 
was provided by the club for 

all the members and best of 
all, WE GOT WET! Man, I 
have got to buy a new wet 
suit, I guess I’ve put on a 
little weight. My thanks go 
out to Steve Volkers for get-
ting the trip together, Marc 
Thompson and Casey Ben-
nett for the navigation 
course, and most of all, our 
hosts, the Wilchers, for the 
tank and a wonderful day at 
their park. For more informa-
tion about Athens Scuba 
P a r k ,  g o  t o  w w w .
athensscubapark.com.  

Jeff Colvin, Greg Jacob, and Casey Ben-
nett.  Photo by Marc Thompson. 

One Saturday in Athens 
By Jeff Colvin 

Dock 9—Home of the Dillos  
Photo by Marc Thompson 

Photos by  Marc Thompson 

  N O T I C E  
September Monthly  

Meeting 
 will be held at  

 
Bens Half-Yard House 

7102 Greenville Ave 
Dallas, TX 

214-363-1114 



main purpose of Truk is wreck diving, 
but if you decide to dive outside the la-
goon, the critters are large, great vari-
ety, large schools and certainly a diving 
experience of a lifetime, “very primitive”.   
When the dive group traveled to the 2nd 
leg of their journey to Palau aboard the 
Palau Aggressor, in addition to diving, 
they also went inland to experience Jel-
lyfish Lake.  This site has been written 
up by National Geographic on many 
occasions and can only be done on 
snorkel, due to gases at depth 
(confined water issue) but the snorkel-
ing is safe and a great experience.  The 
jellyfish do NOT sting.  Due to evolution 
and no predators, over time the jellyfish 
lost the need to sting.  Very large jelly-
fish inhabit the lake, dense in popula-
tion and a sight to see!   
The diving in Palau was very diverse to 
include sites like Peleliu where the fish 
were very large and the reefs very col-
orful; German Straits where the mantas 

exceeded 20 feet in wingspan and 
cruised very close to the divers; Blue 
Corners with ripping currents and great 
populations of big fish and SHARKS.  
The current at Blue Corners (yes at a 
corner of the island) was very strong 
and the divers used reef hooks to an-
chor themselves and watch the passing 
fish without having to struggle with the 
current.  The final dive mentioned was 
Chandelier Caves.  The divemasters 
tooks all the dive group into the begin-
ning of the cavern system.  The first 
cave / cavern was large and still visible 
to light.  Most of the group declined to 
go further into the system, although the 
divemasters volunteered to take anyone 
wanting to go. 
The overall experience as told to this 
writer sounded thrilling and I thank Jean 
Taillac for allowing me the interview and 
loaning us his CD of the trip pictures 
published with this article.   

The Truk Lagoon/Palau trip can be 
done as a combination including both 
areas or as separate trips. Truk and 
Palau are about 1000 miles apart.   If 
you do the combination trip, you will 
need to allow about 3 weeks due to 
travel requirements.  Travel will take up 
approximately 5 days of the trip time.   
Jean described both the trip and the 
diving as AWESOME!  The Truk (Chuk) 
portion was done on a liveaboard called 
the Odyssey.  The Odyssey has con-
tinuously received awards for accom-
modations and diving.  The Palau leg of 
the trip was aboard the Palau Aggres-
sor.  The accommodations were good 
with individual showers, the food was 
excellent and the diving was spectacu-
lar.   
If you are a wreck and / or World War II 
buff, Truk is your dream come true.  
The visibility inside the lagoon was any-
where from 75-150 feet.  Outside the 
lagoon, the viz was UNLIMITED!  The 

Truk Lagoon/Palau Trip 
An Interview with Jean Taillac (Owner/Operator of Aqua World in Garland) 

     It’s September 
2002, and it seems 
that this year is 
really flying by. I 
hope my fellow DIL-
LOS have enjoyed 
the year as much as 
I have. The year 
hasn’t been without 
a few stumbling 

blocks, like the club’s being temporarily 
without a home, but in true DILLO fash-
ion, we have continued to move forward 
and prosper. 
     I wanted to take a moment this 
month and put the spotlight on a mem-
ber that has worked very hard for the 
club this year, and has had one of the 
most difficult jobs as an officer. Steve 

Volkers is the club’s Sergeant at Arms 
and is responsible for setting up and 
coordinating the club’s weekend dives 
and campouts . He started the year as a 
quiet and unassuming sort of fellow, but 
then, his Mr. Howell character changed 
all that. Steve has put together dives 
and served as host whether two people 
or thirty people showed up. The club 
feels a responsibility to provide dive 
experiences for all levels of divers, as 
well as a friendly and welcome atmos-
phere for all of our new members. 
Steve personifies a spirit and energy, 
even through personal hardship, that 
makes me proud to share membership 
in the Scubadillos with him, and serve 
as an officer next to him. When you see 
him next time, take a moment to say 

“THANKS”. 
     I am very excited of the fact that the 
annual Cozumel dive trip is back as an 
official club sponsored trip. This  year’s 
trip is going to be the best value for our 
members than in any previous years, 
and I hope that we will maintain this 
outing as a yearly tradition of providing 
a fun and inexpensive blue water trip for 
everyone. 
     Our speaker for September is  Mr. 
John Booser with Manta Ray Bay Re-
sorts and Yap Divers. His presentation 
will have us all taking out a second 
mortgage on our homes to get the 
funds for one of his trips. I wonder how 
much I could get for Cat? I’m Jeff Colvin 
and I am your President.      

A Word From Your President 

PAGE 2 ‘DILLO  DIVER VOLUME 19, ISSUE 9 

Jeff Colvin — 2002  
SCUBADILLO President 
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 In Cozumel, over the past several years, there have been numerous sightings of a strange creature that bears a slight resem-
blance to the Texas Armadillo. However, this species has the ability to stay under the ocean depths for several minutes at a time, 
and thus has been dubbed, the Scubadillo (i.e. scubas di illos aquatis). These creatures have adapted to land and ocean life, and 
can stay up till all hours existing on large quantities of meat and fish as well as drinks that do strange things to the mind and body. 
It has been reported that a large group of these amphibians will be descending on the tiny resort island of Cozumel on November 
8th through the 11th. At this writing, there are said to be only 10 seats left for this invasion. Don’t miss this opportunity to see these 
sea creatures in their natural habitat. Even if the cost of the trip goes up slightly, it is still a bargain as well as a great adventure. If 
you haven’t seen Cozumel with the DILLOS, you haven’t seen Cozumel. See details below or on the club web site: 
 

$200. per person non-refundable check/credit card deposit  
BALANCE: check, Discover, MC, Visa (credit card price + 3%) 

Balance due SEPT. 18, 2002 
 
 
 
 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Cozumel Invasion! 

  Dive schedule:  
Sat., Nov.   9th    8.00am   2-tank boat dive  
                            6.00pm   1-tank night boat dive  
Sun., Nov. 10th   8.00am   2-tank boat dive 

Flight schedule:  
Fri.,    Nov. 8th     8.00am -10.35am DFW / CZM  
 

Mon., Nov.11th  11.35am -  2.15pm CZM / DFW 

REEF CLUB RESORT: 4 Star beachside resort. All rooms have 
private balconies. Very casual & comfortable! This resort has 4 
bars, 2 restaurants & and a pool snack bar. Reef Club has nightly 
entertainment. This resort has a great beach area and is only a 5 
minute boat ride to the best reefs.  

Best value in Cozumel!! 
 

ALL INCLUSIVE FOOD AND DRINKS 

VACATION CONNECTION  
817-514-8747 or 1-888-512-TRIP  

5205 Davis Blvd. Suite B 
North Richland Hills, TX   76180  

email: sburton@airmail.net  



Upcoming Events 

 What:     Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

 When:    Thurs.  October 3rd,  7:30pm 

 Where:   watch the web site for details    

   Next Meeting 

   When:     Thurs, September 5th    7:30pm    (6:30  Social Hour)    

   Where:    Ben’s Half-Yard, 7102 Greenville Ave,  214-363-1114  

   Subject:   John Booser of Manta Ray Bay Resort and Yap Divers 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O.Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2002 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS  
President ………………………… Jeff Colvin 
Vice President …………….. Marc Thompson 
Treasurer ………………………. Mike Lester 
Secretary …………………...… June Hallman 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Volkers 
Dir. Of Club Affairs …………. Annette Evans 
Webmaster ………………… Marc Thompson 

2002 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
All above officers, plus 

Casey Bennett 
Marty Boggan 
Sonny Gaither 
Laura Greig  
Tom Muscle 

Mark Plummer 

 What:     Regular Monthly Club Meeting 

 When:    Thurs.  November 7th,  7:30pm 

 Where:   watch the web site for details  

 What:     Club Trip to Cozumel, Mexico 

 When:     Fri.,  November 8th thru Sun., November 11th 

 Where:    Reef Club Beach Resort, Cozumel, Q.R., MX 


