
Happy Hour at Sam’s Boat 
Our illustrious Director of Club Affairs, Miss 
Annette Evans, has put together another 
fabulous Happy Hour for us.  It will be held 
on Friday, November 15th at Sam’s Boat.  
Sam’s Boat is located at 10261 Technology 
Blvd.  That’s in  the “Y” of I-35 (Stemmons 
Expwy) and Loop 12 at Northwest Hwy, 
between the AMC Grand Theater and Cow-
boys Red River.  Sam’s Boat is an indoor / 
outdoor facility that juts out into the middle 
of a small lagoon.  The outdoor patio over-
looks the water and has a DJ on board.  
One of the indoor bars is a real boat.  And, 
“No, you can’t bring your dive gear!”.  Our 
Happy Hour is slated from 6pm until 8pm, 
but Sam’s HH starts at 3pm.  The HH drink 
prices are:   $2.25 for Well Drinks, $2.75 for 
Margaritas, and two dollar ($2.00) Domes-
tic Drafts.  Four complimentary appetizer 
platters will be served. 

The Best Christmas Party  - EVER !  
New Meeting Place 

for November 
The November 7th meeting  

of the  
SCUBADILLO Dive Club 

will be held at 
TWO GUYS from ITALY 
11637 Webbs Chapel Rd 

Dallas, 75229-2434 
Ph: 972.247.6814 

 

T h e  O f f i c i a l  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  S C U B A D I L L O  D i v e  C l u b  

Come join the Scubadillos for the Annual Christmas Party on Friday, December 6, 2002 at Win-
frey Point at White Rock Lake. The party is from 6:30 pm to midnight. We will have great food, 
lots of prizes and a silent auction. Remember, it’s BYOB. We’ve got some new surprises in store 
for you this year, the band that will be playing is called Little by Little. We did some scouting, and 
yes, this band is going to have you dancing all night. Also, the Christmas in the Park children’s 
charity is providing the decorations this year. You will not recognize the place!  The cost is $20 in 
advance, $30 after Dec 5th meeting.  Don’t miss this great party! 
For additional information email:                  Annette Evans at  annette_evans@msn.com 
                                                                                                     —  or  — 
                                                                          Laura Greig at  laura@greig.com  
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This Month’s Birthdays 
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Nov. 20  - Greg Jacob 
Nov. 22  - David Robinson 
Nov. 23  - Mikael Lindstrom 
Nov. 28  - Dan Calhoun 
 



“Toys For The Children”  

Where do the gifts come from? 
Initially, they came from individual do-
nations.  But soon, Jimmy devised a 
plan to help raise money to buy addi-
tional toys as well as pay for any ship-
ping costs. 
 

How is the money raised? 
The money is raised through a raffle.  
Jimmy, during DEMA – the diving trade 
show, approached several resorts and 
equipment manufacturers asking for 
donations to be raffle off to raise the 
funds.  Each raffle ticket is US$5.00 
with the drawing to be held on Decem-
ber 31, 2002.  You need not be present 
to win. 
  

What kind of gifts should I donate?  
Almost any kind of toy makes a good 
donation. Also, school supplies such as 
books, pencils, and paper and personal 
grooming items such as combs, 
brushes, soap, shampoo, toothpaste 
and toothbrushes are good.  Uni-sex 
toys are easy to distribute.  Dolls and 
soccer balls are also very popular.  
Considering the destination, battery-

What is “Toys for the Children”? 
“Toys for the Children” is a charitable 
organization founded in 1997 by Jimmy 
Atkinson.  In January ’97, while relaxing 
at the Bay Island Beach Resort on 
Roatan, Honduras, Jimmy and BIBR 
owner, Cam O’Brien, decided they 
should plan a Christmas party for some 
of the local kids from around the resort.  
As the talks continued, it was decided 
that gifts were in order.  Now in its sixth 
year, 6500 kids in four countries have 
been touched by the gracious contribu-
tions of individuals, dive clubs, and civic 
organizations from all over the world. 

 Why this organization instead of a 
local one? 
These children are from the hard work-
ing families who make our dive vaca-
tions fun and enjoyable.  Their parents 
are resort groundskeeper and house-
keepers, taxi drivers, and boat captains 
and dive masters.  They don’t have the 
equivalent of The Salvation Army or 
Goodwill.  They only have the generos-
ity of others. 

It’s the fall season 
once again, and 
the holidays are 
just around the 
corner. As we 
move closer to 
Thanksgiving, I 
find myself very 
thankful for a lot 
of things. As a 
“Dillo” member 
since 1993, I 

have made some very special friend-
ships that I’ll always cherish. This year 
brought Cat and I our first grandchild. 
Josh and Jennie have made it through 
their first year of marriage, and with a 
little luck, they may one day be able to 
look back at their 26th wedding anniver-
sary as we have. I too have truly en-
joyed being able to serve as your Presi-

dent this year. But even as the year 
starts to wind down, there is still more 
to come. More speakers, newsletters, 
happy hours, a club blue water dive, 
and the best Christmas party ever! 
     Our November speaker is back by 
popular demand! Diving pioneer John 
Cannon will be speaking about his role 
and experiences, in the evolution of div-
ing. From his early days on board ship 
with Captain Blood, (yes, there really 
was a Captain Blood), to one of his 
photos making it to the cover of Na-
tional Geographic magazine. His pres-
entation will include early slides and 
great stories, the kind that will have you 
on the edge of your seats. Mr. Cannon 
has been diving for 53 years, teaching 
for 30 years, and repairing gear ever 
since there was only one model avail-
able. He was an original member of the 

Southwest Council of Instructors, the 
predecessor of NAUI, and also has 
other certifications with PADI, YMCA, 
and NASD. He is truly one of a kind! 
     Construction is underway at the new 
location for Midway Point, and hope-
fully, we’ll be able to try it out for our 
December meeting. I want to say 
thanks again to all of you who came to 
the meetings during these past few 
homeless months. 
     Finally, it is time to start gearing up 
for our annual Christmas extravaganza 
on Friday, December 6th. Tickets will be 
available for $20.00 through the De-
cember club meeting on the 5th. Buy 
your tickets early to avoid the higher 
price at the door. Winfrey Point will be 
beautifully decorated and this year’s 
band is AWESOME! I’m Jeff Colvin and 
I am your President. 

A Word From Your President 
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Jeff Colvin — 2002  
SCUBADILLO President 

operated toys and sophisticated elec-
tronic games are not recommended. 
   

What about clothes? 
Although clothes and shoes are 
needed and would be accepted, they 
are much more difficult to distribute.  
Not only would we have to match up 
the garment with the sex of the child, 
but also his/her appropriate size. 
 

How can I participate? 
There are several ways that one can 
take part in this worthwhile campaign.  
Donate items… watch the “sale bills” 
for bargains and buy as many as you 
can.  Buy raffle tickets….  The $5 
raised from each ticket goes directly to 
purchasing more toys or to off setting 
the transportation costs of shipping the 
toys to the Caribbean. 
 

Who can I contact for more informa-
tion? 
You can email Jimmy Atkinson at:  
coralrewds@aol.com. 



With the Dillos visiting Cozumel en-
masse in November, thought you might 
enjoy a recount of the trip several of us 
Dillos took the first of October. 
cozumel.calm 

In Mexico, the “h” in hurricane is silent. 
And to our relief – bubble buddy Ann 
Christensen and friends Shelly Benz, 
Judy Harbin, Bill Heublein and John 
Quinlan – so was the rest of 
“hurricane,” as in Lily … at least in Co-
zumel, where we were playing. It barely 
ruffled the water. 
As late as the Sunday (Sept. 29) before 
leaving, I was considering taking the 
$50 cancellation hit and bailing on the 
trip. Call me paranoid, but from the per-
spective of the Weather Channel, it 
sure seemed that Lily’s eye was glaring 
at Yucatan. More than hitting us di-
rectly, I was concerned that Lily would 
kick up enough wind and rain from Ha-
vana to shut down our harbor or at least 
block out the sun and fun the whole 
time ... none of which happened. It was 
smooth diving the whole time and, of 
course, lots of fun and sun. 
Unlike other dive destinations that get 
dived out, Cozumel seems to be getting 
dived “in.” This was my first visit in a 
year, and the diving keeps getting bet-
ter – that is, the critters get bigger, more 
plentiful and more varied. We met with 
Dive Martin the Monday we got to town, 
and he told us there was a 90 percent 
chance the harbor would be closed by 
Tuesday or Wednesday. We figured we 
had better get divin’ right away. We 
opted to shore dive the first day. It gave 
us time to catch lunch and then check 
out our gear. Martin gave us a couple of 
tanks for that afternoon and promised 
us two more for a twilight/night dive, 
also off his shore. (See side bar Best 
Tank for the Buck…er, Peso.) 
Superlative Diving = Biggests + 
Firsts + Bests 

Just when you thought toadfish and 

scorpion fish were the coolest ugly fish 
in the ocean, on our first (of four) shore 
dive, Ann found a batfish … a new stan-
dard on the bizarre and ugly scale. On 
the same dive, we found a fat, near-
two-foot lizardfish next to the “007” air-
plane. Remember when at eight to 10 
inches they used to dart around? This 
one waddled. And I saw my first fla-
mingo tongues, ten-inch bristle worms, 
and a snail the size of an entire plate of 
escargot. Speaking of, we found sev-
eral small nests with dozens of one-
inch, stirring conch shells, as if newly 
born!?? 
Good to his word, Martin had two more 
tanks set out for our night dive. If you’re 
up for an extra night dive, you can’t 
beat the La Ceiba shore; it’s conven-
ient, easily navigable and full of sur-
prises. We just kicked out from his shop 
and followed the swim area buoys to 
the airplane that was submerged for a 
James Bond movie so long ago that no 
one can remember the title. A slipper 
lobster, sharptail and golden eels, and 
school of squid were some of the less-
common creatures we enjoyed. Add to 
that numerous lobsters, slithering octo-
puses, a monster-size crab, and inquisi-
tive snappers and chubs, and you’ve 
got a pretty cool dive.  
I can remember, not so many years 
ago, the thrill of seeing that lone turtle 
per trip banking over a Palancar reef. 
We made two dives with six sightings 
each, and saw more on other dives. 
And how many of you have seen those 
lobsters that appear to be two feet tall 
and three feet from head to tail? Even 
without the illusion of underwater 
“magicfication,” they’re still huge! And I 
swear I saw a night crab that would 
have been three feet from pincher to 
pincher if I’d had the inclination – well, 
the courage – to grab it and spread 
them out. I’ve only seen one eagle ray 
in more than a dozen Cozumelian 
years; on this trip we saw two feeding 
together and a third on another dive, 
and a dive master reported a fourth I 
missed. And that blind, free-swimming 
green moray that headed straight at me 
had to have been nearly a six-footer 
and fat. We saw at least a half dozen, 
aptly named splendid toadfish; they 
used to be such a rare treat. And giant 
parrotfish rank high on my list of wan-
nasees; we saw a four-foot rainbow and 
a three-foot midnight blue. I was thrilled, 
too, to see a school of nearly two dozen 
gray angels swim past us; I had never 
before seen more than three or four at a 

time. 
One thing never changes. The majesty, 
the splendor of the walls and pinnacle 
coral formations. Palancar Bricks and 
Palancar Horseshoe along with Punta 
Sur’s Devil’s Throat are still awesome 
dives. Our first boat dive was on Santa 
Rosa, perhaps the most recognized of 
Cozumel dives. Just the two of us with 
the dive master blowing bubbles that 
morning. What a wall. What a dive. 
What a dive destination. 
Cozumel just keeps getting better. Now, 
if they could only do something about 
those sunset-blocking cruise ships. 
 
[Side bar: Best Tank for the Buck…er, 
Peso 
I’ve rarely heard anything bad about 
any dive operations on Cozumel and 
can only speak first hand of a few. Find 
an operator or two you like and, for the 
most part, stay with them. A little rap-
port goes a long way. For example, we 
weren’t planning to dive with Martin till 
Wednesday (two days later), but he still 
gave us free tanks for shore dives that 
afternoon along with more on two sub-
sequent days. And then without blink-
ing, he arranged to set out additional 
tanks for our twilight/night dive, after the 
shop was closed. Besides accommo-
dating our shore dives, Martin’s pro-
gressive diving deals are excellent. 
There’s a price break beginning with 
three two-tank dives plus you get unlim-
ited shore diving and a free boat night 
dive. We dived a fourth day to get the 
free video of a dive as well. And he ac-
cepted a personal check (extremely 
rare in these waters) for the full amount; 
checks and cash cost them less than 
credit cards, and Martin passes on the 
savings. I also like and dived with DIMI 
& Scuba Tours but for different reasons. 
DIMI is slightly more expensive, doesn’t 
cut deals, doesn’t take personal checks, 
but they have big slow boats that don’t 
leave till 9:30 a.m. for a three-tank dive 
that includes lunch. We mixed in a cou-
ple of dives with them to contrast the 8 
a.m. small-fast boat, bumpy ride with 
Martin. After all, it is vacation; and with 
17 dives, we had plenty of business to 
pass around.] 

  New, Improved Cozumel Diving  by Tom Ray 

Walking Bat Fish—Photo by Tom Ray 
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Upcoming Events 
 What:     Happiest of Happy Hours 
 When:    Friday, November 15th   6:00pm til ???  
 Where:   Sam’s Boat, 10261 Technology Blvd, Dallas, TX 

   Next Meeting 

   When:     Thurs, November 7th, 2002  7:30pm (6:30 Social Hour) 

   Where:    Three Guys from Italy, 11637 Webbs Chapel Rd. , Dallas 

   Subject:    John Cannon, with his personal musings about diving 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O.Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2002 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………… Jeff Colvin 
Vice President …………….. Marc Thompson 
Treasurer ………………………. Mike Lester 
Secretary …………………...… June Hallman 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Volkers 
Dir. Of Club Affairs …………. Annette Evans 
Webmaster ………………… Marc Thompson 

2002 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Casey Bennett 
Marty Boggan 
Sonny Gaither 
Laura Greig 
Tom Muscle 

Mark Plummer 

 What:     December Monthly Meeting 
 When:    Thursday, December 5th, 2002  7:30pm 
 Where:   Location TBA, watch website for details 

 What:     Scubadillo Annual Christmas Party 
 When:    Friday, December 6th, 2002 
 Where:   Winfrey Point, White Rock Lake, Dallas, TX 

 
New Meeting Place 

for November 
The November 7th meeting  

of the  
SCUBADILLO Dive Club 

will be held at 
TWO GUYS from ITALY 
11637 Webbs Chapel Rd 

Dallas, 75229-2434 
Ph: 972.247.6814 

 


