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Once again it was time to 
head South and help clean up 
a river.  This year, the San 
Marcos River Cleanup was 
Saturday, April 6.  Each year, 
when it doesn't conflict with 
the Greenville Ave. St. Pat-
rick's Day parade, the Scu-
badillos participate in this ef-
fort.  Over thirty members of 
the club joined other partici-
pants to head underwater and 
look for trash.  The current 
was quite strong at first, 
which made for a fun ride 
down the river.  That after-
noon, we gathered at the 
awards ceremony for free 
barbecue and beer.  Although 
we did not manage to snag 

the trophy for the strangest 
item or the most number of 
cans or shoes, we did once 
again win the Largest Group 
trophy for having the largest 
number of participants.  Con-
gratulations, Dillos!   
As anyone who stayed in Dal-
las that weekend knows, the 
weather threatened to make 
the weekend difficult.  How-
ever, the weather was not 
quite as bad in San Marcos 
and the light rain did not ham-
per our cleanup efforts.  The 
majority of the participants also 
braved the elements and 
camped at Leisure Camp.   
Sunday was the annual Scu-
badillo Easter Egg Hunt.  Marc 

Thompson played Easter 
Bunny and hid the eggs.  
About 10 people jumped in 
the water to begin the hunt.  
When the silt finally settled, 
new Scubadillo member 
Isabelle Villard had the 
famed “Death” egg.  Given 
her choice of prizes, she 
selected a new tank.  Peter 
Brownley found the most 
eggs and chose a regulator 
for his effort.   
If you missed the trip this 
year watch the calendar 
next year and join in the fun.  
You, too, could find the 
“Death” egg and take home 
the grand prize. 
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This Month’s Birthdays 
  May 1       Jimmy Atkinson  
  May 2       Bill Kennedy  
  May 2       Ann Tran  
  May 2       Marsha Tsbell  
  May 4       Marc Thompson  
  May 5       Tabatha Meyer  
  May 10     Mark Plummer  
  May 12     Gwen Stirling 
  May 12     Gary Hermann  
  May 17     Dana Durand  
  May 24     Jason Hall  
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HELP US!  At last year’s 
(2001) Crawfish Boil, 
someone found a lost cam-
corder battery and charger.  
If you have any knowl-
edge of these items, please 
notify one of the Officers 
or Directors or call Rick 
Robberson 

 
 
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 5th,  2:00pm – 6:00pm, at Winfrey Point on White Rock 
Lake.  Open to everyone, divers or non-divers, so bring your friends and family. Tickets are $35.00 
and can be purchased at the next meeting or at the 
door of the Crawfish Boil.  This incredible price in-
cludes ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT CRAWFISH & FIXINS. 
Grilled chicken breast sandwiches will be available for 
the faint of heart.   ALL-YOU-CAN-DRINK  BEER,  
MARGARITAS, AND SOFT DRINKS, plus MARDI 
GRAS BEADS, and a free RAFFLE TICKET to win 
one of the many amazing prizes.  
For tickets, email 
Annette Evans at  Annette_evans@msn.com   
 or  
Laura Greig at laura@greig.com  
or  
On-line at 

4th Annual Crawfish Boil — This Month 

Http://www.scubadillo.org un-
der "RESERVE NOW!". 
 
 
 
 
 

Volume 19, Issue 5 

Troves of Trash and Endless Eggs 



5:00 PM.  The next big event is June 
22/23, 2002.  This will be our big sum-
mer weekend dive at Possum Kingdom 
with the Diving Rebels.  The theme will 
again be a Hawaiian luau with grass 
skirts and all.  There will be a boat pro-
vided on Sat for a cost of $20.00 per 
diver.  Camping details will be dis-
cussed at the next meeting or check the 
website.   Memorial Day weekend is 

pending due to the trip that Jimmy At-
kinson has planned for the Panama City 
dive.  If there is enough response to 
doing a dive I will set up something.   
Please voice your opinion to me via e-
mail at s.volkers@attbi.com.   
Thanks for the wonderful people in this 
great club. 
 

Thanks for the great show at the San 
Marcos event.  We won for the “Most 
People from a Dive Group”.  This was 
done to allow for groups that cleaned 
up the “dry land areas” along the river.  
The plaque will be displayed at the May 
meeting.  The next two events coming 
up are a Day dive at Lake Tyler.  This 
will be Sat May 18, 2002.  Starting time 
10:00 at the lake with departure about 

“Hey Scubadillos, 
how’s it going?” 
First of all, I prom-
ise no more Mrs. 
Howell. People are 
starting to talk 
about how I seem 
to enjoy dressing 
up as a woman. 
Just because I was 
a French Maid for 

Halloween and Mrs. Howell for the pa-
rade, that doesn’t make me a cross-
dresser. Now that we have that out of 
the way, we had a great time in San 

Marcos, and if anyone tells you I threw 
up in the river, “they are a liar!” This 
past weekend, Annette set up another 
outstanding Happy Hour for the Dillos at 
Razoos in Richardson. The manager 
came over to ask about getting certified 
and joining the club. I have seen some 
of the best turnout at the last two Happy 
Hours, thank you Annette. Our mem-
bership continues to grow, and I’ve 
even had members of other clubs ask 
about the secret of our club’s staying 
power, as well as becoming Dillos 
themselves. I do appreciate how you all 
make new comers feel so welcome. 

There are however some long standing 
members that I’ve seen very little of this 
year. I do miss you and hope to see you 
soon. Our May meeting will be ad-
dressed by Cardiologist/Diver Dr. Jeff 
Stone who will be talking about first aid 
while diving, as well as a little bit about 
certain diseases and their effect on div-
ing. Don’t miss this one! I will see you 
all at the May meeting at Midway Point, 
and at the” 4th Annual Scubadillo Craw 
Fish Boil.“ I’m Jeff Colvin, and I am your 
President. 
 

Dive Committee Report 
by Steve Volkers 
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kayaks and donating their time. To fully 
enjoy the kayaks some training is highly 
recommended. Group discounts are 
available. I have contact info if anyone 
is interested. 
The Reef Riders sponsored a scaven-
ger hunt. It was a lot of fun. Mary Ann 
May won first place. She found 29 
items. 
We had another race on shore. Race is 
being generous. This one you had to 
see to believe. Once started, I moved 
the finish line closer. We only had four  
hours before dark. You would not think 
it would take five adults that long to go 
30 yards. I am sorry I did not have my 
video camera. It was certainly “World’s 
Funniest “ material. 
There were 47 adults and 6 children 
present. 
Eight clubs were represented: Bay Area 
Divers, Diving Rebels, Finz, Houston 

Underwater Club, Reef Riders,
Scubadillos, Texas Gulf Coast Council, 
and the Texins. 
Lunch was served at 3:00pm. Catered by 
Sam's Restaurant. Food was excellent.  
If passing thru Fairfield give them a try. 
you won't be disappointed.  
The wind started blowing about 4:30, 
there was some lightning, and a few 
drops of rain fell.  
Looked bad. Several people folded their 
tents and made for the house. But for 
those of us who had the good sense to 
stay, the weather passed without getting 
us wet. By 5:30 it was clear and the bar 
was open. we drank and lied to each 
other for over four hours. 
I met the interesting and wonderful peo-
ple as advertised, but I missed the a** 
h***. So I am planning on going next 
year, because I know he or she is out 
there waiting to meet me. 

All-Clubs Outing at Fairfield 
By Jimmy Atkinson 

A Word From Your President 
By Jeff Colvin 

Mother Nature smiled on Lake Fairfield 
State Park and the members of the  
eight scuba clubs who gathered on Sat-
urday, April 13th. The sun was shinning  
and the water temp was 79.  We had 
more events than stamina. 
The kayaks were a huge success.  Eve-
ryone had the opportunity to try out a  
boat before the events started. Under 
the tutelage of our kayak instructors,  
Richard, Julie, and Mike, most people 
did fairly well paddling the boats.  The 
pressure of competition erased the 
training. The kayaks had a mind of  
their own. Unplanned 90 degree turns, 
going in circles, and sinking or  
turning over was the order of the day. 
We laughed until we cried. There was a  
relay race, obstacle course, and a tug 
of war. Between events there was free  
time in the boats.  Special thanks to 
Richard, Julie, and Mike for bringing the 

Jeff Colvin — 2002  
SCUBADILLO President 
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beachcombers, world-travelers and wa-
ter sports lovers.  
Highlights of the 2002 event include 
IMAX Cinematographer Bob Talbolt of 
the Oceans of Light; Gary Gentile, ex-
pert on the wreck of the Andrea Doria; 
and Ed Jameson, with a ground-
breaking presentation of Three-
Dimensional Underwater Photography. 
The events start on Friday, June 7th 
with a free Party by the Pool at the 
Radisson Astrodome Hotel. Saturday 
and Sunday include various seminars 
dealing with subjects ranging from un-
derwater photography, video, DAN O2 
provider class, Kayaking demonstra-

Mark your calendar, Seaspace 2002 is 
right around the corner! This year’s 
event will be held Jun 8th and 9th at Reli-
ant Arena (next to the Astrodome in 
Houston). Seaspace is an incredible 
dive convention that has been around 
since 1969. It is dedicated to education 
and protection of the marine environ-
ment. Proceeds from the annual show 
fund a marine-related scholarship fund 
that, over the years, has provided more 
than $360,000 in scholarships and 
grants. 
Seaspace is for families, couples, and 
singles; snorkelers, sport divers, new 
divers, pro divers, armchair divers, 

tions, seminars on dive computers, 
travel destinations and many more! Sat-
urday night there is a film festival. The 
main exhibit hall is huge and you can 
browse the exhibits and talk with the 
experts from major scuba manufactur-
ers with their latest and greatest new 
stuff. The cost for a one day exhibit hall 
pass is only $5 per day. There is an 
additional cost for seminars and the 
Saturday night film festival. Discounts 
are available through May 31st. If you 
need more information, visit the web 
site at www.seaspace.org. 
 

Unsinkable Seaspace 2002 
by Laura Greig 

As divers, we all hope and pray that we 
can encounter whale sharks on our div-
ing expeditions. Some of us are lucky to 
observe these beautiful creatures and 
others of us just miss out seeing the 
largest fish in the sea. Why are there 
such few encounters? Whale sharks 
are very rare. By 1986 there had been 
only 320 recorded sightings. In recent 
years, whale sharks have become a 
prime target of fisheries. As an exam-
ple, last year three villages in India 
alone slaughtered some 1,000 whale 
sharks. One organization, The Share 
Research Institute (www.sharks.org), is 

where the sighting occurred. Adoption 
forms can be found online at www.
sharks.org .  This is your chance to get 
involved and help save one of the most 
beautiful animals in our underwater 
playground. 

Adopt a Whale Shark 
by Laura Greig 
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dedicated to the conservation of sharks. 
This organization has launched a pro-
gram called Operation Whale Shark. 
This program is a worldwide study to 
locate, tag and document the behavior 
of whale sharks. The goal is to secure 
protection for this species. The Shark 
Research Institute invites you to Adopt 
a Whale Shark for one year at the small 
cost of $10. By adopting a shark, you 
will help finance the Whale Shark 
Study, and you will receive information 
about your shark: when, where and by 
whom it was tagged. If your shark is 
resighted, you will be notified when and 

Where have all the Dive Shops gone? 
By Jeff Colvin 
“Calling All Divers, your local dive shop 
needs you NOW!”  I’m sure we have all 
noticed the rise in the number of dive 
shops that have closed their doors in 
the last couple of years. I’m reminded of 
an old Joni Mitchell song that says; “you 
don’t know what you’ve got till it’s 
gone”. I hope we don’t all realize some-
time in the near future, just how much 
we need our local dive shops, only to 
find out that it’s too late, they’re all 
gone. It seems that the Internet has had 
a profound effect on almost everyone in 
one way or another. We can balance 
our checkbooks, buy a plane ticket, 
plan a vacation, even talk to someone 
in some other part of the world, as fast 
as we can type on a keyboard. And yes, 
we can buy or sell dive equipment on 

line. There is a problem here however. 
How safe is that piece of equipment we 
just got a great deal on over the Inter-
net? Are we ready to bet our lives on 
the dependability of that equipment? 
Who is going to maintain that equip-
ment? I for one can’t hang a picture 
straight much less maintain my own 
equipment. What if that piece of dive 
equipment wasn’t what I was wanting, 
can I send it back? What about a war-
ranty? You might say,” no problem, I’ll 
just take it to my local dive shop for 
maintenance.” Dive shops cannot sur-
vive on equipment maintenance and 
repairs; they also must have sales.       
When a diver buys at a local dive shop, 
he or she builds a bond of trust with the 
staff of the shop. The equipment may 

be touched, tried, and compared to 
other brands and styles. If there is a 
warranty repair necessary, one only 
needs to drop the equipment off and 
have it taken care of. What better place 
is there to find out about the newest 
innovations in dive equipment than at 
your local dive shop? At your local shop 
you may ask questions, even enroll in 
classes to enhance your skill level. Try 
any of this over the Internet. “Divers, we 
need our local dive shops!” The next 
time you need any dive-related equip-
ment, find a shop you feel comfortable 
with and become a loyal customer. You 
take care of that shop owner and he or 
she will most definitely take care of you. 
Let’s not ever have to ask the question; 
“Where have all the dive shops gone?”  



Upcoming Events 
 What:     4th Annual Crawfish Boil 
 When:     Sun, 5th May, 2002     2:00pm til 6:00pm 
 Where:    Winfrey Point,  White Rock Lake,  Dallas 

   Next Meeting 

   When:     Thurs,  6th June, 2002  7:30pm   (6:30 Social Hour) 

   Where:    Midway Point,  635 at Midway Rd (Harvest Hill) 

   Subject:    TBA 

SCUBADILLO Dive Club 
P.O.Box 741073 
Dallas, TX  75374 
www.scubadillo.org 

         2002 SCUBADILLO OFFICERS 
President ………………………… Jeff Colvin 
Vice President …………….. Marc Thompson 
Treasurer ………………………. Mike Lester 
Secretary …………………...… June Hallman 
Sgt. At Arms …………………. Steve Volkers 
Dir. Of Club Affairs …………. Annette Evans 
Newsletter Editor ……………. Kerry Schmidt 
Webmaster ………………… Marc Thompson 

2002 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
All above officers, plus 

Casey Bennett 
Marty Boggan 
Sonny Gaither 
Laura Greig 
Tom Muscle 

Mark Plummer  What:      Happy Hour 
 When:     Fri, 17th May, 2002   6:00pm til ??? 
 Where:    Bahama Breeze,    Hwy 114 @ MacArthur    Irving 

 What:      Day Dive with the Dillos 
 When:     Sat, 20th May, 2002    10:00am til 6:00pm 
 Where:    Tyler State Park  (see web site for details) 

HELP US!  At last year’s (2001) Crawfish Boil, 
someone found a lost camcorder battery and 
charger.  If you have any knowledge of these 
items, please notify one of the Officers or Direc-
tors or call Rick Robberson at 214-543-5020.  


